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     Well…here we go!!!  We have had an 
extraordinary summer around here and it 
seems that we never “missed a beat”…
attendance stayed strong throughout and the 
Spirit remained high as always.  Our church 
is blessed to have some very gifted and 
talented leaders who help to create, plan, 
and implement all of the exciting things that 
go on around here…and there’s a lot going 
on all the time!  I would like to use my 
space in the newsletter to introduce some 
brand new leaders and to thank those 
who’ve served God’s church so well.  I 
know that you will join me in welcoming 
them and that you will pray for them as they 
live out their calling as leaders in God’s 
church. 
     Our new Nursery Director is Crystila 
Hall…what a job she’s doing already!!!  
I’ve noticed that she’s making lots of little 
friends on Sundays…Lorenzo certainly 
loves it!!!  She is assisted by Anna Vest 
who volunteers most every Sunday and 
provides tremendous support.  We thank 
Rebecca Norton for her past leadership in 
our nursery…Rebecca asked to step away 
for a time in order to work on some courses 
she is taking and to worship on Sundays.  
She plans on returning to help out in any 
way she can. 
     Bruce Pinkham has agreed to serve as 
our new head usher.  Bruce will help co-
ordinate things with our very talented team 
of ushers who are often the first “welcome” 
that our new folks receive.  Our ushers 
don’t just pass out bulletins; they also greet 
us on Sundays, they take attendance, and 
they help clean the church after services.  
We thank Ed Buskirk who has stepped aside 
because of his hectic work schedule. 
     Several months ago I asked Chaplain 
John Morris to serve as our very first 

Director of Pastoral Care…what a job he’s 
done!!!  John has been making visits to our 
sick and homebound folks and he has also 
helped me to minister to the folks outside of 
our parish who’ve contacted us with 
pastoral care needs.  John is also assisting 
me at the altar rail on Wednesday nights 
when folks come forward for healing 
prayer…he most certainly has a gift for 
prayer!  John and his wife Marion are now 
leading our Hurricane Ike support group as 
well. 
     We have a new Director of Christian 
Formation…Deb Gallington has accepted 
my invitation to lead us in an area that is 
extraordinarily vital to our church…our 
Christian education and formation 
empowers us to better understand the God 
that we worship.  She will be partnering 
with me to build upon the foundation laid 
by Sharon Hill who did an amazing job over 
the past few years.  Sharon has asked to step 
down for a much needed break, and so Deb 
comes aboard with some very exciting plans 
and ideas…stay tuned!!! 
     We have several folks who have been 
working very hard on the “Good Graces” 
gift shop that is now open in the parish 
hall…thanks to Tracy Revak, Ruth 
Hampton, Joy Constanzo, and Kim Plant for 
a great job!!!!  Stop by and see what they’ve 
done!! 
     In the coming weeks you’ll be receiving 
several invitations from me to consider 
helping out in some other areas that need 
our attention.  It really does take all of us…
or as Paul put it…we are all members of the 
Body…we are all essential to the life of the 
church…we all have a part to play. 
 

You are the best St. John’s!!!! 
 

Father Mike+ 
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 September is traditionally the new year of the 
Daughters, but at St. John's historically our new year 
begins in January.  New officers this year will take 
office in January 2010.  St. John's has begun inviting 
ladies to visit our meetings and the response has been 
wonderful.  We are small in number but we are alive 
and growing.  Barbara Cloud will begin her follow-
up of prayerful consideration of a Junior 
Daughters' Chapter at St. John's.  The Seamen Shoe 
Box Ministry which DOK has traditionally headed-
up, will be continued with leadership by Carl 
Gilman, later on this fall, and will involve the whole 
Parish.  

    The Fall Assembly last week at Camp 
Allen September 18th and 19th was very good.  
Bishop High at the Eucharist Friday night was very 
complimentary and told us "we were all on the right 
tract and doing things well".  Bishop Andy Doyle 
was the keynote speaker at the Saturday morning 
session and everyone liked him.  He is a dynamic 
speaker and shares his "good" and "bad" times very 
freely.  Kathy Buskirk, Joyce Bell, Barbara Cloud, 
Jackie Torres and Frances Robb came to the Saturday 
session and Tanise and I (your officers) were there 
Friday afternoon. 

 Our newly elected Diocesan President Jerry 
Anne Robinson presided.  Father Michael Gemignani 
reported on the results of a Survey which we worked 
on last year (Jackie Torres and I have some notes)  
but the entire report will be published on our Web 
Page www.dok/dot.org, very soon.  Jackie suggested 
we have our Office run off a few copies for us to look 
at, perhaps at the next meeting of St. John's Chapter 
which will be October 10th, Faith Hall, 1:30 
Fellowship and Coffee, 2:00 on for our meeting.  

 Our next project will be the annual All Saints 
Day special day of Worship and Fellowship  to be 
held at Holy Spirit Episcopal Church, 12535 
Perthshire Road, Houston on October 31st, 2009, at 
10:00 AM.  We will car-pool there.  Please call me at 
281-221-4256 or the church at 281-471-0383 with 
reservations before October 24th. 

 There is a luncheon following the service and 
the Glory Bound Singers will be assisting with the 
worship music.  

 

For His Sake-Blessings     



PAGE 3 THE EAGLE OCTOBER 2009  

)5(��+�>?
�)5(��+�>?
�)5(��+�>?
�)5(��+�>?
�

�*7@A5?B�
�*7@A5?B�
�*7@A5?B�
�*7@A5?B�


��"�C
��"�C
��"�C
��"�C� ���
 

The 9th Annual Golf 
Tournament supporting 
the After School 
Program is on October 
19th.  We need teams and 
sponsors!  This year we 
have a new PRIZE!  It is 
“Kids Count Foundation 

Traveling Cup”!  If you know a golfer, show 
them this BEAUTIFUL trophy that they 
could display for one full year, as the 
winning team of the tournament.  The name 
of the team will be inscribed on the trophy 
with the date of the win on the side.  Don’t 
YOU want to be the bearer of this very eye-
catching trophy?  Call the office or Kathy if 
you would like to participate in any way. 

Dear Mike, 

I want to tell you again what a distinct pleasure it was 
for me to be with you this past Sunday for 
confirmation and celebration.  What a glorious 
Sunday it was for the Lord and for St. John’s!  It was 
so thrilling for me to be the celebrant at a church that 
was full, and it seemed like about one-quarter of the 
congregation came forward for the Children’s 
Sermon.  What a wonderful group of young people 
you have there.  It certainly indicates your interest 
and the strong support you have for this ministry.  
And I was so pleased to be able to confirm, receive 
and be a part of the reaffirmation for 19 people.  
What a great class! 

I want to say again how very much we in the Diocese 
appreciate your good, good leadership there.  Not 

only are you a wonderful pastor to the people and the 
community, but you also have great leadership skills. 

I think one of the strengths of St. John’s has been and 
still is your strong Cursillo community.  It is very 
evident to me that Cursillo has impacted St. John’s in 
such a powerful way.  Thanks for your continuing 
support of the Cursillo movement. 

You have a great story to tell about being Christ-
centered and Mission-centered as a church.  As I told 
you, I tell your story as often as I get a chance.  May 
God continue to bless you in your ministry there and 
beyond. 
 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Rayford B. High, Jr.  
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 Are you settled back into the groove of school?  It 
has taken us a while this year but I think we have it 
figured out.  For some silly reason I thought as your 
children got older and more responsible, they could (and 
would) do more for themselves leaving us parents more 
time for the things we used to do.  I am finding that this is 
not the case.  I have resorted to a school planner just to 
track my children’s comings and going. 

 When I had a baby, a toddler and a precocious 5 
year old life seemed a little complicated.  Getting 
everyone into the car (in the appropriate car seat for their 
weight and height), making sure you had everything you 
could possibly need packed in the diaper bag (suitcase), 
the double stroller in the back, and enough books and little 
toys to keep everyone busy on any given outing was just 
part of a normal day.  Clean clothes for mom was never 
the norm because someone always used my shoulder or 
my belly as a napkin.  Getting places on time seemed 
impossible because I never wanted to wake a napping 
child.  Trying to entertain one child while tending to the 
needs of 2 others seemed to be a daunting task.  Getting 
everyone fed, bathed, and into bed seemed like a never 
ending chore.  I long for those days. 

 Back then, although things were crazy I had, 
pretty much, control over everything.  I could dictate what 
our days, and evenings would look like.  Things ran on my 
schedule.  Not any more!  Now we are trying to coordinate 
5 busy schedules, trying to get children to and from 
school, after school activities, evening club activities, 
friends, and my favorite (new this year for my High 
School student) group projects.  Now my evenings consist 

of making sure everyone is picked up or dropped off, 
where they need to be; homework is being worked on; 
chores are getting done; and we are all taking time to 
relax. 

 When I found out that Christine would not be 
home from school til 6:45p four days a week I made the 
comment that she would be missing dinner every evening.  
To my surprise she was upset that we would have dinner 
without her.  Ever since my children were little we have 
had dinner as a family.  Of course there are exceptions, but 
the norm in our house has always been dinner when daddy 
comes home from work.  The kids set the table and for the 
last few years they have earned the responsibility of 
cleaning the kitchen afterwards (yeah!!).    I never really 
thought much about it, this was the way I was raised; it 
just seems normal.  It makes me wonder what other things 
we do as a family, that I think nothing of, but may just 
mean the world to one of my children.  So now we work 
our schedule so we can eat dinner at 7p after Christine 
comes home from band practice.  On evenings when we 
have other things going on that will conflict with dinner at 
7, I make dinner at 5p for the rest of the family, I sit with 
them while they eat, so we can talk about their day and 
have time together, then I do it all again at 7.  Sometimes 
it may be me and Christine, other times it may be Steve, 
but the important thing is that the family dinner seems to 
be an import event in our house.  I never thought much 
about it but it truly is one of the best parts of our day. 

 We all seem to have busy lives.  As our lives get 
busier it is more and more important to find something 
that brings us together.  May I suggest a family meal. 
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 Hello St. John’s Family!  We have started the 
school year with new staff AND new students.  Our staff 
is one of the BEST I have had.  Let me tell you a little 
about them. 

 Cody Burns is my assistant.  Cody is a student at 
San Jacinto College and is majoring in Child 
Development.  He is a good Christian and prays with the 
staff in my absence.  He really loves his first grade group 
and works hard to ensure they are learning about the grace 
of Christ. 

 Courtney Brown works with our 4th grade group.  
She is a prayer warrior at her church in La Porte.  She 
sings in her choir and is always looking out for those in 
need.  Courtney is a student at San Jacinto College. 

 Delisha Brown is Courtney’s sister.  Delisha 
works with the 5th grade group (and God bless her!).  She 
is a drummer in her church and loves praise and worship.  
Delisha also is a student at San Jacinto College. 

 Lauren Seiter is the Music Assistant.  She has 
taken piano lessons forever!  Lauren loves all of our kids 
and knows that music is a part of our soul.  Lauren is a 
good Christian and tries to be the hands and feet of Christ 
to everyone.  Lauren is a student at San Jacinto College. 

 Jennifer Morrow works with the 3rd grade group.  
Her parents are missionaries, so Jennifer has traveled all 
over the world helping others.  They currently operate an 
orphanage in Africa.  Jennifer is a student at San Jacinto 

College.  She loves all children and prays for them daily. 

Courtney Hutchins is a student at La Porte High School.  
She is the cousin of our music director, Clint Brown.  
Courtney works with the Kindergarten students and they 
love her.  She is patient and gracious to all the students.  
Watching Courtney read to the kindergarten students 
blesses my soul. 

 Josef Rosas was a volunteer in the after school 
program last year.  The staff and I were praying for 
another male employee one afternoon during a training 
session.  There was a knock on the door and Cody opened 
it.  Josef walked in and gave me a hug.  I asked him what 
he was up to and he replied, “I just wanted to see if you 
had any openings for staff!”  I said “God is GOOD!” and 
his reply was “ALL the time!”  The staff were stunned that 
God worked this miracle in our midst. 

 Bonnie Gilbert is our Music Instructor.  This is 
her second year and she is doing an exceptional job.  The 
children are doing fantastic under her tutelage.  Bonnie 
actually used to play for La Porte Rotary years ago when 
Stein Hall was the only parish hall at St. John’s! 

 Pray that God works in the lives of each child and 
family involved in the After School.  Your prayers are 
very important to each one of us. 

 We love St John’s and thank you for opening your 
arms and doors to our children. 

Ms. Kathy 
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Are you a decorating diva? 
 

Do you like to party plan? 

 

If you answered yes or maybe to any of these questions I have an opportunity for you.  Each 
year we put on one heck of a Christmas party for both our congregation and the community 

at large. 
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We open our grounds up to the community to share food, crafts, hayrides, and the 
opportunity to participate in the telling of the Christmas story through a live nativity (with 

live animals).  Our friend from the North Pole even makes an appearance. 

 

*If you would like to help with the planning of this event please join us 

Sunday, October 18th at 9a (Faith Hall) for our first planning meeting 

 

We are looking for ideas of all sorts to enhance everything we currently do 

 and new things to add to a great event. 

 

If you are new to St John’s this is a one-time event, a great place to get your feet wet. 

Sandi Harris can answer any questions you may have 

281-471-0383 sandi@stjohns-laporte.org 
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One of St. John’s long-standing 
traditions is the Fall Family Retreat at Camp Allen.   

 

This year we are celebrating ‘”Friends, Food & Fun” as we kick back and relax with our St. John’s family.   

There are no expectations—except that you have fun.   

 

*Prices have increased this year* 

The cabin cost is $18 per person per night.  The cost of food for the weekend is $15 per person,  

($51 per person for 2 nights). 

 

A limited number of scholarships are being made available.   

If you would like to contribute to the scholarship fund or need assistance please contact Father Mike.  

We Are Family  
2009 

“Friends, Food & Fun ” 
November 13-15 

What is there to do? 

There are equestrian facilities at Camp Allen so if you love to ride, come prepared to spend some time in the saddle. The rate is $20 per hour per 
rider. Riders must be at least 10 years old.  If you like to fish you can bring your gear and try your luck in the lake.  Canoeing is available on the 
lake ($5 per person for canoeing), along with many other outdoor activities for all ages, including a beautiful nature trail suitable for all ages.   

Where Do We Sleep? 

Camp site 2 sleeps 85 and is equipped with tree house style cabins (cabins on stilts) as well as the Directors Quarters (DQ).  Cabin assignments 
are made according to who attends. Each cabin has 5 sets of bunks (10 beds).  We put family members together along with any guests they 
bring.  If you have a preference for whom you bunk with you may provide a complete list of 10 people  to be assigned to your cabin.  If you do 
not supply a full cabin with your registration, you will not be guaranteed those cabin mates.  If you can not climb stairs, or need easy access to a 
restroom, you can stay in the DQ.  There are rooms with bunks and bathroom facilities.  If you have younger children that can share a bunk or 
will not need a bunk please indicate that on your registration form.  We try to accommodate as many people’s needs as possible.  Call Sandi 
281-471-0383 with any questions. 

What should I bring? 

You need to supply your own bedding: sleeping bags or sheets (twin) and light blanket, towels, washcloths, toiletries and all personal items.  
Meals are prepared by cook teams but any snack food, appetizers, desserts, and personal drinks should be brought by individuals.  Any activity 
items like sports equipment, puzzles, games, etc. are encouraged.   

Contact Sandi Harris with any questions: 281-471-0383 
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We Are Family 2009 “Friends, Food & Fun” - November 13-15     Registration Deadline Oct 30th - spots fill up quickly please 
register ASAP 

Family Name:_____________________________________ # Persons attending:_________  Cabin_____  DQ_____ 

 

Cabin mates (if possible)_______________________________________________________________________(cabins sleep 10-5 bunk beds) 

Name/Relationship of Persons 

 Attending: 

Friday 

Night  

$18 

Saturday 

Night 

$18 

Saturday 

Day Only 

$7 

Horses 

$20 

Total 

      

      

      

      

      

      

TOTALS      

T-Shirt 

$15 

(size) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canoe 

$5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food 

$15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

T-shirts 

T-shirts will be available for $15 each.  Design and color has not yet been decided.  Please indicate what size t-shirt you would like: 
YS (youth small), YM (youth medium), YL (youth large), AS (adult small), AM (adult medium), AL (adult large), AXL (adult extra large), 
AXXL (adult 2x), AXXXL (adult 3x). 

Shirts will be ordered on October 21st in order to have them for the retreat.  You must pre-order your T-shirts. 

ALCOHOL POLICY 

If you choose to bring and consume alcoholic beverages while on the family retreat the guidelines are as follows: 
 

· Minors may not consume alcohol at any time, for any reason, with or without parent permission 

· Alcohol, beer, wine bottles may not be seen.  All alcohol should be secured. 

· All alcoholic beverages should be placed in a cup to be consumed. 

· Excessive drinking or inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated. 

For clarification of any of these policies or questions please contact Fr. Mike. 

From Houston 

• Take U.S. Highway 290 (Northwest Freeway) West toward Austin.  

• Exit at FM 362.  

• Turn right onto FM 362 and go 6 miles to the "T" intersection at 
FM 1488.  

• Turn right onto FM 1488 and go 3 miles to Field Store Commu-
nity.  

• Turn left back onto FM 362 and go 6.2 miles to the Camp Allen 
main entrance (on the left).  

• Downtown approx. 1.5 hours.  
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  As your head verger, I am so proud of the awesome job that was done by everyone on the 
Confirmation Worship Team.   Bishop High sent me an email commending us on our attention to detail and 
the smooth manner of our service. A great big “thank you” goes out to all the ushers, lectors, worship 
leaders, acolytes and especially to our vergers for their planning and diligence.  

Your Brother in Christ, 

Bob Blakeway  
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Another great recipe from “Manna” our church cookbook.  If interested please come by the 
church office and get a copy for $15. 
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   Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to Thy never failing care and love, for this life 
and the life to come, knowing that Thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or pray 
for, through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

+�#��������	,+�#��������	,+�#��������	,+�#��������	, ����
O God, our times are in Thy hand.  Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another 
year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in Thy goodness all 
the days of their life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Oct    1 Bob Boyd 
Oct    1 Spencer Harris 
Oct    1 Gordon Robb 
Oct    5 Michael Shubert 
Oct    7 Thomas Revak 
Oct    9 Mary Jane Knupple 
Oct    9 Rome Shubert 
Oct  11 Ellen Besson 
Oct  12 Ashley Sidoran 
Oct  12 Sally Younger 
Oct  13 Ben Lang 
Oct  14 Miranda Sallee 
Oct  15 LaDelle Eldridge 
Oct  21 Barbara Cloud 
 

 
Oct  21 Jessica Simmons 
Oct  22 Ruth Trout 
Oct  23 Lori Salter 
Oct  25 Lauren Permenter 
Oct  25 Frances Robb 
Oct  27 Katie Barrett 
Oct  28 Tanise Campbell 
Oct  28 Mary Kay Garcia 
Oct  29 Lisa Coughlin 
Oct  29 Helen Crowder 
Oct  30 Brenna Sallee 
Oct  31 Ray Clarke 
Oct  31 Travis Merrill 

Editor’s Note:  If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please notify the Church Office. 

Rector    
The Rev. Michael Besson 

 
 
 

Senior Warden  
Teri Clawson 

 
 
 

Junior Warden  
Wes Sallee 

 
 
 

After School Director  
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 
 
 

Music Director 
Clint Brown 

 
 
 

Keyboardist 
Michelle Shannahan 

 
 
 
 

Office Administrator  
Sherry Burns 

  
 
 

Lay Assistant to Rector 
&  Ministry Coordinator 

Sandi Harris 
 
 
 

Youth Pastors 
Ellen Besson 

 
 
 

Christian Education 
Deb Gallington 

 
 
 
 

Vestry Members  
Charles Ashford  
Bob Blakeway 
Dan Blanchard                        
Barbara Cloud 

Steve Gallington 
Desmond Lang 
Debra Morris 
John Morris 
Myra Wilson 
 Tricia Wilson 

 
 
 
 

Finance Committee 
Virginia Pierson-Turner 

 Paul Berner 
Robin Vest 

John Cardenas 


��	���������/�	����%�����##��		
��	���������/�	����%�����##��		
��	���������/�	����%�����##��		
��	���������/�	����%�����##��		K KKK  Ed, Rodney, David, Marion, Maura, DJ, Cindy, Bob, 
Savannah, Annie Ruth, Judy, Alan, Lola, Kevin, Cindy 

4�������$����$�##����������4�������$����$�##����������4�������$����$�##����������4�������$����$�##����������K�   

��!���	��$�����!�#�������!���	��$�����!�#�������!���	��$�����!�#�������!���	��$�����!�#�����K KKK����
Joe Armelli, Corey Ball, Karen Bryant, Alex Burdick, Christopher Compton, Dennis Cox, Justin 
Craggs, George Dick, Scott Dorand, Austin Hall, Patrick Hall, Marcus Hamilton, Josh Hardy, 
Matthew Hemingway, Alexandria Horton, Evan Knight, Jeff Latham, Bobby Lay, Chris Cooke 
Mahre, Nicholas Mallory, Jorge Mazariegos II, Donnie McCoy, Jason Parramore, Brent Roberts, 
Alex Segura, Benjamin Stilwell, Josh Theroux, Garry Tossing,  Jacob Troutman, Michael Windham, 
Josh Yoemans, Cary Coughlin, and Combat Main, PT1 Able Co. 1st Battalion 26th Light Infantry 
Regiment 1st Infantry Div.  (The Big Red One) 

 
 
Welcome to all our newcomers!!! 

 
Oct   5 Greg & Debbie Holleman 
Oct  12 Dan & Kay Blanchard 
Oct  26 Mike & Ellen Besson 
 

 
Oct  27 Robin & Lea Vest 
Oct  28 Michael & Sheri Shubert 
Oct  29 Jeff & Lisa Coughlin 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

If you have an article or notice you would 
like published in the next issue, please 
submit it via e-mail  by the 10th of the month  
to: 

elpwhitehead@yahoo.com 

If you cannot email your document, call 
Elizabeth Whitehead at home 281-839-1321 
or the church office at 281-471-0383. 
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U. S. POSTAGE 
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La Porte, Texas 
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