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 Your finance committee met on Sunday, 
April 11th with Sherry Burns, Terri Clawson, Tricia 
Wilson, Jorge Mazariegos, Jackie Norton, Carl 
Gilman, Bob Blakeway, Charles Ashford, and Steve 
Gallington (in spirit from Vancouver). 

 Of particular note is that we are still behind 
in pledges – not a huge amount – but unusual this 
early in the year.  The quarterly statements have 
been sent out which should clearly state the status of 
your pledge.  If there are errors or if a pledge needs 
to change – please let Sherry know so that we can 
amend our projections. 

 Jorge also told us that he’d had to service 
several of our A/C units.  Fortunately the one serious 
breakdown was covered by warranty, and he’s had 
to deal with some electrical issues.  Due to the tight 
budget, we are not replenishing our reserve for 
repairs.  We have moved “surplus” funds into the 
reserve by a vote of the vestry – however, if pledge 
income declines – we could have an issue here. 

 We are looking at several line items on the 
budget to allocate funds between events and over the 
course of the year.  Thanks to Jorge, Bob and Steve 
for taking on this task. 

 Finally we discussed the finances of the 
After School Program in detail.  The graph Sherry 
created is below.  The dark part of each line shows 
“restricted funds” not available for operations.  By 
looking at the graph you can see that our program in 

March, 2007 had over $120,000 in cash balances to 
fund operations.  You can see that amount dwindle 
to an amount just over $50,000 as of now.  The 
majority of these funds – the vast majority – come 
from foundation grants.  As the economy has 
struggled, these funds are more scarce and harder to 
get.  This program has an operating budget of over 
$11,000 per month, or $110,000 or more per year.  
Currently we can only fund about 4 months.  If you 
think we can’t make a difference in this – you are 
incorrect.  Please look again at the dark part of the 
graphs.  What a difference a good cook can make!  
These are primarily the funds for sending our ASP 
kids to Camp Allen, and the majority of them have 
been raised by Rachel Hampton with her pies and 
cakes.  The finance committee encourages all of us 
to step up for the good of the program.  We can 
support the garage sale this summer, take a more 
active roll in the golf tournament, and remember – 
every single week, to make an offering in those little 
white envelopes with the small hands for Kids Count 
– the primary funding mechanism for the program.  
At one point, before we became so successful with 
grants, the members of this church, through those 
little envelopes, gave in excess of $1000 per month 
to the program.  I believe we can do it again.  It 
would not take much from any of us, but together, 
we can make a real difference. 
 

Thank you for your faithfulness. 
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If you were notified that your Safeguarding God’s Children training was taken more than 5 years 

ago, you need to take a 1 ½ hour, refresher course. 
If you work with our youth, seedlings, help at the ASP, or are going on mission trip in June, you 

must have current Safeguarding God’s Children training. 
 

Contact Kathy Buskirk to register for this class 
281-470-2575 

kidscountafterschool@yahoo.com 

���������������������
�
������

Please save your goodies for us until August because we have no storage             
at the church 

Look for more information as we get closer 

*pick-up service will be available in August* 
 
 

For further questions & information call:  Maura Free  281-474-2319  or Kathy Buskirk 

-���
��!"���!�#'����

*&'(�� �
If you received a notice that you are required to take the Safeguarding God’s people training and 

you have not yet signed up for a class here is your opportunity. 
 

Contact Sandi Harris to register for this class 
281-471-0383 

sandi@stjohns-laporte.org 
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We will leave by Harris County Bus to The Museum of Natural Science at 9am.  There are 
many wonders to see including the Imax movie on the Hubble.  Groups of 20+ receive a 

discount.  We will be stopping for lunch and should arrive back by 4pm. 
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 Annual shrimp boil  

at the Robb’s house  

5102 Creekview    11:30 am  

*Bring a side dish to share*  
 

For more info call the Robb’s at 281-471-4671 
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*Kathy Buskirk will be available to notarize during breakfast  (on May 16th) 

*Please contact Sandi or Dave for more information* 
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���� Remember seniors:  Get your presentation boards ready so we can learn more about you! 
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� Training classes continue most Sundays for 
our ladies who will be admitted to St. John’s 
Chapter Sunday, June 13th.  The registration kits 
have been ordered for each lady as of April 20th and 
received at National Headquarters outside Atlanta.  
They have called me and are very excited about the 
twelve-class size. 
 In February, Joyce Bell, Jackie Torres and 
Carol Ford travelled to Turkey. In addition, Joyce  is 
home safely from a wonderful trip to Africa, despite 
an Icelandic volcano eruption scare of world-wide 
alarm, Saturday, April 24th.  She and Jackie will 
have a presentation of their Turkey trip at our next 
meeting.  
 Please keep saving Campbell soup labels to 
earn a bus or van for Down Home Ranch, a working 

farm and ranch for people with special needs in 
Elgin, Texas.  We also ask everyone to save the tabs 
from beer and soft drinks.  We collect them for 
breast cancer.  My NASA retiree group collect a 
gallon jar every month or so of these.  To date, we 
have collected 400 lbs. to fill a whole room.  Don 
Hill also needs all the food stuffs he can collect to 
take to a local church for distribution to those 
needing help.  He likes rice, beans and other dry 
goods in particular. 
 The next regular meeting of the DOK will be 
Saturday, May 8th at 1:30 in Faith Hall. 
 

Remember June 13th—Installation Day 
 

For His Sake,  
Alice Sparks 
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 A hearty thanks to all who participated in the 
April 25th Acolyte meeting and Crucifer training. 
Serving as an Acolyte is an important ministry and I 
want to thank each of you for all that you do! For 
those that missed the meeting or still feel the calling 
to become a Crucifer, there will be a follow-up 
meeting for those that could not make it to the first 
meeting on May 16th .    As always, it is very important 
to check the schedule to see if you are scheduled to 
serve on Sunday or any other special services.  Please 
continue to check to see if you are scheduled during 
any time that you might be out of town (like during 
the upcoming summer vacations for example) and 
remember to find a replacement for yourself if you 
cannot be there for your scheduled service. Please be 
sure to enquire that the Acolyte that you are choosing 
to replace yourself has the necessary training to 
complete your roll. For example, if you are scheduled 
to Crucifer, then please be sure that your replacement 
has been trained to be a Crucifer as well. Also, it is 
very important to remember to arrive in the Acolyte 
wardrobe room fifteen minutes prior to the service in 
order to prepare. Acolyte schedules are sent via the 
newsletter and are also posted in the lay ministry 
schedule on St. John's website.  I will no longer be 
doing the scheduling for Acolytes. Carroll Blakeway 
has graciously taken this task so that she can have 
better control over all the ministry schedules. A big 
hearty thanks to Carroll!! 

  Look closely at the schedule and let Carroll 
know as soon as possible if it seems you have been 
left out of the rotation. If you have any other Acolyte 
related questions please call me at 832-212-1217 or 
email me at lsborkowski@hotmail .com.  Please 
contact me if you are interested in becoming an 
Acolyte and I will schedule a training session, even if 
it is for just one interested candidate. In order to 
become a Crucifer, the candidates must already be 
existing Acolytes with several services of experience, 
to be able to carry the heavy Crucifix without 
difficulty, and pour from a full cruet of wine. If you 
are unsure but are interested you should still come to 
the training on May 16th to find out more about this 
crucial Acolyte ministry position and to give it a try! 

   Fr. Mike has also asked for the acolytes to 
please have less communication and fidgeting during 
the service, especially during communion since this 
can be a distraction to him and to those worshipping 
in the congregation. Our Vergers have asked me to 
remind the Acolytes to please refrain from wearing 
open toed-shoes and sandals while serving. 

  As always the following items of note for 
Acolytes or the parents of Acolytes still apply: 

 1) If you are interested in becoming an Acolyte (or 
becoming a Crucifer) do not hesitate to call me at 
832-212-1217. Check for trainings in the bulletins! 
Crucifer training is coming up on May 16th. 

2) If you need a different size robe than is available 
currently in the Acolyte preparation room, let me 
know (again at the above number if you can’t get a 
hold of me in church) so that I can order more and get 
the matter resolved. 

4) You should let Carroll Blakeway know before the 
10th of a given month if you are unavailable to serve 
in the subsequent month so that she can include your 
absence on the schedule. 

5) Remember, it is your responsibility to find your 
replacement if you are not able to serve on your 
scheduled Sunday. Acolyte trainees at an 8:00 service 
will not need to find a replacement but should still let 
Carroll know if you cannot serve so that they may be 
placed at another 8:00 service to finish their training. 

 

 You have all been doing a great job! 

 

 Your Acolyte Master, 

Nick Borkowski 

� � ��������'�(�� '��
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   Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to Thy never failing care and love, for this life 
and the life to come, knowing that Thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or pray 
for, through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen.�

;������������;������������;������������;������������ ����
O God, our times are in Thy hand.  Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another 
year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in Thy goodness all 
the days of their life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

May   1 Litha Murray 
May   2 Dorothy Alban 
May   3 Christine Harris  
May   4 Clint Brown 
May   4 Catherine Whitehead 
May   5 Mae Pinkham 
May   6 Donn Leva 
May   6 Sharon Mazariegos 
May   6 Jake Stamps 
May   8 Chase Davis  
May  10 Terri Clawson 
May  10 Steve Gallington 
May  10 Gary Hakemack 
May  13 Joy Hall 
 

May  13 Sam Permenter 
May  13 Haleigh Wilson 
May  20 Fred Cloud 
May  20 Joshua Hoffman 
May  23 Rev. Mike Besson 
May  24 Lois Blakeway 
May  24 Don Hill 
May  27 Angel Furin 
May  27 Robert Plant 
May  28 Fran Barrington 
May  28 Alice Sparks 
May  28 Elizabeth Whitehead 
May  30 Angela Marshall 
 
 

Editor’s Note:  If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please notify the Church Office. 

Rector    
The Rev. Michael Besson 

 
 
 

Senior Warden  
Terri Clawson 

 
 
 

Junior Warden  
Jorge Mazariegos 

 
 
 

After School Director  
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 
 

Music Director 
Clint Brown 

 
 
 

Keyboardist 
Michelle Shannahan 

 
 
 

Office Administrator  
Sherry Burns 

  
 
 

Lay Assistant to Rector 
&  Ministry Coordinator 

Sandi Harris 
 
 
 

Youth Pastors 
Dave & Melissa Witt 

 
 
 

Christian Education 
Deb Gallington 

 
 
 

Vestry Members  
Charles Ashford  
Bob Blakeway 
Dan Blanchard                        

Fred Cloud 
Steve Gallington 

Carl Gilman 
Debra Morris 
John Morris 
Wes Sallee 

Myra Wilson 
Virginia Pierson-Turner 

 
 
 

Finance Committee 
Virginia Pierson-Turner 

 Paul Berner 
Sherry Burns 
Jackie Norton 
Tricia Wilson 
Terri Clawson 

Charles Ashford 
Jorge Mazariegos 

Debra Morris 
 

�
�����������+������(������������
�����������+������(������������
�����������+������(������������
�����������+������(�����������G GGG  Ed, Rodney, David, Marion, DJ, Cindy, Bob,  
Savannah, Gene, Derrick, Dorothy, Glenn, Les, Tim, Mariah, Diane, Dawn, Chad, Rene, Bob, Mike, 
Jacob, Carol, Ann, Ethan, Sharon, Jelytza  
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 �	���������
��	������� �	���������
��	������� �	���������
��	������� �	���������
��	�������G GGG����
Joe Armelli, Corey Ball, Adam Berry, Evan Bissett, Karen Bryant, Alex Burdick, Christopher 
Compton, Cary Coughlin, Dennis Cox, Justin Craggs, Scott Dorand, Austin Hall, Patrick Hall, 
Marcus Hamilton, Josh Hardy, Rufus Harris, Matthew Hemingway, Alexandria Horton, Tim 
Kimball, Evan Knight, Michael Lange, Jeff Latham, Bobby Lay, Senator LeMay, Simon LeMay, 
William Andrew Lester, Raymond Lopez, Chris Cooke Mahre, Nicholas Mallory, Jorge Mazariegos 
II, Donnie McCaughey, Jason Parramore, Brent Roberts, Alex Segura, Benjamin Stilwell, Josh 
Theroux, Garry Tossing,  Jacob Troutman, Michael Windham, and Josh Yoemans, �

 
 
Welcome to all our newcomers!!! 

 
May   2 Michael & Audra Mazariegos 
May  17 John & Katrina Bordelon 
May  20 John & Lacey Blakeway 
 

 
May  25 John & Melody Kirkpatrick 
May  26 Bob & Carroll Blakeway 
May  29 John & Patty Hall 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

If you have an article or notice you would 
like published in the next issue, please 
submit it via e-mail  by the 10th of the month  
to: 

elpwhitehead@yahoo.com 

If you cannot email your document, call 
Elizabeth Whitehead at home 281-839-1321 
or the church office at 281-471-0383. 
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