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Humbled...again from their garden. Then the part that
bLought a few tears to my eyes...things
. : " ~like a description of the junior warden {a
read_ my Texas Eplsc_:opallan Wit oman) who tackles the cracks in the
passing interest. | skim the art'(:I‘Eﬁ‘iveway and broken furnace while her
quickly, unless of course | already knoé’YlouIder is just as strong to tackle the
something about the church or tla?

. . acks occurring in their lives and
person the articles might feature. Th?ﬂoken hearts There’'s the churth

after my quick read, | hand it off to m ecretary who overcomes her shyness to

son who makes it into a small tent rig nd at the lectern and read the lesqons
there on the floor before shredding . the church that she vacuums and

If:]tohal thousar;d plt_atces. On a good ishes and cleans. The writer,|a
€ helps me clean it up. member of the church, describes sitting

So when my very good friend the parish hall for the monthly pot
Barbara Cloud asked me if I'd read tHéck; “as | sit in my place in the circle gf
article about the “little church up ne&elding tables it is much like God's
Dallas” | was forced to admit that | hagparrows must feel, sitting in the nest|of
not. St. John’s, Center is the textboblis hands”. ~ Wow.  Thank yo
definition of “little”...14 members allBarbara...thank you St. John’
pictured there right next to the full pageenter...they will be receiving a che¢
article. Barbara had cut it our for me ®m us next week.
read so when | did | assumed | would

learn of some incredible miracle inSiqedrone on about our attendance and pur
of their walls or maybe some I.Jniququget...both of which have been |n
outreach that they were dOIng"olec:line...l wonder about what | might
mean...how_ much news can come frod‘@ forgetting. Yes...l want this churgh
a church with only 14 members? T grow...it needs to grow...I want tp
answer...more than | could have eVELS new faces. . | want to see the “old”

imagined. | did in fact read ab_o_ut \.Nh ces (if that's really the proper term). .1
must have been dozens of mlnlstrleﬁﬁ(

I must admit that most of the tim

U,

And here | am...humbled...again. As

hina f AA ant us gathered together on Sunday
e¥tertyt tlr?g Hro_rfn P grO;JpSt,h an ann;J ornings with the same excitement that
git 1o the Heirer Froject...they are e've always had...all of us. But |l

only church that provides casseroles : : :
the local food bank. That's not al Rlnk in my worrying and my praying

: nd my planning and preaching apd

: . S Writing | have forgotten something velry
guild, repairs, and to meet their dloces1 ortant. There is a lesson to be

oin_gat_ions. Ea.lCh week a diﬁereﬂéarned from little St. John’s way up
parishioner provides the altar flowers

(Continued on page 4
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Well | just don't know what to say - except tioe office) We (the Vestry) have been very prudg

begin with "I'm sorry" No, | am not writing fronm trying to build back these reserves, but to me

Cozumel! But | do think I've been suffering fropayroll, and some large quarterly expenses, we
the sin of pride. The first half of the year, fraanto draw $7000, yes $7000 from savings to mail the

financial standpoint, was unbelievable - our inconlecks. We are not destitute - don't get me wrong

was more than we budgeted and our expenses lagve got money in the bank and year to date
such a change from a few years ago. So, wétéhin the "black” but the last couple of monthesve
summer came, and we started to get a little behinddone much of the good (the cushion) we

| didn't even start my "don't forget your pledgelanaged to rebuild earlier in the year.

chant. | count the money every Sunday and noticed | was so sure that | knew where the budg
that the plate was getting less and less, but hdidwould end up. And | knew how much we'd have
realize, until 1 began working with Sherry on thige bank and | knew how much surplus we'd hay
proposed 2010 budget how far behind we are. | Batlyou know what - that was the sin of pride htig
honestly thought that we'd end the year "aheadthefe - this has nothing to do with me. And nowv,
budget in pledges. Please keep in mind that wavdoprepare for the 2010 budget process, | fing
"discount” pledges for budgeting purposes - by 58en't know where we stand. Several people ha

That is why for several months "Pledge Incomméntioned to me that the new statements we

was actually higher than budgeted - no auwmnfusing and folks thought they were current wh
skipped a beat and we were collecting more tharthvey weren't. You should be getting a clear

had budgeted. However it appears that asveskion of your statement, if you've not already.

October, we are $8000 behind budget and thapefully it is no more than this. If however, yo
equates to actually $16,000 behind in pledges. afesbehind and won't be able to catch up, pledsg
you know your pledge is kept very confidential tju&erry know - again, your pledge is between y
Mike and Sherry, but they informed me there isamal God and no one is watching - but to forec
"glaring issue" - just a little bit behind here ahére next year | need your help figuring out where we &
- but it adds up. We've received a lot of helphwitl'm humbled! And, if you are a little behind an
r "IKE Redemption" funds - but we've spentcan get that $20 or $50 or $100 caught up pleasq
great deal too. We've fully used most of our @psio. That would be a huge help.
reserves for upstairs in Stein Hall (yes we do have
the money in the bank to finish) and for repaiteraf

IKE (we are going to replace the leaking windows ipg always, thank you for your faithfulness!
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The Junior Daughters of the King had their fimbnth, but with Thanksgiving and Christm
meeting on Oct. 28. There are three young latli@sholidays we will meet on December 2nd.

are participating at this time. They are Maureen

Gallington, Tess Wilson, and Savannah Stein. TB%)jlnnlng in January we will meet on the 27th.
are in the process of studying their handbook,
learning a Bible memory verse, completing a shoeox
for the Seafarer's Center, and practicing prayaityd' YOU aré between the ages of 8 and 18,

for the needs of their family, our congregationgd aﬁpd th'nkl you might beB mgerestgld 'nﬁ“‘{
our community. Jjoining, please contact Barbara Clo

phone - 281 479 0821; email:

fbcloud@aol.com
We will normally meet the last Wednesday of each

AS
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Having grown up in the 60’s and 70’s | haegking what are you doing and can | help?).
a lot of fond memories. My brother and | were . . .
raised to believe God always comes first. We were My long time friend, and self-professed bi
taught to be independent and responsible Jgfe!: Maura Free, must have been having the s;
everything we did (both good and bad). Our ho
was loving, yet disciplined. We had everything
needed and a lot of what we wanted. Yet, thates
of responsibility called to each of us as we redc

the age of 16 and began working part-time jobs. YRars: ! have_ learned that it is not ‘."‘bOUt S04
atus, economic status, or any other kind of stalt

felt so powerful to be in control of our own money: :
That $1.40 an hour (yes, that was the minim about the love | see all around me, in YOUH
' ' love of God above and beyond all else.s It

wage back in those days) gave us both a send , .
responsibility, accomplishment, and pride. t%e love for St. John’s. It is the love for one@tner.

unteer to help with the After School Progra
ual garage sale. That was my beginning. | h

After we each got married, my brother anthings are bad. | am so very proud of my chur
were both visiting Mom and Dad for a lorfgAMILY. We all work together. No job is too big
weekend. | remember Dad calling us into the @ertoo small. | have learned that tithing isn’stu
for a “private talk.” | will never forget the mostbout the giving of money, although | do recogni
important lesson | would ever learn. Dad satthat it is indeed a necessary reality. But givoig
down and told us the secret. He said that if yeerself, your time, your talent is equally imparta
wanted to be successful adults there were tiieeost every time | am at the church someone
things we needed to always remember. First, alvtagse doing something! Whether it's mowing th
put God first. Second, your family comes nefkeld, helping with a work day, inside or out, foid
Lastly, your job/career. If you do the first twio, bulletins, replacing light bulbs, cooking fo
the right order, the third one will fall into place  everyone, cleaning someone’s house out afte
: 1asty hurricane, etc. people of this parish aragd
All these years later | still remember Dag's,ing the church or one another. It is an utte

secret (advice). But Dad, | have to tell you, y : - |
were wrong!! Well, not really wrong, it’s just tha 8H1azmg thing to watch and be a part of

have learned another lesson. This one came from As this holiday season approaches, pled
our church family. It's the “sense” of giving. Wth continue to be the wonderful people | have come
my children were growing up | used to volunteer forow and love. Continue tithing, no matter wh
almost everything they were involved in. Beingfam it takes on. Know that God is always with yg
single parent meant giving a lot of money was moaad so is your church family. And above all els

J
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m ughts that | was. She decided that we should

m
nve

arned so much from each of you over the past few
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It is being there when things are good and when
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option, so | gave of my time. When the kids grelease, please remember that God is good- whgen?

up, | thought — now it's “me” time! Well the “meALL OF THE TIME!"! Have a wonderful and
time didn’'t last very long, maybe a couple bbiessed Christmas and New Year.

months. | quickly realized that something was

missing; while at the same time | watched in utter

amazement at all the things going on at St. John’s. ) o

People were always involved in something! | came  Merry Christmas!! Q)

to understand that it didn’t matter how large, smal : *e
ge, sm Terri Clawson oee

or how often the involvement was, it was
happening! My next thought was, how do | joinlin; §
really don’t know many people (at least not well
enough to feel comfortable approaching them and
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(Continued from page 1) receiving my communion in covenant with Christ |s
there in Center, Texas, wherever that is. | quideply satisfying. And the peace | feel, taking my
Lesly Johnson who wrote the article: earthly meal from the hands of God'’s children ie th

y . . . arish hall is a quality of fellowship | pray evene
Here we have a single circle, bound by outhf inds in their church”.

in God, our care for one another and our church.
This circle prays seriously for our future, warmly Sound familiar? My brothers and sisters (in
welcomes the occasional visitor and seeks to eml@igrist...may we never forget what we have herej...
itself. This circle grows in spirit by acceptanbg, may we never take it for granted. May our “being
forgiveness, by both its sameness and its diffegnogether” be so vital to our week, so vital to our
by its expectations of God's goodness”. Iiiles, that we wouldn’'t miss it for the world.
understand that each member is a blessing in my

life...those at the tables...those unable to be here

today and those who will always be absent now. Wieh all my love...

bless each other in so many ways and God blesses us |

so abundantly. The peace | feel at the altar fther Mike+

#$2(#

Beverly Van Zandt has graciousfyom Antonio’s so please consider volunteering|a
volunteered to head the third Tuesday rotary cotile of your time to help decrease the megl
team. Now we need to find her a team— 2oexpenses allowing more to be given to the church &
people who would be willing to volunteer their tintliee after school program.
from 9 am to 1 or 1:30 the third Tuesday of ever . :
month. Can’'t be there one of your designaté youcan help with this very worthy cause pkeq
days.....not to worry we can find a sub occasionaffy. °' emall Carroll Blakeway at 281-326-5231
Not a cook.....again no worries, Beverly can tell yB rollbla@verizon.net, or the church office.

what to do. For the past year we have been omlerin

LA

)34# 516316583 '&3 7% .

St John’s family we have special gifts ftte crosses require so many beads we wopld
purchase at the St. John's Gifts of Grace Shaicome donated necklaces for the purpose |of
through the month of December. Please conssigplementing our bead supply. If you would like
shopping with us for Christmas gifts. NEW are tloeorder a cross please contact
one of a kind Beaded Wall Crosses. The crosses are
made of glass, crystal, shell and/or stone beads fifaCy Revaktfitrevak@yahoo.con
variety of colpr schem_es. Don’t see the color Yo, piant kkplant@earthlink.naf or
need? Consider special ordering a beaded cross to
compliment a specific color scheme. Joy Constanzggontanzo@comcast.net

If you have necklaces that you don’t wear
anymore that hold special memories, we can midk@py Holidays! L
a Memory Wall Cross for you at a fee of $20.00.

The crosses take 2-4 hours to make. Each crosphink you,
made with no less than a 100 beads. We have priced
them at $25.00 to $35.00 not including tax. SinMuacy F. Revak
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Celebrate the holiday season with family and friend s by making a donation
in their honor to Camp Allen.

Inside of Card:

Simply send Camp Allen
a recipient list and, the

card shown below will
be personalized and
mailed to each person

on your list. We ask that
you support Camp Allen

with a minimum
donation of $10 per
card.

All proceeds will help
send a deserving child
to our summer camp
program.

Qutside of Card:

For additional
information or to request
Merry Christmas! an order form;

A ginerows donation Ras Beon. gloen, to Camp Adlen iy gour Ronon by contact Lauren Day at
laurend@campallen.org
This que will Relp provide sokolarships Gor oRldren, to- attend a wesk o summer. | OF CAll 936.825.7175

camp-. QM&WMW%%W?#mIﬁMW%MMWOQ
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Our youth along with their sponsors wile 2@ (Sunday) and return Saturday.
travel to Eureka Springs , Arkansas where they Wile cost for this mission trip is $455 per pers
work in small towns and rural areas around #itending.

Ozark Mountains . We will have 2 fundraisers for mission trig:

They will reach out to help strugglinthe Valentine Dance on February 13, 2010, and
families fix and maintain what little they hav@BQ on April 18, 2010._Pleaseark these dates or
bringing them a message of Christian caring &odr calendar.
service that will warm their hearts. ==

This year mission trip is scheduled for tHgandi Harris Y@uﬁm]’&
week of June 20-26. Our group will leave early Assistant to the Rector [GRroOUP)

the

# S # #,,
7 HSH# #$18

7" " #H
4 * # (#
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Still Trying to Recover from Hurricane lke?

Harris County Recovers May be able to Help
Eligibility Requirements
**\Was your home damaged by Hurricane lke?
** Are you the owner of the home currently andla time of Hurricane Ike?
** |s your home located in Harris County but outsithe City limits of Houston?
*Was the home your primary residence at the tirhthe storm?
How to Apply
** Submit an application online at visit http://wwiarrisrecovery.org
** Download an application from the website and mittthe paper application
to HDRP’s Housing Assistance Center.
** Call to submit your application over the phorntela877-332-8014 or mail
it to HC HDRP, 16602 Diana Ln, Houston, TX 77062.
Scope of Repair
** Rehabilitation for homes that qualify. Repairstanust be less than 75% of
the value of the house. The total assistance maypte $80,000.

** Housing Reconstruction for the homes that qyalReconstruction repair
must be greater than 75% of the value of the hollsetotal assistance
amount may be up to $120,000.

** Housing Elevation for homes that meet the reguoients, may receive up to
$40,000, toward elevation in addition to any aasisé under the Rehabilitation
or Reconstruction categories.

Program Purpose
** The Harris County Homeowner Disaster RecoverggPam (HDRP) is a
voluntary program put in place to assist Harris i@guinomeowners whose
homes were damaged as a result of Hurricane ke pitgram will repair,

reconstruct and /or elevate homes that qualify.

1-877-332-8014
www.HarrisRecovery.org
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Leo Thomas Russell was baptized October 25, 200% proud parents are Jeff and Toni Russell. T
godparents are Clint Brown, Jason Lemon, and MelRuissell. Congratulations to all!

#(

he

Gordon and Frances Robb became grandparents agdovember! Douglas William Robb V was born
November 20th at 8:00 am. He weighed 9lbs, 7ldee proud parents are Walter & Marsha Robb.

Congratulations to the whole family.

& # #

Top 100 Achievers

Our own Helen Crowder sponsored the Top
100 Achievers at La Porte High School. Two
of those students were St. John's,
Jessica Pierson-Turner and Jake Stamp
(pictured with Helen) Congratulations to all
the students who work so hard!
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Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to ugty never failing care and love, for this life
and the life to come, knowing that Thou art doiagthem better things than we can desire or pray
for, through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen.

= * A M\ Ed, Rodney, David, Marion, DJ, Cindy, Bob,
Savannah, Katelyn, Sharon, Gene, Lindsay, MikeriClerHenry, Dorothy, Janet, Paul, James, Jin
6 # $ # A
# $A M
Joe Armelli, Corey Ball, Karen Bryant, Alex Burdjgghristopher Compton, Dennis Cox, Justin
Craggs, George Dick, Scott Dorand, Austin HallrietHall, Marcus Hamilton, Josh Hardy,
Matthew Hemingway, Alexandria Horton, Evan Knighgff Latham, Bobby Lay, Raymond Lopez,
Chris Cooke Mahre, Nicholas Mallory, Jorge Mazav®d}, Donnie McCoy, Jason Parramore,
Brent Roberts, Alex Segura, Benjamin Stilwell, Josleroux, Garry Tossing, Jacob Troutman,
Michael Windham, Josh Yoemans, Cary Coughlin, aochi@at Main, PT1 Able Co. 1st Battalion
26th Light Infantry Regiment 1st Infantry Div. (&Big Red One)

& #

O God, our times are in Thy hand. Look with fawge, pray, on your servants as they begin anoth
year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and graod strengthen their trust in Thy goodness a
the days of their life, through Jesus Christ ourd_oAmen.

Dec 1 Anne Greer Dec 15 Brayton Norton
Dec 1 Dan Blanchard Dec 16 Rick Thornton
@;WM Dec 4 Carroll Blakeway Dec 18 Ken Lester
Dec 7 Greg Holleman Dec 18 Dana Hakemack
d: Dec 7 Dustin Holleman Dec 19 Carole Colley
*CB-: Dec 8 Joan Dudley Dec 20 Emily Cardenas
%@;; Dec 9 Wayne Norton Dec 21 David Stamps
Happy Dec 10 Bonnie Cairns Dec 24 Joyce Bell
Birthday  pec 10 Kathy Buskirk Dec 24 David Dix
Dec 10 DeAnna Bell Dec 27 Carolyn Miller
%MW Dec 11 Sharon Hill Dec 27 Jorge Mazariegos
Dec 12 Kay Blanchard Dec 27 JoLynn Sallee
Dec 12 Courtney Norton Dec 30 Daniel Lang
Dec 15 Austin Hall Dec 31 Roberta Steele
Dec 16 Alberto & Mary Kay Garcia
Dec 19 Bill & Ricia Kerber
Dec 28 Joe & Vivian Gomer
Dec 28 Robert & Kim Plant
Dec 31 John & DeAnna Bell

Welcome to all our newcomers!!!

Editor's Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed orlisted incorrectly, please notify the Church Gdfic

- m

Rector
The Rev. Michael Besson

Senior Warden
Teri Clawson

Junior Warden
Wes Sallee

After School Director
Kathy Buskirk

Music Director
Clint Brown

Keyboardist
Michelle Shannahan

Office Administrator
Sherry Burns

Lay Assistant to Rector
& Ministry Coordinator
Sandi Harris

Youth Pastors
Ellen Besson

Christian Education
Deb Gallington

Vestry Members
Charles Ashford
Bob Blakeway
Dan Blanchard
Barbara Cloud
Steve Gallington
Desmond Lang
Debra Morris
John Morris
Myra Wilson
Tricia Wilson

Finance Committee
Virginia Pierson-Turner
Paul Berner
Robin Vest
John Cardenas
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE ;

a
If you have an article or notice you would
like published in the next issue, please
submit it via e-mail by the 10th of the mongh
to:

elpwhitehead@yahoo.com

If you cannot email your document, call E
Elizabeth Whitehead at home 281-839-1321
or the church office at 281-471-0383. c
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