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 One of our members has suggested the 
following:  "If my people, who are called by my 
name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my 
face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal 
their land".  2 Chron., Chapter 7, Verse 14  I would 
like  to suggest that we use this as a new            
heading for our monthly prayer list.                                         
 At the National Day of Prayer each 
first Thursday in May, Patricia Musgrave, the leader 
of the meeting at City Hall, Nassau Bay, always 
begins her address to the crowd with the above 
prayer.  Perhaps we need to begin to pray this prayer 
with the well-being of our United States in mind.    
 Our next meeting of the Daughters of the 
King will be January 9th in Faith Hall with 
fellowship at 1:30 PM and our meeting at 2:00 PM.  
Please notice the DOK brochures in the Narthex.  
Pick up a "Prayer Request List" and bring it to the 

next meeting in January.  Thanks to Barbara Cloud 
for this suggestion.  Barbara has the Junior DOK 
started and is enthusiastically meeting on a 
Wednesday night during the month.                    
 2009 is nearly gone and 2010 is beginning.  
We will celebrate Doug Lasiter's Ordination to the 
Priesthood at Ascension next Tuesday night January 
5th at 7:00 PM. Our service for "Beginning the 
Preparation for Membership in The Order of the 
Daughters of the King", for interested members,  
will be January 24th at the 10:30am service.  We 
have approximately eight members who are 
interested in joining our Chapter.  
           Two members celebrated birthdays in 
December--Kathy Buskirk (10th) and Joyce Bell 
(24th).    
   
For His Sake,   
Alice Sparks       
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 New Year, new opportunities, new 
challenges, new decade.  I join Fr. Mike in 
encouraging everyone to begin a new discipline of 
reading the Bible this year.  I think that is a great idea 
and I will participate.  Doing Forward Day by Day is 
just not enough!  This Christmas was very relaxing.  
We decided since the inside of our house is still torn 
up from Ike and the April flood, we wouldn't 
decorate as we usually do so I do not have lights to 
take off the house on the twelfth day of Christmas.  
We made it to Austin to see 5 of our 6 children and 
11 of our 14 grandchildren.  We visited our good 
friend's daughter's house Christmas day and got to 
join in their celebration.  We received gifts we did 
not expect and were blessed by these wonderful 
people. 

 We are so blessed to be a part of the St. John's 
family.  There are so many wonderful people here 
who are using their gifts and talents in the service of 
others.  I am with Fr. Mike on this: 2010 will be a 
great year at our church.  Deb has new things coming 

in our Christian Education adventure and we will 
continue to reach out to the La Porte community to 
spread the gospel.  You are all, individually, such a 
blessing.  It is through the small efforts of each of us 
that we  can make a huge difference in our 
community.  No one has to do great things, just small 
acts of kindness with great love, as Mother Teresa 
said, that will change the world. 

 Please let Fr. Mike or me know if you know 
of a need for pastoral ministry.  We really want to be 
there for our parishioners whenever we can.  Our 
dedicated and gifted office staff will relay to us 
anything you let them know about.  If you haven't 
been to church in a while, come and join us.  There 
are exciting things going on and we need you to be 
part of them.  You are an important part of God's plan 
for St. John's. 

Bless you every one, 

Chaplain John Morris 
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 The Jr. Daughters of the King met on Dec. 2. 
 Each of the girls had completed a box for the 
Seafarers Center.  We had a donation brought in by 
the Harris family of 2 more boxes, and then we 
completed 6 more that evening.  Carl Gilman 

delivered the eleven boxes to the Seafarers Center for 
us.  

 The next meeting of the Jr. DOK will be on 
Wed., Jan. 27 at 6:30 pm.  
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 As usual, say “Help!” and you are there with 
a sincere “What can I do?”  Thanks to all of you 
who contributed to the cause by donating 25 cans of 
milk, bags of coconut, 25 bars of German chocolate, 
nuts, flour, sugar, etc.  The response was over-
whelming. 

 There were many offers of help.  Unshelled 
nuts were shelled and chopped.  Already shelled 
nuts were picked through to eliminate bits of shell.  
Many of you purchased cakes and pies.   

 The result was that almost $1400.00 was 

made and will be used to send some of the after 
school kids to camp next summer.  This not only 
gives them an experience of a lifetime, but it also 
says to them again that the St. John’s people love 
and care for them. 

 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart, 

Rachel Hampton 
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Father Mike would like all the parishioners at St. John’s to make a commitment to read our bibles everyday.  
By reading the following passages each day we will have read the entire bible in one year!                      
*It’s not too late to catch up! 
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By reading the following passages each day we will have read the entire bible in one year!                      
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Safeguarding God’s People:  Preventing Sexual 
Exploitation in Communities of Faith provides 
training for clergy, members, employees, volunteers, 
and church leaders about sexual exploitation 
between clergy or church leaders and those they 
serve. 

The goal of this program is to prevent sexual 
exploitation in The Episcopal Church, to encourage 
adults to report to church leaders when they see 
signs of sexual exploitation, and to give 
Episcopalians a language with which to talk about 
the issue of sexual exploitation. 

All people in leadership positions as well as anyone 
with Pastoral Relationships must complete the 3 
hour training course.  This will include all staff, 
vestry, ministry leaders, and ministry volunteers that 
work with individuals on a regular basis 
(Community of Hope, Lay Eucharistic visitors, 
teachers, youth workers, Worship leaders, Lay 
Chaplains, etc). If you are required to participate in 
this training you will receive a letter with more 
information of the course. 

Safeguarding God’s People will be offered 4 times a 
year.  You are required to take the training within 90 
days of beginning your ministry.  The diocese is 
giving us this first year to get everyone trained, so 
we can spread out the trainings so we accommodate 
the large number of people that will need to take the 
course. 
 

Classes will be:  Wednesday, March 10, 2010 
(6:30p-9:30p) 

   Thursday, May 13, 2010 
(6:30p – 9:30p) 

   Saturday, September 25, 2010 
(9:00a – 12:00p) 

   Saturday, November 6, 2010 
(9:00a – 12:00p) 

 
Contact Sandi Harris if you have any questions. 
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   Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to Thy never failing care and love, for this life 
and the life to come, knowing that Thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or pray 
for, through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

 ����������	9 ����������	9 ����������	9 ����������	9 ����
O God, our times are in Thy hand.  Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another 
year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in Thy goodness all 
the days of their life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
 
Jan    3 Patrick Hall 
Jan    9 Jeff Coughlin 
Jan  10 Melissa Witt 
Jan  10 Lisa Hicks 
Jan  11 Kayla Blanchard 
Jan  12 Nicole Napier 
Jan  13 Robert Neumann 
Jan  13 Jessica Pierson-Turner 
Jan  14 Edna Westbrook 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Jan  14 Desmond Lang 
Jan  16 Crystila Hall 
Jan  19 Jeffrey Coughlin 
Jan   21 Avery Witt 
Jan  22 John Grimaud 
Jan  22 Jesi Rae Solis 
Jan  25 Anna Vest 
Jan  26 Adam Hall 
Jan  31 Jana Joerns 

Editor’s Note:  If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please notify the Church Office. 

Rector    
The Rev. Michael Besson 

 
 
 

Senior Warden  
Teri Clawson 

 
 
 

Junior Warden  
Wes Sallee 

 
 
 

After School Director  
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 
 
 

Music Director 
Clint Brown 

 
 
 

Keyboardist 
Michelle Shannahan 

 
 
 
 

Office Administrator  
Sherry Burns 

  
 
 

Lay Assistant to Rector 
&  Ministry Coordinator 

Sandi Harris 
 
 
 

Youth Pastors 
Ellen Besson 

 
 
 

Christian Education 
Deb Gallington 

 
 
 
 

Vestry Members  
Charles Ashford  
Bob Blakeway 
Dan Blanchard                        
Barbara Cloud 

Steve Gallington 
Desmond Lang 
Debra Morris 
John Morris 
Myra Wilson 
 Tricia Wilson 

 
 
 
 

Finance Committee 
Virginia Pierson-Turner 

 Paul Berner 
Robin Vest 

John Cardenas 


��	��������%3�	��������������		
��	��������%3�	��������������		
��	��������%3�	��������������		
��	��������%3�	��������������		C CCC  Ed, Rodney, David, Marion, DJ, Cindy, Bob,  
Savannah, Gene, Derrick, Dorothy, Paul, Janet, John, Lois, Dawn, Rachel, Lola, John, Patty, Ken, 
Mary 

��������!����!�����%�.����%��������!����!�����%�.����%��������!����!�����%�.����%��������!����!�����%�.����%C�   

��#���	��!�����#���������#���	��!�����#���������#���	��!�����#���������#���	��!�����#�������C CCC����
Joe Armelli, Corey Ball, Evan Bissett, Karen Bryant, Alex Burdick, Christopher Compton, Cary 
Coughlin, Dennis Cox, Justin Craggs, George Dick, Scott Dorand, Austin Hall, Patrick Hall, Marcus 
Hamilton, Josh Hardy, Matthew Hemingway, Alexandria Horton, Tim Kimball, Evan Knight, Jeff 
Latham, Bobby Lay, Senator LeMay, Simon LeMay, Raymond Lopez, Chris Cooke Mahre, 
Nicholas Mallory, Jorge Mazariegos II, Donnie McCoy, Jason Parramore, Brent Roberts, Alex 
Segura, Benjamin Stilwell, Josh Theroux, Garry Tossing,  Jacob Troutman, Michael Windham, and 
Josh Yoemans,  

 
 
Welcome to all our newcomers!!! 

 
 
Jan   2 Wayne & Jackie Norton 
Jan   9 Les & Alice Sparks 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

If you have an article or notice you would 
like published in the next issue, please 
submit it via e-mail  by the 10th of the month  
to: 

elpwhitehead@yahoo.com 

If you cannot email your document, call 
Elizabeth Whitehead at home 281-839-1321 
or the church office at 281-471-0383. 
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