April 2010

will be

on vacation

Please contact
Sandi Harris
at 281-546-0119

or call the church
office

In case of an
emergency

Will join us on
Sunday
April 11th

| have a few “spiritual disciplines”
that | try my best to follow through
on. | read the Bible of course...| pray
with my son at night (a holy moment)
...some of my peers count golf as a
spiritual discipline because they tell
me that they feel one with nature and
that they can “connect with God”
when they play...certainly not the
case for me. | also try to listen to at
least one sermon preached by
someone else every week. Since |
don't get to listen very often, unless
John Morris happens to be preaching,
| consider this a big part of my growth
as | sit at my desk, usually on
Wednesday afternoon, and imagine
myself in the pews. Sometimes | get
ideas for my own messages;
sometimes | get my “sermon stories”
from them, most of all | always learn
something | didn't know before. So
I'm listening to a sermon from Holy
Apostle’s Katy the other day when the
preacher, who happened to be the
youth pastor, asked the congregation
(which  numbers around 500 on
Sundays) this question...are you
actively involved in the spiritual
growth of another person...and is
someone involved in yours? Thought
provoking questions | think...I did
some thinking about that and
determined that my answer would be
yes to both. How about yours...what
would your answer be...think about it.

St. John’s...l have to tell you that
over the last 2-3 years our attendance
has pretty much remained the same.
You probably know that this concerns

me greatly. Now...I don’'t sweat the
attendance every Sunday...| really
don’t...my concerns stem from the fact
that we have so much to offer here...
we have so many incredible
opportunities for worship, Christian
formation, mission work, fellowship,
children’s ministries, music...the list
goes on and on...are we getting the
word out? Are we inviting people into
a relationship with our Lord...or to
put it the way that young man said it
in Katy...are we involved in the
spiritual growth of another person?
Are we inviting people to church
because we know that their lives can
be so drastically affected by what
they’ll find here? Are we actively
seeking out the new folks who come to
church by making sure that they
never sit alone in the church or the
parish hall? This is not about
numbers...it is about being honest
with ourselves and asking the hard
guestions. For those of you who took
the “Experiencing God” course this
Lent you know that we spent a lot of
time talking about all of this...about
how our common purpose of drawing
people closer to God is best lived out
by sharing our faith...by sharing the
way in which Jesus Christ has
changed our lives...and by sharing the
fact that Jesus is so clearly evident
within the walls of our church. You
know this is my passion...my ministry
is very much centered on the Great
Commission (Matthew 28: 6-20) and
the Great Commandment (Matthew
(Continued on page 4
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A new year and new resolutions—We've fired uplunteered to take responsibility for several atpe)

Thanks to Terri Clawson, Tricia Wilson, Jackmeads, but will be a bridge between the minisiry

the finance committee and had our first meetingf -the budget. The volunteers are not minislry

Norton, Charles Ashford, Jorge Mazariegos, Plaehds and the vestry. They will make sure t
Berner and Sherry Burns. (Debra Morris hagenditures are timed and allocated equita
volunteered but was unable to attend this flistween various programs under certain bud

at

Dly
pet

meeting) categories and timed in such a way that all the

o , . :
We have a small surplus in the budget throfﬁﬁgenses don't hit Sherry's desk in one week!

February, and have, with Vestry approval, placagr initial volunteers are: Bob Blakeway - Worshij

this money (after a 10% qift to the After Schdsleve Gallington - Youth, George Mazariegos

Program) into the reserve for repairs. George alfowship and Carl Gilman - After Schog

O

already started the new windows for the office a@®rogram. We will be getting together at the ngxt

$4000 savings from the prior bid. However, hi#'smnce meeting to really focus on the individuaél

uncovered many more things in need of attentitems in the budget. With this group, | promise, we
and finishing the upstairs of Stein Hall is a ptior will make the most of your precious gifts to St.

Remember - with the tight budget, we are not ablddhn's.
budget regular contributions for repairs - so we
going to have to pay as we go!

We are also reinstituting purchase orders. Thesesad's grace, | know it will work. Please be mindf
available in the office. Please understand theseof your pledge.... It's the basis for the financi
not the meant to restrict mission or ministry - bte health of this parish. As of February - we a

to allow the vestry (those with the big picture) dbeady $1000 behind in pledge incomae.

‘%anks to everyone for their willingness to he
involved. Our budget is tight, but together, with

al
re

make sure funds are available at all times forFaltunately, expenses are also under, but summer,

needs. heat and electric bills are just around the corner.

To help this, several vestry members haueanks for your faithfulness

" # % & &"( " )

Sale scheduled for August. ( Just in time for the start of school)

St John’s Sales are the best because they are in doors out of the heat
and all proceeds go to the Kids Count After School Program

Volunteers needed the week of the sale for sorting and pricing.
Sign up list will be posted in Faith Hall. It's fun work!

~ ‘?f I3 IE:I ) . ‘?f -~ |E:!.

f,} f“f_“\ng Further questions: Maura Free 281-474-2319 f’a“}f\ﬁﬁ:{g
- ' Kathy Buskirk = !
SARAGE SALE y SARAGE SALE
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Spring has sprung! Passion week will have Fr. Mike has also asked for the acolytes

to

concluded by the time you read this article. Itsyvplease have less communication and fidgeting

important to check the schedule to see if you dweing the service, especially during communig
enlisted to serve on Sunday or any other spesiiate this can be a distraction to him and to thg

DN
se

services. As you noticed, passion week had seweoatshipping in the congregation. Our Vergers hayve

special services and required some tricky Acolggked me to remind the Acolytes to please refr

AiN

scheduling. Please continue to check to see if fyom wearing open toed-shoes and sandals while

are scheduled during any time that you might be smrving.
of town (like during the upcoming summer

vacations for example) and remember to find a As always the following items of note for

replacement for yourself if you cannot be there Awolytes or the parents of Acolytes still apply:
your scheduled service. Please be sure to enquire

that the Acolyte that you are choosing to replateIf you are interested in becoming an Acolyte (
yourself has the necessary training to complete ysecoming a Crucifer) do not hesitate to call me
roll. For example, if you are a Crucifer, than pe@32-212-1217. Check for trainings in the bulletin
be sure that your replacement has been trained ©rlcifer training is coming up in mid April.

a Crucifer as well. Also, it is very important to

remember to arrive in the Acolyte wardrobe ro@nlf you need a different size robe than is awdda
fifteen minutes prior to the service in order ¢arrently in the Acolyte preparation room, let m
prepare. Acolyte schedules are sent via khew (again at the above number if you can’'t ge

D
at
5!

e
a

newsletter and are also posted in the lay minisioyd of me in church) so that | can order more and

schedule on St. John's website. Also, look cloaelyet the matter resolved.

the schedule and let me know as soon as possible if

it seems you have been left out of the rotatiogolf 4) You should let me know before the™e@¥ a given
have any other Acolyte related questions pleademahth if you are unavailable to serve in th
me at 832-212-1217 or email me satbsequent month so that | can include your abse
Isborkowski@hotmail .com. on the schedule.

| held an Acolyte training for new AcolyteS) Remember, it is your responsibility to find you
in early February this year, but had no attendeeslacement if you are not able to serve on ya
Please contact me if you are interested in becorsttgeduled Sunday. Acolyte trainees at an 8
an Acolyte and | will schedule a training sessigervice will not need to find a replacement b
even if it is for just one interested candidate.sBAould still let me know if you cannot serve sotth

Crucifer training scheduled for later in Februamstthey may be placed at another 8:00 service toHinjs

year had to be cancelled due to personal illness: their training.

rescheduling the Crucifer training for mid April so

check the bulletins and listen for the announcementi have all been doing a great job!
in Church. In order to become a Crucifer, the

candidates must already be existing Acolytes with

several services of experience, to be able to ¢hery ACOLY'TES
heavy Crucifix without difficulty, and pour from &our Acolyte Master, o L
full cruet of wine. If you are unsure but are 4 4l
interested you should still come to the training Ntk Borkowski oy I
find out more about this crucial Acolyte ministry Wil A0y

position and to give it a try! o

e
nce

r
ur
00
ut
a




PAGE 4

THE EAGLE

APRIL 2010

(Continued from page 1)
22: 37-40)...this is the essence of the faith and the
foundation of what makes us who we are. We live
in a culture that says over and over again that
matters of religion are “personal’...and that
someone else’s walk with God is simply “not our
business”...this...in . my opinion...is  simply not
true. | wonder how quickly the Good News would
have spread if the disciples that gathered in the
upper room had lived with that mindset? Il tell
you what | think...they would never have opened
the door. Faith is meant to be lived out in
community...faith is meant to be shared...it must
be...this is what makes it real...this is what
makes it strong...believers who walk together and
who lean on each other...believers who find
answers through the people around them...
believers who always find support when they
struggle...people who bathe one another in prayer.
Let me say this in the only way | can say it.

You are an amazing, faithful, devout group of folks
that love the Lord and you love one another
greatly. You never fail to give when asked (and
even when you’re not)...you are faithful in your
worship and you do your very best to live into the
basic tenants of the faith. You have a hunger for
knowledge of the spiritual things (over 50
participants each week in the Lenten class).
Roughly 1/5 of our Sunday attendance is made up
of children most every week...you are incredible.

So now the question...are we bold enough...

are we fearless enough to_share it all with
someone else.

| pray mightily to the Lord that your answer
is yes...
With my deepest love...

Father Mike+

A new Bible tudy 1 about 0 begin

Father Mike will be leading a

Theological study of the New Testament on Wednesday

nights

The class begins May 12t

immediately following the Wed. night service (6:30-

6:45)

Two books will be required

*The Nestle-Aland Greek/English New Testament
(available on Amazon)

*The New Linguistic and Exegetical key to the Greek

New Testament

Cleon L. Rogers Jr. and Cleon L Rogers IlI
(also available on Amazon)

This will be an intense and exhaustive study that w
the Greek language, historical context, etc. Youw
much!!! No need to sign up...just make sure you have your

ill consider
ill learn so

books for the first class.

Wednesday night
Bible Study
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Tanise Campbell and | attended the Spring Fr. Mike Gemignani had surgery at Clear Lake
Assembly hosted by the Daughters of St. Timothip'sHospital for a colon tumor and is now back homeopfas
Lake Jackson, February 26th and 27th. The Right Réarch 22nd. Results are not in yet as to any probl
Rayford B. High was the Celebrant at the Fridayn@wg but his doctors did not seem anxious in any way.
services of Holy Communion and Fr. Mike Gemignani, Joyce Bell, Jackie Torres and Carol Foid

our Chaplain, was the Preacher. The Glory Boygfned from Turkey and have agreed to talk atiwit
Singers did the Worship Music and among the tWeRfy; and show us their pictures at a regular meetin
eight members was Sharon Lundgren. Sharon's GioRara and Fred Cloud have a new grandson, Bryden,
Bound Singers began as a vision about eighteers Y&, earlier this week to their daughter, Amy. Uefr
ago and originated at Ascension Episcopal Churth &igorham celebrated a birthday March 14th. Barry and
few Daughters and three or four husbands.  RRgh Trout are beginning the process of moving tq a

envisioned going to sing occasionally for people giajier one-story home nearer family, but still tie
hospitals etc. Five Triennials and yearly Diocesad p,q5dena area.

Provincial Assemblies later this group has grown to . .
around fifty ladies, and we are members of man Trinity Episcopal Church-Baytown, under the
different churches. Led by Nancy McCann, gﬁgdershlp of Rev. Gena Davis. held a Lenten retrea
Directress from St. Luke's-on-the-Lake, we havet ju&'ch 6th and nine of us attended. We enjoyeaiy v
returned from Alexandria, LA where St. Timothy&Uch- The twelve Daughters-in-training have
Episcopal Church hosted the Province VII Assempffcessfully completed about four of the Sessieesied
March 12-14th. Fr. Mike Gemignani, our Chaplaingd®' their installation services in June.

two wonderful workshops on "Faith" one on "Legalism Keep a prayerful Lent and have a Joyful Easter
and Grace" and one where he played several original
pieces of his music and then we sang them. Twaisf

books were for sale (he has written several and@lbey Blessings,
Bound Singers are the recipients of any profits he
makes). Alice
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Eagle Pointe Golf Club Mont Belvieu, Te xas
Friday, May 14, 2010 9:00 a.m.
Shotgun Start
Complimentary light breakfast Lunch provided

“St. James House of Baytown, the long-term cardéitiaserving the Episcopal Diocese, w

be hosting their annual golf tournament on May204,0, at Eagle Pointe Golf Course, Mont
Belvieu, TX. Prizes include a $ 20,000 “hole irebaward, Visa gift cards and Par 3 prizgs.

St. James House is looking for a few good men-amehen-who are looking for that perfect
Y

excuse to play golf! Light breakfast and lunchl @ provided. Call Mary Garcia or Mar(

Poirier at 281-425-1200 for registration informatio
St. James House Annual Golf Tournament
Eagle Pointe Golf Club
Mont Belvieu, TX

Call Mary or Marcy at 281-425-1200

was established in 1960 by the Episcopal Dioce3exds as a nonprofit ministry for people of @ll

faiths. For fifty years we have been caring fateoladults in a loving environment nestled in I@sof beautifully land
scaped and wooded property. Our updated fadglihome to 105 skilled nursing residents in addiiothe residents of 4
independent-living apartments that were added %319

is committed to providing the highest level offpssional care in a warm and Christian environm
It is the house that has turned into a home thréaghg care.
The primary fund-raising effort is the financial asaiste fund, which assists the residents who |
outlived their resources and can no longer affeedll cost of their care.

is blessed to have a dedicated staff of nearlyeivifloyees.

is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit corporation and contiitms are tax deductible.

ent.

ave
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*The children are continuing to turn in their regteefor a Camp Allen Scholarship this

summer. Here are three more letters. Just remetinbg are verbatim. There are manly

misspellings and grammatical errors, but they Hrecartfelt.

4th grade girl Kathy and Mrs. Litha. When | get older | want &iurn
Dear St. Johns, all the help St. Johns gave me. Thanks for talking
| have been going to St. John’s since | was®igrade. |being there for me and my mom when my Grand
love it here. the teachers are nice. | like Mrathy passed away in December '06. | will always remam

U7

ma
be

because she is really nice and she is really prdttjke how Mrs. Kathy cared about us. | am really looking

Mrs. Litha because she is a real good helper agitlypr| forward to go to Camp Allen. | have never beea ttamp
like the volunteer’s they are nice. | like the ygeound and | want to learn and get closer to god. Thawk fpr
here It is really fund. | love music it is reafiyn and | everything.

learn music and | like the party’s here and allnoj 4™ grade boy

friends are here. The reason | want to go to CAllem is Dear St. Johns

because | haven't went there before and | hearat fun for every thing especially Ms. Cathy. She is stenand

there that's why | want to go to Camp Allen. kind. When a kid does something wrong they showid
Your Friend, be mad at her they should be mad at their selfed thank
P.S. Ilove St. John’s. you all Mr. Cody, Ms. lytha, and Ms. Courtney, avid.
4" grade boy Rabeka. | want to thank Ms. Lytha for whatching kids
Dear St. Jhon, and keeping a eye on them. And | want to thank

Thanks for everything you have done for me. Msthiarebeka, cody, and Ms. Cortney for whatchirfy 39, and
and Ms. Litha have been taking care of me everesiscond grade. And Ms. Cathy for providing us vetiery
PreK. You both taught me to read and that howtlsgothing for this year for snack, our Christmas progrand
smart. | want to go back to camp Allen becauseldbeour church. We love you Ms. Cathy.

time | went | had fun. | want to thank My Mothesrfp.S. take care of the student keep of the goo#.wor
having me and for all that she has done for mefandll 4t grade boy

that she has done for Ms. Kathy. Ms. Kathy alwagd pear st. John,

me straightened up with no problems. Thanks ydh,bpthank you for all of your hope. yall are goocopke to
teaching me what is good and what is bad. To everyne and | love everyboby. There are people that el
that takes care of me besides Ms. Litha and Msh¥aith your homework. Even they take you home when
Will be my uncle John and Uncle Chris and mostllo¥& have no ride. Yall gave us Christmas presentgotla
John’s Episcopal church. Also a big thanks foroéithe football and some clothes that | really liked. et gnacks.
after school program staff; Miss Becca, Mr. Ald&iss Mrs. Litha is funny she cracks me up. Mrs. Couytize
Courtney, Miss Ashely, and Mr. Chris. Iloveydlba nice. Mrs. Niesha is funny. St. John help you lysiter

Stihncerely, _ grades in school. You were nice enough to let ménb
4™ grade girl the Christmas program. | got to sing. | got tokena
Dear: St. Johns Christmas shirt. | love coming to St. John. |ayw feel

Thanks for the things you did for me and me and Waicome. It feels like home.

family. St. Johns really helped my mom and meani't 4t grade boy

wait for all the fun at Camp Allen! Thanks for pglg me pear St. Johns

with my homework. St. Johns is the best daycasent | |gve you and what you do for me. how you makepzh

to. Thanks for helping me with my good grades.anks and being so nice and letting us have a lock Btafohns.
for teaching me about god. The things about gog ha

really helped me and my mom. | really thank godMis. (Continued on page 9

Vis.
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(Continued from page 8) games and you get to ride horses and a lot of atbelr
Miss Cathe and Lithah both make Fridays grate. sMisngs there to do and | have not ridden a hosshdnt to
rebeca and cortne love us and cherish us alouBial ride one. that’'s why | whant to go.

teachers miss Niesha and Codey play basketbalpkyd5™ grade girl

whith us. St. Johns is the most loveful and chéuls St. Johns has helped me improve in my readingh,n
place and nice in the world. St. Johns also hargy® and social studies. If you weren't there there.Nathy |

that are fun and cool. St. Johns dose so muchfetuine would still be making C’s but | make A’s and B's\nd

| cant right all of it but I still do. St. Johngen take us oreven though Mrs. Litha will get on us, she helpdisten

field trips and | want to thank St. Johns so mumhdbing better instead of playing | class. And you helpread

all of this for me. more, teach us disiplen, and respect, even thowgtion’t
5™ grade girl want to you force us to, and that's a big help.dA&hapel
What | like about St. Johns helps us learn more about God, and Jesus. And

The reason | like St. Johns is because they afersand sleepeovers were very fun. And the games arefuarto.

so cool. and they have go great teachers. and@4tsy is And the computer thingy its helpful but weird, cosihg,
a great manger and Mrs. Litha is great to. Anothasonfustrating, nervraking, and drives people crazy,isit
why | like St. Johns because they do a lot forng they helpful for reading. | want to get a chance totg@amp
help us with our homework so we can get it riglet finst Allen because | think | would have loads and toh&un.

time. Another reason is because they have fupslees And | have never had that much fun. Please | Heen
and you can play Christians and romans, get makesodoing my homework, doing what | have supposed to
And the number one reson why | like the sleeposgereiding when you tell me to read, listened to dahers,
because we play fear factor. | like St. Johns smio all the teachers as a matter of fact. Please Mathy
because they didn't have to do this but they dithey please chose me to go to camp Allen and have & blas
brought all the children that go to St. Johns preséor 5" grade girl

Christmas and that was so nice of yall to do tfdtere is What St. Johns did for me

a lot more St. Johns did for me. Oh and | forgod more The reasons | like St. Johns is because it hashtaug
thing. How Mrs. Jenn taught me how to play thenpidoow to play the piano. It has also helped me wih
and | thanked her for that at the resightal. Tdilat have reading and writin. | also like St. Johns becanfs¥irs.

about St. Johns and | hope you pick me. Kathy and Mrs. Litha. They have been so greatst@itl
gt grade girl of the kids. I'v also met nice people like Mr. Ale St.
Dear St. Jhons, Johns is so wonderful it helps us and teaches umsasty

| would like to go to camp because yall have taglet great things. They also help me with my homewaoré
about god more. like | can talk to him at nightlaall fee me snack. I think St. Johns is the best plate after
kind of other things. And | have picked up my wakscoo. Every one there is so nice and cares abmat
little in school and | also whant to go becauseavem't another. | also thank St. Johns for what “Santat’ ge
been to a camp and | whant to know hat a camjxéssio that was very generic of them to do for the stuslerfitLa
in the future if I whant to go to another camp llwke it Porte ISD. The teachers have been great! too dhe)
and will not be scared. And | also whant to goause | always so nice to everyone.
have heard a lot about it and people has saidttigafun Sincerely,

there. There are cool stuff there like a lot ofspand P.S. Ilove Mrs. Kathy

at

the

do

je2)

‘01 - 0 8 I O#
Thursday, April 29, 2010

Harris County bus, leaving St. John ’s at 9:00 &3 for bus, $10 for tour, stopping for lun
9" O O0O0- -72 ! ;< =9

For more information contact Gordon or Frances Robbat 281-471-4671 or cell 281-467-9569
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Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to usTtty never failing care and love, for this lifg
and the life to come, knowing that Thou art doingthem better things than we can desire or pr
for, through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen.

0. / 8 88 Ed, Rodney, David, Marion, DJ, Cindy, Bob,
Savannah, Gene, Derrick, Dorothy, John, Linda, Gl€arol Ann, Ethan, Lila Fay, Carol, Addie,
Jackson, Carter, Les

-0 08

1 -8 8

Joe Armelli, Corey Ball, Evan Bissett, Karen BryaAtex Burdick, Christopher Compton, Cary
Coughlin, Dennis Cox, Justin Craggs, Scott Dorakaktin Hall, Patrick Hall, Marcus Hamilton,
Josh Hardy, Rufus Harris, Matthew Hemingway, Alek@n Horton, Tim Kimball, Evan Knight,
Michael Lange, Jeff Latham, Bobby Lay, Senator LgMaimon LeMay, William Andrew Lester,
Raymond Lopez, Chris Cooke Mahre, Nicholas Malldigrge Mazariegos Il, Donnie McCaughey
Jason Parramore, Brent Roberts, Alex Segura, Bémj&tiwell, Josh Theroux, Garry Tossing
Jacob Troutman, Michael Windham, and Josh Yoemans,

#1 ?
O God, our times are in Thy hand. Look with fawwe, pray, on your servants as they begin anoth

year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace strengthen their trust in Thy goodness
the days of their life, through Jesus Christ ourd_oAmen.

(%‘/ Apr 4 Rob Thornton Apr 18 Millard Whitehead Jr.
Apr 5 Debbie Cardenas Apr 20 Robin Vest
d: Apr 6 Maggie Menefee Apr 23 Rachel Hampton
‘!-:E‘.I.. Apr 7 John Kilpatrick Apr 24 David Simmons
‘%é) Apr 8 Adam Harris Apr 25 Susie Powers
E‘IHPPH Apr 11 Ali Sidoran Apr 26 Lorenzo Besson
B]:‘.fih,.iag Apr 12 Carol Ford Apr 29 Nancy Miner

Apr 12 Ashlee Menefee Apr 30 Ronnie Cheek

%W Apr 12 Ryleigh Shubert Apr 30 Cory Payne

Apr 17 Jacob Holleman

=

Apr 6 Steve & Sandi Harris

Apr 8 Wayne & Courtney Norton
Apr 20 Ed & Kim Buskirk Ill

Apr 26 Gordon & Frances Robb

Welcome to all our newcomers!!!

Editor's Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed orlisted incorrectly, please notify the Church Gdfic

Rector
The Rev. Michael Besson

Senior Warden
Terri Clawson

Junior Warden
Jorge Mazariegos

After School Director
Kathy Buskirk

Music Director
Clint Brown

Keyboardist
Michelle Shannahan

Office Administrator
Sherry Burns

Lay Assistant to Rector
& Ministry Coordinator
Sandi Harris

Youth Pastors
Dave & Melissa Witt

Christian Education
Deb Gallington

Vestry Members
Charles Ashford
Bob Blakeway
Dan Blanchard
Fred Cloud
Steve Gallington
Carl Gilman
Debra Morris
John Morris
Wes Sallee
Myra Wilson
Virginia Pierson-Turner

Finance Committee
Virginia Pierson-Turner
Paul Berner
Sherry Burns
Jackie Norton
Tricia Wilson
Terri Clawson
Charles Ashford
Jorge Mazariegos
Debra Morris
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE ;

a
If you have an article or notice you would
like published in the next issue, please
submit it via e-mail by the 10th of the mongh
to:

elpwhitehead@yahoo.com

If you cannot email your document, call E
Elizabeth Whitehead at home 281-839-1321
or the church office at 281-471-0383. E

Oo0Do0DO0oooODooodoooDooooooogad

v 2 Ay

22 God!

¢ JVISION .

")

e
RS W@@
Shape the Vision!

U G
© e fellowing Goc'® palt®




