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Today the Houston Astro’s acquired former Ameritaague MVP Miguel Tejada...big
news around these parts. When | get in the caghibham certain that the sports radio
shows will be talking about our hometown team’sna®s to make it back to the World
Series. When the season starts every single Adan’will be expecting nothing less
than a trip to the “big show”. Reminds me of whiaeard on ESPN the other day...they
said that no matter how good or bad your favogsart might be, on opening day every
fan believes that this could be the year for theaohe. “You have to look at it this way”,
the guy said, “Opening day is the only day of tkason when everyone has the same
record...no wins and no losses”. Good point...theads of hope when you get to start
every year with a clean slate, no matter how losvatids of success might be. | guess
this is what attracts us so to the New Year...ike lstarting over...or perhaps starting
over again. Time to start the diet, time to prayepattend church more often, do more
charity work...you name it. When | think of all dfet January*i“resolutions” I've
forgotten by February®1| tend to make myself feel better by saying soimnetlike,

“well,  am who | am and | guess I'll just be happith that”. But then next January will
role around and since | never got around to loalhthat weight...

Our life with the Lord presents us with a cb&to start over every day...it's always
New Year’'s Day (without the football). We have thpgortunity to start with a clean
slate(Acts 3:19) every day God can turn us into something newrandwedll Cor.
5:17). We do not have to wait until the New Year...wendd have to wait for Advent...
we can start at any moment, at any time. See...&odver through with us. Our
relationship with the Lord is one of constant shgpforming, and learning, which of
course brings about the opportunity for changefanchaking good on those things we
want to do differently. |1 am so very glad that thiedow of opportunity never closes
because | normally have a laundry list of thingd fmeed to do more of, less of, and
everything in between. So try this in 2008. Wlgen pour that first cup of coffee in the
morning...as you're getting dressed for your day bemwyou’re taking the dog out for a
early morning stroll along the bay shores...makeyda@solutions” that you are going tg
start every day with a clean slate. If there iSlan really sorry” that needs to be said
then...well...say it! If there’s some burden you'rergang around with you then ask Go
to show you how to let loose of that burden...themtiatever it is he reveals to you.
Pray that prayer “most merciful God, | confess tHadve sinned against you in thought
word and deed...” Then trust that God has wiped gtate clean...its opening day.
After all...there’s a lot of hope when you get torstaver with a clean slate...know what
mean?

HAPPY NEW YEARI!I

With all my love for you! {}{appy %% of ?(appyg@%af 2 WPW%&J%M

Father Mike+
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Yet another wonderful year as St. John’s Acolyte Ma  ster! We have had several practices this year inclu ding a new
crucifers’ training. Our Acolytes have truly proven  themselves to be dedicated to their area of minist ry! | couldn’t be
more proud of them. At this years ministry drive, s everal new acolytes joined our ranks. Also new this year was our
permanent move from 2 acolytes to 3 acolytes assign ed to the 10:30 service, as well as, instituting th e gospel
procession with torch bearers! If you get a chance to thank an Acolyte for their service and ministry participation,
please don't let the opportunity slip away!

| want to ensure that every Acolyte (new or old) ha s a copy of the acolyte manual that was updated las tyear. As
always, two will always remain in the Acolyte prepa  ration room. You may have noticed that some updates were made
regarding acolytes assisting parishoners during com munion. We have decided to let that be a verger dut y, since
adults provide a bit more stability when offeringa  n arm to those who need help. We have a special tra ining just next
week for the new acolytes that signed up during the  ministry fair this last fall. | also hope to conti  nue to make
improvements to the new Acolyte Manual and add sect ions regarding the treatment of High Holy days and  for other
sacramental rites (such as Marriages and Baptisms)  which the current version lacks.

A couple of items to note for Acolytes or the paren ts of Acolytes:

1) If any new acolytes have not yet received the ne w Acolyte Cross, please let me know so that | may p rocure more for
you.

2) If you are interested in becoming an Acolyte do not hesitate to call me at 832-212-1217.

3) If you need a different size robe than is availa ble currently in the Acolyte preparation room, let  me know (again at
the above number if you can't get a hold of me in ¢ hurch) so that | can order more and get the matter  resolved.

4) Please let me know before the 10 t of a given month if you are unavailable to serve i n the subsequent month so
that | can include your absence on the schedule.

5) Remember, it is your responsibility to find your  replacement if you are not able to serve on your s cheduled Sunday.
I cannot wait for what the next year brings for our Acolytes at St. John’s, and | am always open to ne w ideas or

suggestions. Thank you for making my second year so enjoyable and allowing me to see God ACOIYTES
working through all of you. P
Your Acolyte Master, li A &

! .

Nick Borkowski A i
'
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Hello St. John's

Last month | found myself preparing for the setbalf of my seminary education. Halfway throughfEA!!
Preparing - how appropriate that was during themeaf Advent. As | prepared to celebrate the ognoif our
Savior, | noticed that John the Baptist appearétd gubit in the Gospel and that the theme of tirgdom of God
was evident. Well, Christ has come, and so hassGaregdom. A new way of thinking and living - ale have to
do is look for it. It's there. For years, | remmmwatching Les Hamblen do things for his commuaitd for the
kids and fellow parishoners of St. John's. He géraed to do it in total anonymity, never seekattention or
praise. Now to me, that's what the Kingdom lodks.| As we go out into the community and proclaiunselves to
be Christians, people take notice of us. They wate actions and listen to our words, and | daglp but think
that they must be asking themselves, "Is this wieaKingdom of God looks like?" The next time yeuh church,
look at the person next to you. | hope you se&ithgdom of God reflected in their eyes, and thatytare able to
see it in your's, as well. Everyone here is wetl bbok forward to seeing all of you soon.

—
P
God Bless, 57
ol L
_—

Doug, Robi, Craig and Emily
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It is hard to believe that 2008 is here! Hopgf@007 was a great year for you and your familymev year always
brings expectations and hope for dreams to bezeghla time to put down new tracks in the fresiwsno..... it can
snow in La Porte ........ remember a couple of yeaositaigappened ! Our ministries and resources aeeabing at a
high level of energy and spirit. Our new vestrygady to continue the work of building the “ Kingjsh of God * at
St John’s in a way that deepens love of God anerstiMay we all be active in the sharing of outtfaiy feeding,
helping, and loving those we come into contactyd@y. Hug a grandparent and tell a youth how spdey are to
the world — we can be the light that transformséharound us.

Many thanks to Fred and Barbara Cloud for hostimgaderful luncheon at their holiday home in Dearlk® The
Elderberrys will continue meeting the third Thungddé each month for food, fun, fellowship and fait®n
Thursday, January 24th we will be taking the Ha@aginty bus to the Houston Museum of Natural S&srio see
the Lucy Legacy exhibit. (Contact Alice Spark281-4711-4256 if you are interested in going). Tarsday,
February 21st we will be taking the Harris Countig o the Heights area to see the Telephone Musedm
Penzey's Spice Company. (Contact Gordon RobbB#Z8-4671 if you are interested in going).

Happy New year!

& &

In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul wratgout exercising one's gifts in public worship-Whenever you
come together, each of you has a psalm, has aitgatias a tongue, has a revelation, has an iettpyn. Let all
things be done for edification.” (CO 14: 26) Hs&ying sharing our individual gifts is a way of lding up the
church! So share your gift of talent with your thrers and sisters of St. John's ! The 2nd AnStalohn's Talent
Show will be on Shrove Tuesday, February 5th. gh4ip sheet is posted in Faith Hall. Try not taaenthe

audience for more than five (or so) minutes. luldagreat to havat least ten participants. Church membership i$

not a requirement! Community participants (andienuck) welcome. Contact Dan Blanchard for infororgtat
281-471-2363 odanblancha@earthlink.net

b
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Welcome to a new year and new adventures at St. Joh n’s. For the past couple of weeks we have been wor king on the
2008 calendar; boy are we going to have fun this ye ar! We will be doing all of the fun, traditionalt  hings that we have
done in the past, as well as some new and exciting things. Already we are seeing new faces doing mini stry and we
could not be more pleased. Thank you, ministry lea ders for getting those interested in your particula  r ministry
working. Those of you who have been working throug hout the years will be taking new people under your  wing,
remember what it was like when you first volunteere  d, and please encourage and include everyone intere sted. Itis a
true blessing to have so many new ministry voluntee rs. Remember that we are always open to new ideas, as you will
begin to see this month with our 1 st movie night on January 11 t,

Remember that we appreciate all the work everyone d oes around here to make ministry happen. Thank you to the
outgoing vestry members, and thank you to all that ~ have stepped up to fill the open vestry positions.

My first year as Fr. Mike’s assistant has been a gr eat experience. Thank you to all of you who have g iven me so
much support, encouragement, and reminded me that w hat | do is appreciated. | truly appreciate everyo ne who says
‘yes’ when | ask them for help, there are so many o fyou. |thank those who say ‘Il can’'t help right n  ow, but please
think of me again when you need help’. | know that sometimes it is hard to say ‘not now’ but remember that we

know how busy lives get and a ‘not now’ is OK with  us.

Thanks for a great 2007 and hold on for a better 20 08.
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poESE Music Notes

We began the Church year with a flourish for Advemd Christmas: solos by Jonah Gallington,
Marilyn Neumann, Clint Brown, Jessie Turner, LésStamps, and Charlie Niemeyer; a choir anthem; the
combined Christmas Pageant / Children’s Choir,taedHandbell Choir. And of course, everyone’s
favorite Christmas carols!

Big things are in store for 2008! Circknday, January 28' on your calendars for a meeting
right after the 10:30 service. At that meetingIMee introducing new options to better fit the yvidnat
you can participate — from occasionally to evergkve If your interest is singing or playing antmsnent
(or both!), traditional or contemporary, occasidyar more often, come to the meeting — we’ll be
introducing something new that will fit into youcrsedule! In the meantime, | wish you the most lddss
Christmas and a new year that's the best ever!

Blessings,

Bren (Brenda McNenny, Music Director)

/ O Alice Sparks

We have had a very good response to the seafamees.blLet’'s keep up the good work
because they like to receive the boxes all yeay.|ffhey keep them and then distribute
them during the holidays).

We have had a great response to the collectioabeld as well. Thank you so much for al
of your efforts, they do make such a difference.

Remember that we also collect pop tops from alumicans. Contact Barbara Peters for
more information.

' 4 %S
(10 - 23- .-1.-.

At 9:30 AM, the breezeway going into Stein Hall iRSCKED! Why? The After School Program was cortihar
a “Walk through Bethlehem” and everyone wantedisi!v

There was Mary and the angel Gabriel to see atehli®. There were townspeople, shepherds, heatest, and
those 3 WISE GUYS! It all culminated with the titewhal manger scene. There was Mary, Joseph, basys, and
15 shepherds (the sign-language class) performigay in a Manger”. As you exited there were aboOt ¥
“shepherds” singing “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reintleer

We wanted the children in the After School Progtamemember “why” we celebrate this day each De@ambi is
definitely about “giving” andreceiving”! About 2000 years ago we received BEeST GIFT EVER! The gift of a
Savior, Jesus Christ! And the program was a reenitm them of that gift. But it is also an oppaiity to receive!
Unless we receive that most precious gift offeredg, we are lost and have no HOPE for eternity.

| pray that we all never take for granted that npstious giftt The children and staff of St. JshAfter School
Program wish you all the merriest of all Christngas’

Love ya,

Ms. Kathy
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