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     One word…unbelievable.  This morning 
while I sipped at my coffee surrounded by 
the purple walls of my office I started 
thinking about the amount of work that runs 
through this office.  St. John’s you would 
not believe it.  We are a church of about 300 
active members that, quite frankly, operates 
at a much, MUCH higher level than that.  
I…no…we are so blessed to have them 
here.  Sherry Burns, our financial 
administrator, can work through piles 
(literally) of work in a very short period of 
time.  I have never had the occasion to walk 
into her office with a question, or with a 
request to see the numbers on anything and 
had her tell me that she “can’t” or that it’s 
not “possible”.  Sherry handles some of the 
day to day operations, she runs the office by 
herself most Fridays, takes most of the 
phone calls, handles the heavy load of 
financial aide requests that come in 
whenever Susan can’t be here, she takes 
care of a great number of requests that come 
from folks in the church, she sends phone 
trees, attends all vestry meetings, takes care 
of the day to day financial operations in 
partnership with our treasurer, and…well…
that’s just a small picture of her “duties”. 
     Sandi Harris has, over time, become the 
administrator of our day to day operations.  
Sandi either co-ordinates, or serves as a 
resource for just about every event on our 
very full church calendar.  When you see 
Sandi working here in the evenings, on 
Fridays, and on weekends, then know that 
she is probably working far many more 
hours than the “agreed upon hours” that go 
along with her job description.  And here’s 
the thing…she does it without being asked.  
Now…like Sherry…I would love to detail a 
list of everything that she does but that 
would be impossible.  Like Sherry…she 

does a number of things “behind the scenes” 
that I don’t even know about.  Here’s what I 
appreciate most about them…they do their 
“jobs” primarily as an act of love for…yes 
you guessed it…out of a very, very deep 
love for you and for this church. 
     Of course…there’s Clint Brown, our 
director of music who’s basically here full 
time, there’s Ellen, our youth pastor.  
There’s Kathy Buskirk who runs one of the 
more incredible ministries in the Diocese of 
Texas (this according to the Diocese of 
Texas.  There’s John and Trina who keep 
our buildings cleaned and ready.  There’s 
Rebecca who runs our nursery along with 
Anna our volunteer.  There are a number of 
volunteers who lend a hand and of course 
there’s the vestry along with the senior and 
junior wardens who have very important 
roles in the life and ministry of this parish.  
And there are all of you...a beloved 
congregation that works so hard to advance 
the ministry that God has in mind for this 
church.  As Paul wrote…each one of you 
are members of a body…you are all 
essential to the body as a whole…each with 
roles to play and gifts to use.  Sometimes 
even I take for granted the fact that for each 
and every thing that happens here…from 
worship to fellowship to…well…
EVERYTHING that happens here there are 
some dedicated folks behind it all who’ve 
met, planned, and carried it all out.  Thank 
God for ALL of you. 
     So this month, I want to salute a very 
small office staff that shoulders the 
enormous weight of the daily operations in 
this place.  If you feel moved to do so drop 
them a note, an email, or maybe give them a 
call to say thanks. 
 
God bless you all… 
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  Summer concludes! The August schedule has been made 
since the beginning of July. Please continue to check to 
see if you are scheduled during any time that you might be 
out of town (like summer vacations for example) and 
remember to find a replacement for yourself if you cannot 
be there for your scheduled Sunday. Please be sure to 
enquire that the acolyte that you are choosing to replace 
yourself has the necessary training to complete your roll. 
For example, if you are a Crucifer, than please be sure that 
your replacement has been trained to be a Crucifer as well. 
Acolyte schedules are sent via the newsletter and are also 
posted in the lay ministry schedule on St. John's 
website.  Also, look closely at the schedule and let me 
know as soon as possible if it seems you have been left out 
of the rotation. We are a rapidly growing ministry and 
there will be some hiccups in the schedules early on.   If 
you have any other Acolyte related questions please call 
me at 832-212-1217 or email me at lsborkowski@hotmail 
.com.   Anyone contemplating joining our core of 
Acolytes or any current Acolyte that wishes to be trained 
as a Crucifer should contact me and I will provide 
individual or small group trainings immediately following 
a 10:30 service of their choice. If none of the new robes fit 
you, please email me to let me know your height and build 
dimensions so that we can order more new ones. 

  Fr. Mike has also asked for the acolytes to please have 
less communication and fidgeting during the service, 
especially during communion since this can be a 
distraction to him and to those worshipping in the 
congregation. Our Vergers have asked me to remind the 
Acolytes to please refrain from wearing open toed-shoes 

and sandals while serving. 

 As always the following items of note for Acolytes or the 
parents of Acolytes still apply: 

 1) If you are interested in becoming an Acolyte (or 
becoming a Crucifer) do not hesitate to call me at 832-
212-1217. 

2) If you need a different size robe than is available 
currently in the Acolyte preparation room, let me know 
(again at the above number if you can’t get a hold of me in 
church) so that I can order more and get the matter 
resolved. 

4) Normally you should let me know before the 10th of a 
given month if you are unavailable to serve in the 
subsequent month so that I can include your absence on 
the schedule. However, July through August have been 
scheduled already. Summer continues with two months 
scheduled at a time. Let me know before the 10th of 
August about September’s schedule. 

5) Remember, it is your responsibility to find your 
replacement if you are not able to serve on your scheduled 
Sunday. Acolyte trainees at an 8:00 service will not need 
to find a replacement but should still let me know if you 
cannot serve so that they may be placed at another 8:00 
service to finish their training. 

 You have all been doing a great job! 

 Your Acolyte Master, 

Nick Borkowski 
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 Brenda and Bob made it to Johnson City, 
Tennessee, safe and sound. Their daughter drove them in 
her RV with the Subaru in tow. Their new place is 
substantially bigger than the one here. There’s still lots of 
unpacking and spreading out to do. The people are 
exceedingly friendly. By the time she had driven to the 
gas station and the Wal-Mart the first day, three perfect 
strangers had initiated a conversation with her. The 
weather, she said, would make any of us jealous. One day 
the high was 85. She sends all of you her best, that she 
misses you, and that now more than ever she can say 
there’s no place like St. John’s. I’ll be happy to give you 
her new contact information if you would like to write or 
call. 

 Our new keyboard player, Michelle Shannahan, 
graduated summa cum laude from the University of St. 
Thomas in May. She earned a BA in music and minored 
in theology. She is a former student of Ms. Ernestine 
Shows. In 2008, she placed third in the TMTA Young 
Artists Collegiate Piano Solo State Competition. She is 
obviously very talented and we are blessed and thankful 
to have her here. Michelle was born and raised in La 
Porte and attended St. Mary’s Catholic Church.  

 The Rodgers Organ in the sanctuary will be 
repaired and serviceable soon thanks to generous 
underwriting from a member of our parish family. I 
welcome any suggestions you may have for how to 
utilize it in the life of the church. Expect to hear Michelle 
and me playing it for anthems, preludes, and postludes. 
This month you will also notice a brand new console in 
the back of the church to house our new mixer. Thank 
you Wes Sallee for building it. There are so many new 
and exciting developments in the music ministry at St. 
John’s, wouldn’t you say? 

 

Important Notice: The hallway next to the altar guild 
room (traditionally used to exit the chancel after 
communion) will no longer be accessible. It will be used 
to keep sound equipment out of view.  

 The scheme for music at St. John’s remains the 
same. The aim is for a blended (traditional and 
contemporary) worship that amplifies the meaning and 
spirit of the collect and readings of the day; music and 
texts that inspire moments of both personal devotion and 
collective expressions of faith; music which sets an 
appropriate tone; and music which highlights the 
structure of the rites without dominating or distracting. 
Each Sunday of the month will draw on a unique 
tradition, as is the current practice.  
 

1st Sunday – Renewal/Contemporary 

2nd Sunday – Traditional 

3rd Sunday – Contemporary 

4th Sunday – Renewal/Traditional 

5th Sunday (when applicable) – Youth Sunday  
 

 Anyone interested in playing or singing, no 
matter your age or ability, should contact me. I am 
especially eager to have parishioners join the music team 
up front for Contemporary Sunday each month (if you 
sing along with KSBJ, that means you). The music team 
rehearses each week on Wednesday night, 7:15-8:30 
p.m., and Sunday morning, 9:30-10:15 a.m.  

 

Clint 

 Every Sunday two people are sent out from the 
congregation to take Communion to any one who is 
unable to come to church, and would like the Eucharist 
brought to them. 

 Recently  six members of St. John's have 
received training to  take part in this ministry.  They are 
Carl and Pam Gilman, Robert and Kim Plant, Bruce 

Pinkham and Deb Gallington.  They will join the other 
ten people who are already participating in this ministry.  
 We all pray for the ones going out each Sunday 
in this special work.  Congratulations and welcome to 
you all. 

Joyce Bell 
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Wash & Worship 
 

Sunday    August 16th 
 

Please bring your car, van or truck to church and the Youth of St. John’s will 
wash the outside for a donation to help pay for the mission trip 
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 Thank you to everyone who helped to make 
this year's Summer Fun Camp a huge success. 
We learned to knit, bead, cook, plant, play baseball, 
make balloon animals, do magic tricks, relax and  
de-stress and had our faces painted and, while we 
were doing all of these things, we made new friends, 
and got to visit with old ones! 

 An awesome week!  There are even some 
thoughts that some of these classes will be continued 
throughout the year. 
Watch for them! 
 
A Reminder! 
Summer Sunday School needs YOU!  

��''���,��� �'+�
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 On July 17th Shelley Huettel, an analyst at Ineos 
Olefins and Polymers USA, called to say she had a 
donation to present to Kids Count Foundation.  Robin 
Vest, the President, was there to receive the donation 
along with Kathy Buskirk.   Kathy is the Program 
Director of St. John’s After School Program in La Porte.  
St. John’s currently provides free care to 100 at-risk 
students each afternoon from La Porte Elementary on 
Broadway.  The program provides homework assistance, 
music lesson, sign-language lessons, gardening, computer 
lab, and many other activities for the children. 

 

 Ineos is located at 1230 Independence Parkway 
in La Porte.  They have been a strong supporter of Kids 
Count Foundation over the years.   We are very thankful 
for their continued advocacy of our at-risk youth in La 
Porte. 

 The support of our community businesses and 
industries is what keeps our youth involved in character-
building activities. 

 Kudo’s to INEOS and all their dedicated 
employees!  We love YOU! 
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Youth Confirmation preparation 

( Confirmation for youth 12 years and older ) 
 

Sundays August 9, 16, 23 

9:15 am—10:15 am 
 

Wednesdays August 12, 19, 26  

7:00 pm—8:30 pm 
 

I am interested in participating in the Discovery Series. 

Name    Phone   Email 

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________ 

For more information or questions about confirmation see Fr. Mike. 
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Adult Confirmation preparation 

( Confirmation, Received in Episcopal Church, Re-affirmation ) 

 

August 14 -15 
 

14th  -  6:30 pm—9:30 pm 

15th  -  8:00 am—5:00 pm 

 
I am interested in participating in the Discovery Weekend. 

Name    Phone   Email 

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________ 

For more information or questions about confirmation see Fr. Mike 
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Dear St John’s family, 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for the continued prayers, thoughtful cards and phone 
calls during the long illness and subsequent death of my mother and of the death of my sister which was so 
unexpected.  John and I appreciate each and every one of you for making this very difficult time a little 
easier.  Personally, I want to let those of you who allowed me to vent about my mother's illness and listened 
to me during the times I questioned the reason for the amount of pain she was in.  I will always remember 
each of you who gave your support and love. 

 
Love, 
Marion and John Morris  


���������

A reminder that John and Marion Morris and Barbara Cloud will be leading a discussion group of “The 
Shack” as part of the adult Christian Education program.  This will start in September.  If you do not have 
a book, please notify Sandi Harris so that we may obtain copies.  

��'����������;+��'��
������	�����

Ingredients: 
· 2 packages (14-1/2 ounces each) gingerbread cake mix 
· 1 package (4.6 ounces) cook-and-serve vanilla pudding mix 
· 3 cups milk 
· 1 can (29 ounces) solid-pack pumpkin 
· 1/2 cup packed brown sugar 
1 carton (12 ounces) frozen whipped topping, thawed, divided 
 

*Changes that were made at the Welcome back Sunday dinner:  used spice cake instead of gingerbread, 
instant vanilla pudding mix (made according to the directions), and crushed ginger snap cookies layered on 
top of each layer of the pumpkin mixture*  

Directions: 
Prepare and bake gingerbread according to package directions, using two greased 9-in. round baking pans. 
Cool completely on wire racks.  
    Meanwhile, for pudding, in a large saucepan, combine pudding mix and milk; stir until smooth. Cook and 
stir over medium heat until mixture comes to a boil. Cook and stir 1-2 minutes longer or until thickened. 
Remove from the heat; cool to room temperature. Combine pumpkin and brown sugar; stir into pudding.  
    In a 4-qt. glass serving bowl, crumble one gingerbread cake; gently press down. Top with half of pudding 
mixture and whipped topping. Repeat layers. Cover and refrigerate overnight. Yield: 25  (1 cup servings ) 

-�.	�1��'�����?�.	�

This was a delicious trifle made by Sandi Harris, served on Sunday July 26th at the Welcome back luncheon. 
Soft layers of pumpkin, spicy gingerbread & creamy whipped topping make this decadent Trifle a feast for 
your eyes & as well as your stomach. 

?�'+����<��
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   Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to Thy never failing care and love, for this life 
and the life to come, knowing that Thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or pray 
for, through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

 ����������	� ����������	� ����������	� ����������	� ����
O God, our times are in Thy hand.  Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another 
year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in Thy goodness all 
the days of their life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Aug   1 Sandi Harris 
Aug   3 Gayle Gallaher 
Aug   3 Ginny Garrett 
Aug   3 Jackie Torres 
Aug   4 Les Sparks 
Aug   5 Clinton Jessop 
Aug   5 John Morris 
Aug   6 Alex Facundo 
Aug   6 Richard Whitehead 
Aug   8 Beverly Van Zandt 
Aug   9 Robi Lasiter 
Aug  11 Efren Arjona 
Aug  11 Kaitlyn Coughlin 
Aug  11 Melody Kilpatrick 
Aug  12  Sue Hinklin 
Aug  13 Rev. Leighton Younger 
Aug  15 Maura Free 

Aug  16 Maggie Hamblen 
Aug  18 Ken Borkett 
Aug  19 Avery Blanchard 
Aug  19 Henry Blanchard 
Aug  19 Jonathan Blanchard 
Aug  21 Emily Lasiter 
Aug  24 John Joerns 
Aug  24 Doug Lasiter 
Aug  25 Lindsay Hall 
Aug  26 Tanis Gribbin 
Aug  27 Chris Hamblen 
Aug  27 Allison Lang 
Aug  27 Joshua Mazariegos 
Aug  29 Marion Firestone 
Aug  30 Tricia Wilson 
Aug  30 Andrew Witt 
Aug  31 Jamie Hampton 

Editor’s Note:  If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please notify the Church Office. 

Rector    
The Rev. Michael Besson 

 
 
 

Senior Warden  
Teri Clawson 

 
 
 

Junior Warden  
Wes Sallee 

 
 
 

After School Director  
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 
 
 

Music Director 
Clint Brown 

 
 
 

Keyboardist 
Michelle Shannahan 

 
 
 
 

Office Administrator  
Sherry Burns 

  
 
 

Lay Assistant to Rector 
&  Ministry Coordinator 

Sandi Harris 
 
 
 

Youth Pastors 
Ellen Besson 

 
 
 

Christian Education 
Sharon Hill 

 
 
 
 

Vestry Members  
Charles Ashford  
Bob Blakeway 
Dan Blanchard                        
Barbara Cloud 

Steve Gallington 
Desmond Lang 
Debra Morris 
John Morris 
Myra Wilson 
 Tricia Wilson 

 
 
 
 

Finance Committee 
Virginia Pierson-Turner 

 Paul Berner 
Robin Vest 

John Cardenas 


��	���������@�	����.���������		
��	���������@�	����.���������		
��	���������@�	����.���������		
��	���������@�	����.���������		A AAA  Ed, Rodney, Jennifer, David, Marion, Maura, DJ, 
Ross, Mary Ann, Mary Jo, Cindy, Hector, Bob, Savannah, Dorothy, Debbie, Christina, Lucindo, 
Randy, Larry, Nylia, Kelly, Marc, Lissa 

,�������1����1�������+�����,�������1����1�������+�����,�������1����1�������+�����,�������1����1�������+�����A�  Mark Roberts 
��'���	��1�����'���������'���	��1�����'���������'���	��1�����'���������'���	��1�����'�������A AAA����
Karen Bryant, Alex Burdick, Christopher Compton, Dennis Cox, Justin Craggs, George Dick, Scott 
Dorand, Austin Hall, Patrick Hall, Marcus Hamilton, Josh Hardy, Matthew Hemingway, Alexandria 
Horton, Evan Knight, Jeff Latham, Bobby Lay, Chris Cooke Mahre, Jorge Mazariegos II, Donnie 
McCoy, Jason Parramore, Brent Roberts, Alex Segura, Benjamin Stilwell, Josh Theroux, Garry 
Tossing,  Jacob Troutman, Michael Windham, Josh Yoemans, Cary Coughlin, and Combat Main, 
PT1 Able Co. 1st Battalion 26th Light Infantry Regiment 1st Infantry Div.  (The Big Red One) 

 
 
Welcome to all our newcomers!!! 

 

Aug   3 Tom & Ginny Garrett 
Aug   3 Sy & Anne Norris 
Aug   8 Millard & Elizabeth Whitehead 
Aug  16 Austin & Lindsay Hall 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

If you have an article or notice you would 
like published in the next issue, please 
submit it via e-mail  by the 10th of the month  
to: 

elpwhitehead@yahoo.com 

If you cannot email your document, call 
Elizabeth Whitehead at home 281-839-1321 
or the church office at 281-471-0383. 
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