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     Who me…you want me to do what?  I 
know…sometimes I wonder that very same 
thing myself.  Trust me when I say that I 
understand how hard this whole “one in 
one” vision can actually be…invite one 
person into a relationship with Jesus Christ 
in one year…how uncomfortable that 
thought can be…why on earth would our 
rector ask us to do such a thing?  Isn’t our 
faith supposed to be personal?  Is it really 
my business?  No way I’m going to be the 
one around the office that my co-workers 
call the “preacher” or the “religious 
fanatic”…bring up Jesus during lunch at 
school?  Are you kidding me?  My friends 
would laugh me right off the table!  I know. 
     How do we do this thing that Jesus calls 
us to do?  What steps do we take?  How do I 
even begin to approach someone to speak 
about the things of God?  Good questions 
that deserve answers.  I think the first step 
in the process is to understand that it is 
Jesus Christ himself who’s called us to this 
task…not the preacher…not the rector…it 
is Jesus who commissioned us for this very 
important assignment (see Matthew 28: 16-
20).  Imagine this…imagine the disciples 
gathered in the upper room on Pentecost…
the Spirit of God has swept through the 
room and left tongues of flaming fire 
burning over their heads…God has shown 
up in a way that there is no mistaking what 
has just happened…the Spirit has blown in 
with the rush of a mighty wind.  So what if 
the first response to all of this had been for 
the disciples to form committees to plan the 
new church budget or to do a study of the 
demographics?  What if they had decided to 
form sub groups that would meticulously 
study the theology of evangelism?  What if 
they had decided to keep the Good News to 
themselves?  I’m not so sure that you and I 

would be members of a church had the 
Pentecost story been like that.  The fact is 
that God used (and continues to use) people 
to spread the Gospel…Peter preached his 
famous sermon and the church was born…
not in the upper room…but in the telling of 
the story of salvation outside of the walls of 
the “church”.  You and I are members of 
that same church that began so very long 
ago.  We now have the torch in our hands…
it is our responsibility to now go forth and 
share what we know…this thing that 
changes our lives…this news of salvation 
and faith and hope and love.  No one is 
exempt from the task…no one. 
     The next step is to pray…pray for God to 
reveal to you this one person who may not 
know about the power of God and how it 
can affect every single thing that they do.  
Has God changed your life?  Does God’s 
word inspire you…does your faith matter…
do you pray…does your faith give you hope 
even when things look hopeless?  I suppose 
your answer is yes…not true for everyone.  
I know people “out there” who see God as 
an agent of earthquakes…they see him as 
cruel or unfair…they know him only as an 
impersonal judge or they don’t know 
anything about him at all other than the fact 
that he was born on Christmas and rose to 
life on Easter…and even when they know 
that they don’t understand what it means for 
them.  St. John’s…we know don’t we?  We 
may not have all the answers but we know 
how God has touched us and we know how 
he’s pulled us out of some desperate 
situations…we know how God has blessed 
us.  News to share?  Absolutely…I pray that 
we will do just that… 
 
God bless you… 
 

Father Mike+ 
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Welcome to a new year, Acolytes! We have a few 
leaving our ranks early this year, so I urge any interested 
party to come to an Acolyte training for new acolytes that 
I will be scheduling for February 7 directly following the 
10:30 service. I am also planning a Crucifer training for 
existing acolytes that want to move up to that ministry 
position on February 21 also following the 10:30 service. 
Remember: You must be able to lift the heavy crucifix to 
be able to do this ministry. Please continue to check to 
see if you are scheduled during any time that you might 
be out of town (Spring break is just around the corner) 
and remember to find a replacement for yourself if you 
cannot be there for your scheduled Sunday. Please be 
sure to enquire if the acolyte that you are choosing to 
replace yourself has the necessary training to complete 
your roll. For example, if you are a Crucifer, than please 
be sure that your replacement has been trained to be a 
Crucifer as well. Acolyte schedules are sent via the 
newsletter and are also posted in the lay ministry 
schedule on St. John's website.  Also, look closely at the 
schedule and let me know as soon as possible if it seems 
you have been left out of the rotation. If you have 
any other Acolyte related questions please call me at 832-
212-1217 or email me at lsborkowski@hotmail .com.    If 
none of the new robes fit you, please email me to let me 
know your height and build dimensions so that we can 
order more new ones. 
  Fr. Mike has also asked for the acolytes to please have 
less communication and fidgeting during the service, 
especially during communion since this can be a 

distraction to him and to those worshipping in the 
congregation. Our Vergers have asked me to remind the 
Acolytes to please refrain from wearing open toed-shoes 
and sandals while serving. 
 As always the following items of note for Acolytes or 
the parents of Acolytes still apply: 
 1) If you are interested in becoming an Acolyte (or 
becoming a Crucifer) do not hesitate to call me at 832-
212-1217. 
2) If you need a different size robe than is available 
currently in the Acolyte preparation room, let me know 
(again at the above number if you can’t get a hold of me 
in church) so that I can order more and get the matter 
resolved. 
4) You should let me know before the 10th of a given 
month if you are unavailable to serve in the subsequent 
month so that I can include your absence on the schedule. 
5) Remember, it is your responsibility to find your 
replacement if you are not able to serve on your 
scheduled Sunday. Acolyte trainees at an 8:00 service 
will not need to find a replacement but should still let me 
know if you cannot serve so that they may be placed at 
another 8:00 service to finish their training. 
  
You have all been doing a great job and here’s to a 
wonderful 2010! 
  
 Your Acolyte Master, 
Nick Borkowski 
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 The Annual Parish Meeting was a truly enjoyable 
event, but for those that missed it - I thought I would 
recap briefly our budget for 2010.  It is virtually balanced 
(just $1000 deficit) but it is far from a budget of scarcity.  
Total budgeted income is down $43,000 from the actual 
income of 2009.  This is primarily due to reduced pledges 
and the Diocesan Grant, in it's second year, going from 
$25,000 to $15,000.     
 Expenses are budgeted to remain relatively flat.  
Due to the reduced income, we were not able to do 
some of the things we had hoped - staff will receive no 
salary increases year, we will not be able to increase our 
contribution to the afterschool program, nor will we be 
able to contribute any funds to our reserve for repairs or 
for the roof.  The repair reserve has already been "hit" for 
the $3000 replacement of the furnace in Stein Hall, so 

keep our facilities in your prayers!  We've done a lot of 
work over the past couple of years, but things do 
continue to wear out.    
 This is certainly not the budget we had hoped for, 
but many parishes would love to be in our position - 
again we do have a balanced budget.   Please note that we 
were $20,000 short in receipts of pledges for 2009.  With 
a "tight" 2010 budget, it is very important that you let 
Sherry or Father Mike know if your 2010 pledge cannot 
be met.  We've cut all we can!  If you would like a hard, 
or electronic copy of the budget distributed at the parish 
meeting - please let Sherry or me know.  
  
As always, thank you for your faithfulness.   
Virginia 
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Welcome to the Lenten Series that holds within it the power to transform our lives.  This 
thought provoking study will enable us all to come to a clear understanding as to how God 
relates to his people and what our work is in our world both as individuals and as a 
community.  We will learn how to hear God, how to listen and speak to God, and how to 
clearly see God at work in our lives and in the world.  Along with that, we will discover 
the one thing that God wants most from us.  Each class will find us making new, incredible 
discoveries in our journey with Jesus Christ.   

Book price:  $13.00  
Books are on sale in the gift shop between services on  Sunday.  After the 10:30 service or 
during the week please see Sandi to purchase a book. 
It is best for you to read as much of the book as you can prior to the first class...so get your 
copy as soon as you can. 
Each participant in this class will sign a covenant, or promise, to attend each one of the 6 
classes.   
All members of St. John’s are asked to take this course, including our EYC...there is 
nothing else quite like it...you will be very, very blessed by this experience.      

45 ��������
�6��45 ��������
�6��45 ��������
�6��45 ��������
�6��� ���
Sunday Nights 

February 21st-March 28th  

5:30-7:30pm in Faith Hall 
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Whatever your age or income,  
this seminar will help you to:  

· Start on the road to financial freedom 
· Establish a workable, personal financial plan  
· Live a debt-free life  
· Improve communication with your spouse 
· Become “free to serve” as God directs 
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February 17th 

at Noon and 7pm 

 

Imposition of ashes at both services  

 

Nursery available  

at 7pm service 

?0�������

will be here at St John’s  
Faith Hall 

 

Sunday, February 14th  
5pm 

&�0��!����!���������

 for those who attended Cursillo  

 Monday, February 8th 

Faith Hall 

6:30p 
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 The children have started turning in their 
request for a Camp Allen Scholarship this summer.  
Here are two letters.  Just remember they are 
verbatim.  There are many misspellings and 
grammatical errors, but they are all heartfelt.  

 Each summer, the Hampton Memorial 
Scholarship Fund allows children to go to Camp 
Allen for one week.  The children must write a 
request in their own words as to what they like about 
the after school program.  It's difficult to decide 
which will be able to go.  Those that are able to go 
come back changed from the experience.    The 
Diocese provides around $150 towards the children 
we send, then with Rachel Hampton's hard work and 
your donations the balance is paid (around $350 per 
child).    This is an opportunity for our children to 
have an experience that many have never had.  
Horseback riding, canoeing, gathering around a 
campfire and singing songs, blobbing in a lake, 
making new friendships, and involving Christ in 
every day life are things that some may never 
experience again.    Pray for us to choose those who 
could benefit the most this summer.  And pray that 
we will be able to continue this for a long time.    
Thank you Rachel Hampton for all your YUMMY 
PIES AND CAKES that have brought thousands of 
dollars for our children in memory of the lives of 
Ralph and Russell Hampton   

4th grade girl 
St. John’s care for me while my family is at work.  
My mom loves St. Johns because we stay hear until 
I get picked up.  I want to go to camp Alian to get 
away from my house.  I do not want to be at home 
alone.  I love camps all over the world.  We could 
ride horses.  Boats.. Play in the rain.  I can’t wait 
until this summer and maybe I go to camp. 
  
 
5th grade girl 
I would like to go to Camp Allen again because it is 
a fun and wholesome experiance .  This is my last 
chance to go for free.  When I’m in 6th Grade, I’ll 
have to pay $500 to go. 
  

I like St. John’s because there’s fun activitys to go 
to.  And I get to read and do homework without 
taking it out of my free time at home. 
  

St. John’s helps me because my dad is a single 
father with no help and has to work till who-knows-
when.  And I get free snacks because I don’t usually 
eat breakfast. 
   
 I'll have more letters from the children  in 
future newsletters. 
 
Kathy 
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 On Sunday,  January 24th the 
following twelve ladies agreed to live as Daughters 
of the King during their preparation for membership 
in this Order and undertake to prepare themselves 
through participation in the National Study Guide of 
the Order.  They agreed to obey a rule of daily 
prayer and seek to do the will of God wherever they 
are.  It was my honor to present to our Parish the 
following ladies:  Precious Bacheller (PT); Becky 
Cherry; Laverne Covington; Maura Free; Pam 
Gilman; Sharon Hill; Claudette (Squeaky) Miklis; 
Debra Morris; Mae Pinkham; Dianne Rader; Linda 
Robertson; and Lynn Wilbarger.  We will begin the 
Study program Sunday after 10:30AM services on 
February 14th in Stein Hall.  When I joined 
Daughters in March of 1967 as one of the Charter 
members, we did not have a National Study Guide 
and so I plan to take this myself at this time.     The 
Spring Assembly will be held at St. Timothy's in 
Lake Jackson, February 26th and 27th.  The Glory 
Bound Singers will lead worship again and we begin 
practice this Saturday January 30th at Ascension in 
Houston.  Nancy McCann, our Director will come in 
from Austin for a day of practice with us.  Our next 
and only other practice will be February 13th at 
Brenham (St. Peter's ) since our beloved Houston 
Director, Marianne Smith went to be with our Lord 
on Saturday December 19th.  
 Due to my schedule changing, I have tried to 
make certain all Daughters and our prospective 
Daughters, especially those without computers, are 
advised that both regular meetings for February and 
March will be the 1st Saturday of the month 
beginning with fellowship at 1:30 pm in Faith hall 
(February 6th and March 6th).   
 DOK training will begin Sunday, February 

14th at 12:30 pm (Session One) and Sunday, 
February 21st at 12:30 pm (Session Two) after the 
10:30 am Holy Communion service in Stein Hall.  It 
will last approximately an hour.  I’m asking you to 
read any information and perhaps jot down answers 
to the questions in pencil so that you may respond 
aloud for a couple of minutes.  All voluntary, of 
course, but perhaps we will build a bit of community 
at the same time.   
 Father Mike would like you all to attend 
Discovery weekend February 19th and 20th.  This is 
an excellent program and I recommend it highly.  It 
gives you the highlights of the Episcopal Church and 
St. John’s.  
 Most of the new ladies in preparation are 
fully involved in the life of St. John's and we invite 
them to be fully involved with the Daughters as 
well.  I have an article entitled "Spiritual Thoughts 
from the Front Lines", a Chaplain named Stephen 
Dicks writing from Tallil, Iraq.  This is the modern 
name for the city of Ur--the ancient home of Abram 
(Abraham, Nahor, and Haran), whom God called to 
leave the wealth, splendor and idolatry they knew, to 
follow by faith the one true God, many thousands of 
years ago.  This is the beginning of the story of 
Genesis.  This will be our talk for the meeting.    
 We will take up a collection for the Self-
Denial Fund at our February meeting and this will 
be sent to Headquarters.  I have been advised they 
plan to send any monies they receive at this 
collection time to Haiti.  This is always 
a voluntary asking. 
 
Blessings and love,  
 

Alice   
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 meets the first Wednesday of each month  

in the parish office 
 at 7pm 

 Our next meeting will be February 3rd  
 
 

*Contact John Morris for more information 
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Alexa Nicole Hall was baptized Sunday January 31st.  She is the daughter of Adam and 
Jennifer Hall.  Crystila Hall and Brian Jones are her godparents.  The proud grandparents 
are John and Joy Hall and her great grandmother is Carol Ford.  Her great uncle Jay 
Meador was also there to celebrate and gave a wonderful children’s sermon.  
Congratulations to the whole family!   

9����"�� �"�  ���
�

The Sign-up sheet for those who would like 
to bring soup for the Lenten Series is in 

Faith Hall 
�

 *We need 5-7 pots of soup 
 each week  

�

Due to budget cuts in fellowship this year 
we also need monetary donations for the 

salad and bread that we serve 
 ($30 per week)  

�

@�If you would like to contribute for  
salad/bread please see Ellen Besson�
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Calling all men of the parish!  
 Please come help cook and serve pancakes for 

Shrove Tuesday  
 

All cooks should arrive at 4:30pm   
Pancakes will be served at 6pm 

 

   
The cost of a pancake dinner will be 

 $2 per individual, $6 per family 
 

*Contact John Kilpatrick to sign up to help* 
 

See you there! 
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   Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to Thy never failing care and love, for this life 
and the life to come, knowing that Thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or pray 
for, through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

+�0��������	<+�0��������	<+�0��������	<+�0��������	< ����
O God, our times are in Thy hand.  Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another 
year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in Thy goodness all 
the days of their life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Feb   1 Austin Witt 
Feb   3 Barbara Lundy 
Feb   4 Ryan Vest 
Feb   5 Kristen Neumann 
Feb   6 Linda Robertson 
Feb   8 John Napier 
Feb   8 Matt Wilson 
Feb   9 Virginia Pierson-Turner 
Feb  12 John Blakeway 
Feb  12 Vivian Gomer 
Feb  13 Gene Gribbin 
Feb  14 Bob Langfeldt 
Feb  14 Charlotte Merrill 
Feb  14 Marion Morris 
 

 
Feb  16 Wayne Norton Jr. 
Feb  17 Mike Furin 
Feb  19 Herman Bell 
Feb  21 Deb Gallington 
Feb  21 Sierra Slaughter 
Feb  24 Jackie Norton 
Feb  24 Vivian Permenter 
Feb  25 Jonah Gallington 
Feb  28 Bob Blakeway  
Feb  28 Dallan Salter 
Feb  28 Hudson Stein 
Feb  28 Savannah Stein 
Feb  29 Lea Vest 
 

Editor’s Note:  If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please notify the Church Office. 

Rector    
The Rev. Michael Besson 

 
 
 

Senior Warden  
Teri Clawson 

 
 
 

Junior Warden  
 
 
 

After School Director  
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 
 
 

Music Director 
Clint Brown 

 
 
 

Keyboardist 
Michelle Shannahan 

 
 
 
 

Office Administrator  
Sherry Burns 

  
 
 

Lay Assistant to Rector 
&  Ministry Coordinator 

Sandi Harris 
 
 
 

Youth Pastors 
Dave & Melissa Witt 

 
 
 

Christian Education 
Deb Gallington 

 
 
 
 

Vestry Members  
Charles Ashford  
Bob Blakeway 
Dan Blanchard                        

Fred Cloud 
Steve Gallington 

Carl Gilman 
Jorge Mazariegos 

Debra Morris 
John Morris 
Wes Sallee 

Myra Wilson 
Virginia Pierson-Turner 

 
 
 
 

Finance Committee 
Virginia Pierson-Turner 

 Paul Berner 
Robin Vest 

John Cardenas 


��	���������(�	����2�����00��		
��	���������(�	����2�����00��		
��	���������(�	����2�����00��		
��	���������(�	����2�����00��		C CCC  Ed, Rodney, David, Marion, DJ, Cindy, Bob,  
Savannah, Gene, Derrick, Dorothy, Paul, Rachel, Lola, John, Patty, Ken, John, Etoile, Katherine 

��������3����3�00���� �������������3����3�00���� �������������3����3�00���� �������������3����3�00���� �����C�   

��!���	��3�����!�0�������!���	��3�����!�0�������!���	��3�����!�0�������!���	��3�����!�0�����C CCC����
Joe Armelli, Corey Ball, Evan Bissett, Karen Bryant, Alex Burdick, Christopher Compton, Cary 
Coughlin, Dennis Cox, Justin Craggs, George Dick, Scott Dorand, Austin Hall, Patrick Hall, Marcus 
Hamilton, Josh Hardy, Matthew Hemingway, Alexandria Horton, Tim Kimball, Evan Knight, Jeff 
Latham, Bobby Lay, Senator LeMay, Simon LeMay, Raymond Lopez, Chris Cooke Mahre, 
Nicholas Mallory, Jorge Mazariegos II, Donnie McCaughey, Jason Parramore, Brent Roberts, Alex 
Segura, Benjamin Stilwell, Josh Theroux, Garry Tossing,  Jacob Troutman, Michael Windham, and 
Josh Yoemans,  

 
 
Welcome to all our newcomers!!! 

 

Feb   5 Fred & Barbara Cloud 
Feb   9 Wes & JoLynn Sallee 
Feb  14 David & Cindy Stamps 
Feb  19 Al & Patty Ward 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

If you have an article or notice you would 
like published in the next issue, please 
submit it via e-mail  by the 10th of the month  
to: 

elpwhitehead@yahoo.com 

If you cannot email your document, call 
Elizabeth Whitehead at home 281-839-1321 
or the church office at 281-471-0383. 
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