
 

������������������������������������� ���
June 2009  

� � � �������	�
���
��	������� ������������		��  

      I learned something interesting today.  
Just now I looked up the word “goodbye” 
on “Merriam Webster Online” and found 
out that the word is an alteration of “God be 
with you”.  I know…Father Mike is that all 
you’ve got to do during the day??  I had 
looked it up because it occurred to me this 
afternoon that we’ve been saying lots of 
goodbyes around here lately.  In the next 
few weeks we’ll be saying goodbye to the 
Teen Parent Program which also means that 
we will say goodbye to Mrs. June Osborne 
who’s worked so hard for our kids.  On June 
21st we will say goodbye to Doug Lasiter, or 
should I say, the Reverend Doug Lasiter, as 
he preaches here one last time before 
moving on to his new church.  That same 
day we’ll say goodbye to our extraordinarily 
talented Director of Music, Mrs. Brenda 
McNenny, who’ll be heading for the 
mountains of Northeast Tennessee.  Just a 
couple of weeks ago we said goodbye to our 
dear friend and long time member of this 
church, our beloved Bill Stout.  All of those 
goodbyes. 

     I’ll never forget the day before Ellen and 
I left Beaumont for the mountains of 
Tennessee.  My mom came by but she 
really couldn’t say a whole lot to me 
because although she was very supportive 
of my decision to give seminary a try she 
also knew that I’d never live in Beaumont 
again.  So her last words to me were, “hope 
you have a good life”.  That was it.  No 
“I’m proud of you son”…no “I’ll be praying 
for you every day”…no “you’re gonna 
make the best priest ever, son”.  Just “hope 
you have a good life”.  It’s never easy to say 
goodbye. 

     Now I’m thinking about what I’ve 
discovered…a form of the words “God be 

with you”…goodbye always carries a 
blessing inside of it.  Mrs. June will be 
venturing off to a new beginning in her 
life...and God will be with her always.  Mrs. 
Brenda (and Bob) will be living in a place 
where the high temperature in August gets 
up to at least 81 degrees and her new home 
will not ever be in the “cone of uncertainty” 
this hurricane season…God will be with 
them.  Father Doug will begin his ministry 
in God’s church…the Lord will be right 
there at his side.  And our beloved Bill?  
Our goodbye to Bill signaled the beginning 
of his eternal life in the full presence of 
God.  It’s hard to see that side of it 
sometimes because we naturally, rightly, 
want to hold on to the people we love.  
Remember Peter’s response when Jesus told 
him that he would die and then rise again?  
“No Jesus this cannot be…this cannot be 
so…you can’t leave us”.  Jesus would 
assure them that the only way that they 
could be fully blessed…the only way that 
they could receive God’s greatest gift…the 
only way that they could understand the true 
nature of God’s love would be for his only 
Son to say goodbye.  Of course his last 
words before he ascended into heaven were 
what again?  “Behold…I am with you 
always”. 

     And so we say goodbye to those people 
whom we love who’ll be moving on to the 
next adventure in their lives and we know 
that God will be right there with them.  It’s 
the same for those that we love but see no 
longer…those who’ve passed victorious 
from death to life.  We never stop missing 
them…we never stop loving them…if we 
had it our way then they’d be right here 
where we are now.  But just think…just 
think…they’ve seen the face of God…
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 By the time you get the next newsletter, I'll be 
unpacking at our new home in Tennessee.  It doesn't 
seem possible!  Much as I'm looking forward to it, it's 
incredibly difficult and sad to leave you all.  You're 
my family, and there aren't words for how much I'll 
miss you!   My 6+ years as Music Director here     
have been so awesome that everything I can        
think to say sounds l ike a cl iche. 
 
 I hope to get back to visit, and I hope to see 

my St. John's family in Tennessee.   In the meantime, 
I leave knowing that  Clint's love of the Lord,  St. 
John's, and you, and the great gifts the Lord has given 
him will take St. John's music to the next             
l e v e l  a n d  w a a a a a a a y y y y y  b e y o n d . 
 
Thanks for making this time so special! 

they’ve heard the music of angels…they’ve fulfilled 
our Lord’s greatest prayer for them…that they might 
be where he is…always.  What a blessing for them…
what a blessing for us… 

May “God be with you” always… 

Father Mike+ 
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On June 29th I leave for Anaheim, CA  as your 
delegate to the DOK Triennial  (July 1st through July 
5th).  It will be followed by General Convention 2009 
of the Episcopal Church, July 8th through July 17th.  
Like General Convention, The Daughters Triennial 
has begun a prayer vigil for guidance, wisdom and 
discernment through the Holy Spirit as we honor and 
glorify our Lord and Savior.  Please join all 
Daughters, members of our families, parish family 
and be in prayer for Triennial and General 
Convention. 

Like the Episcopal Church, there is an element of 
dissenting people, who do not wish to accept the 

majority vote of Triennial 2006 in Orlando, FL.  
Please pray that we may have unity and peace in 
2009. 

Ladies, our next meeting will be June 13th in Faith 
Hall, at 1:30 pm.  Since our May meeting featuring 
“Moms” was so great, we are going to do “Dads”  
with pictures and a few lines about them at our June 
meeting.  Any lady who wishes may join us at any 
time and we would love to have you. 

For His Sake, 

Alice Sparks 

Blessings and love, 
Bren  
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Breakfast teams will be taking a break from cooking this summer 
during school vacation. St. John’s will need volunteers to step in 
and help out on Sundays during the summer.  Costs for 
breakfast are reimbursed from the breakfast budget.  

  

WHAT WOULD I HAVE TO DO? I DON’T KNOW HOW TO 
COOK! 

 

Well, this is perfect for you because continental breakfast is 
absolutely acceptable for the summer.  Cereal, pastries, donuts, 
kolaches, fruit, juice and milk are all easy to purchase and put 
out by 9:00 AM on Sunday.  If you have a desire to cook for your 
St. John’s family, that is great also!!  A family can take a Sunday, 
or a few people can partner together.  This will be a great time 
for 8:00 worshipers to join in the breakfast preparation fun!   

 

PLEASE CONSIDER HELPING OUT WITH THE 
SUMMER SCHEDULE! 

-�!����$�����"��$��...�

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SUMMER 
BREAKFAST SCHEDULE  
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 Would you like to be involved in a spiritually 
fulfilling ministry that only takes about an hour a 
month?  Then Altar Guild is for you!   

 Due to life circumstances, we have lost 
several members in the last year.  We are in serious 
need of a few people to fill out our teams.  You only 
need be there one Saturday morning per month for 
set-up, that lasts for about 45 minutes, and then for an 

even shorter clean up time after church.  If you have 
to be out of town on your weekend—no problem!  
We all have busy schedules and are not able to get to 
get there every time. 

  If you can find it in your heart to help out 
with this fulfilling ministry, please call the 
church office or the director, Allison Lang 
at 281-703-9044. 
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Summer is fast approaching and as always, expenses go 
up (utilities) and income usually drops.  As you know, we 
discounted our pledges very little to keep a balanced 
budget, so more than ever, please try to keep your pledges 
current during the summer.  If you have a problem or 
issue, please let Father Mike know so that we may adjust 
accordingly. 

On another note, financial as well, we have decided to 
offer a short (3 week) financial peace course in July.  We 
will cover such topics as demystifying money – it’s just a 

paper tool, No idols – we can’t serve two masters, and 
basic budgeting 101 – you can be debt free.  At this point, 
we will offer the class on Wednesdays, beginning July 8, 
at 7:00p.m. 

And for those who are waiting for Daniel, with weddings, 
and vacations, it was hard for people to commit during the 
summer.  We will start our Beth Moore Study of the Book 
of Daniel this fall. 

Thanks for your faithfulness. 
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www.Familytofamilynetwork.org   
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 On May 3, 2009 the After School Program 
presented the offertory in sign-language at the 8:00 
AM service and the 10:30 AM service.  They had 
worked very hard over the last month to get it “just 
right” for the congregation.  The song was a 
contemporary version of  “The Lords Prayer”.  Since 
the children pray that prayer every day upon arrival at 
St. John’s it was very easy for them to learn. 

 At the service we awarded the Hampton 
Memorial Scholarships to children who desired to go 
to Camp Allen this summer.  The recipients were:  
Corina Boyd, Haley Gonzalez, Syndale Garcia, 
Samantha Wheeler, Taqueria Trigg, and Gaviel 
Erskine.  We are very proud of our students! 

 During the 8:00 AM  service we also 
recognized our high school graduates.  Donalyn Allen 
and Christina Gallegos are graduating from La Porte 
High School on June 5th.    Both are group leaders in 
the after school program.   

 Christina Gallegos volunteered in the program 
before becoming a staff member.  Christina will be 
attending San Jacinto College in the nursing field.  
She is one of the most compassionate teens I have 
ever seen.  I know that nursing must be her “calling” 
in life.  She will return as a staff member in the fall. 

 Donalyn Allen attended St. John’s After 
School Program from 1st grade until 5th grade.  She  

was raised by her grandmother.  Grandma sent me a 
“thank you” card right after the school year started.  
She wanted to thank “St. John’s for the support given 
to Donalyn at a critical time in her life”.   Donalyn is 
among 300 students from across the nation to be 
named as Dell Scholars for the 2008-2009 school 
year.  She received $20,000 to pursue her higher 
education.  Dell Scholars are students who 
demonstrate their desire and ability to overcome 
barriers and achieve goals.  In addition the Dell 
Scholars receive technology, a private scholar 
networking community, resources and mentoring to 
ensure they have the support they need to obtain a 
college degree.  Donalyn plans to attend Stephen F. 
Austin State University.  We are so proud of her! 

 

 

�-�
>�:<#
��<���5-4�
#%=�4-�#=5 #�

 

 Two scholarships were awarded to La Porte 
High School Students on May 18th from the Marty 
Vest Memorial Fund.  These two students are 
affiliated with the after school program.  Christina 
Gallegos and Donalyn Allen applied for the 
scholarships in January.  Robin Vest awarded the 
scholarships at a presentation at the high school.  
Both recipients were in attendance and very grateful 
for the scholarships.  

 



PAGE 8 THE EAGLE JUNE 2009 

 Summer is here! I know that means mission trips 
for many of our Acolytes. Remember that June’s schedule 
had already been made at the beginning of last month. 
Check to see if you are scheduled during any time that you 
might be out of town (like mission trips for example) and 
remember to find a replacement for yourself if you cannot 
be there for your scheduled Sunday. Acolyte schedules are 
sent via the newsletter and are also posted in the lay 
ministry schedule on St. John's website.  Also, look 
closely at the schedule and let me know as soon as 
possible if it seems you have been left out of the rotation. 
We are a rapidly growing ministry and there will be some 
hiccups on the schedules early on.   If you have any other 
Acolyte related questions please call me at 832-212-1217 
or email me at lsborkowski@hotmail .com.   Anyone 
contemplating joining our core of Acolytes or any current 
Acolyte that wishes to be trained as a Crucifer should 
contact me and I could provide individual or small group 
trainings immediately following a 10:30 service of their 
choice. The new robes are in!!! Please come by the 
Acolyte room when you get a chance (if you haven’t 
served since their arrival already) and check to see if there 
is a robe to fit you. If not: Please email me to let me know 
your height and build dimensions so that we can order 
more new ones. 

 Fr. Mike has also asked for the acolytes to please 
have less communication and fidgeting during the service, 
especially during communion since this can be a 
distraction to him and to those worshipping in the 
congregation. Our Vergers have asked me to remind the 
Acolytes to please refrain from wearing open toed-shoes 
and sandals while serving. 

 As always the following items of note for 
Acolytes or the parents of Acolytes still apply: 

 1) If you are interested in becoming an Acolyte (or 
becoming a Crucifer) do not hesitate to call me at 832-
212-1217. 

2) If you need a different size robe than is available 
currently in the Acolyte preparation room, let me know 
(again at the above number if you can’t get a hold of me in 
church) so that I can order more and get the matter 
resolved. 

4) Normally you should let me know before the 10th of a 
given month if you are unavailable to serve in the 
subsequent month so that I can include your absence on 
the schedule. However, May through June have been 
scheduled already. Summer will continue with two months 
scheduled at a time. This means you should let me know 
before the 10th of a given month if you are unavailable to 
serve in the subsequent two months. So that would mean 
before June 10th for the July – August schedule. 

5) Remember, it is your responsibility to find your 
replacement if you are not able to serve on your scheduled 
Sunday. Acolyte trainees at an 8:00 service will not need 
to find a replacement but should still let me know if you 
cannot serve so that they may be placed at another 8:00 
service to finish their training. 

 You have all been doing a great job! 

 Your Acolyte Master, 

Nick Borkowski 
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We are changing our vacation Bible school 
format this year! Usually our VBS focuses on children 
from 5 to the 5th grade.  This year we are planning 
activities for the whole family.  There will be sports 
camp, we’ll make prayer beads for children and adults,  
jewelry making, dance, gardening and other classes to 
learn and grow this summer.  Watch for sign up sheets so 

you can choose the things you’d l ike                               
t o  l e a r n  o v e r  t h e  s u m m e r .                                                                     
Remember, July 13-17,  6:30-8:00 pm 

 

We are looking forward to seeing you.  
Watch your bulletin for more information! 

��������
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 Congratulations to the Junior/Senior High School 
Sunday School class who under the leadership of Deb and 
Steve Gallington have brought recycling to St. Johns!  
During this past Sunday school year, Deb, Steve and the 
class have spent some time looking at caring for God’s 
creation.  This spring they decorated recycling bins for the 
church and they have placed these bins in Faith Hall to 

make it easier for all of us to recycle.  Next time you are in 
Faith Hall, be sure to notice these bins and begin using 
them.   

 Place your recyclables in the bins and they will be 
taken to the city of La Porte for recycling, then, say thanks 
to Deb, Steve and their class for helping us take care of the 
planet that God has entrusted to us! 

%���	��������"������
 A very huge thank you from the Christian 
Formation team to all our teachers who gave so much of 
their time this year to teach our Sunday school classes.  
Allison Lang and Kim Plant did a beautiful job with our 4 
year olds to 1st graders as they participated in Godly Play, 
a great class for beginners as they  learn the basic Bible 
stories.  Christine Barrett and Tricia Wilson have done a 
wonderful job with the 2nd through 5th graders, keeping  
them entertained while teaching them to live according to 
God’s plan for their lives.  Deb and Steve Gallington have 
continued to do a splendid job with the 6th to  12th graders, 
challenging them to care for all of God’s creation. Don 
Hill has continued to teach our adult Bible study class 
each Sunday, a time of discussion for the gospel lesson 

each Sunday. 

 As Christian Formation director I want to thank 
each of these teachers.  This year we have had some 
challenges (as all of you know), several of our teachers 
lost homes in IKE and so we have had to make 
adjustments during the year –our  teachers have been 
wonderful about moving in and out of class rooms, 
substituting as needed for each other.  I cannot say enough 
about the dedication of these amazing people!  Please take 
a moment to thank them for their faithfulness. 

 Most of these teachers will be taking a break for 
summer vacation.  Thanks to Don Hill and Deb and Steve 
Gallington for continuing their classes during the summer. 

#�""���#��$���#������

Yes, there will be Sunday School this summer !!! 

The adults will continue to meet under the 
leadership of Don Hill each Sunday morning to discuss 
the Gospel lesson of the day.  These classes always have 
lively discussions as they discuss the lesson of the day by 
asking these questions: What about this gospel lesson 
jumps out at you? What about this gospel lesson disturbs 
you? How will this gospel lesson affect the way you 

respond to God’s world during the week? 

Deb and Steve Gallington will continue their 
exploration of caring for God’s creation with the older 
youth.  The younger youth will have classes that will vary 
from week to week.  We are looking forward to a busy 
summer and as  you go about enjoying your summer days, 
come when you can and most of all have a safe summer. 

:��������������#������

Save These Dates!   July 13-17 
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 Ed and Kim Buskirk welcomed their son Addison Nolan into the world 
Tuesday, May 26th.   He was born at 10:13 am and weighed 7 lbs 11 ounces.  His 
siblings are all so thrilled!  They include Casey, Megan, Nathan, and Savannah. 
(pictured below) Congratulations to the proud grandparents as well: Ed and Kathy 
Buskirk and Ron and Judy Etzel. 

Addison Nolan Buskirk is here !!! 

%��
����������	�

1. This afternoon there will be a meeting in the south and north ends of the church.  Children will be 
baptized at both ends. 

2. Tuesday at 4 pm there will be an ice cream social.  All ladies giving milk, come early. 

3. This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Johnson to come forward and lay an egg at the altar. 

4. On Sunday, a special collection will be taken to defray the expenses of the new carpet.  All those 
wishing to do something on the new carpet, come forward and get a piece of paper. 

5. Tonight’s sermon:  “What is Hell?”  Come early and listen to our choir practice. 
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   Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to Thy never failing care and love, for this life 
and the life to come, knowing that Thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or pray 
for, through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

%����������	.%����������	.%����������	.%����������	.� ���
O God, our times are in Thy hand.  Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another 
year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in Thy goodness all 
the days of their life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

June   3 Lynda Burgett 
June   4 Johnny Mathews 
June   7 Laura McCulley 
June   8 Jackie Joerns 
June  10 Janet Pyle 
June  11 Elissa Stamps 
June  15 Beverly Steele 
June  16 Craig Lasiter 
June  17 Garrett Vest 
June  20 Monte Allen 
June  23  Christine Barrett 
June  23 John Joerns 
June  26 Bruce Pinkham 
June  27 Barry Trout 

June  29 John Hall 
June  30 Marilyn Neumann 
June  30 Jane Shipp 
June  30 Sheri Shubert 

Editor’s Note:  If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please notify the Church Office. 

Rector    
The Rev. Michael Besson 

 
 
 

Senior Warden  
Teri Hemingway 

 
 
 

Junior Warden  
Wes Sallee 

 
 
 

After School Director  
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 
 

Teen Parent Director     
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 
 

Music Director 
 Brenda McNenny 

 
 

Assistant Music Director 
Clint Brown 

 
 
 

Office Administrator  
Sherry Burns 

  
 
 

Lay Assistant to Rector 
&  Ministry Coordinator 

Sandi Harris 
 
 

Youth Pastors 
Ellen Besson 

 
 

Christian Education 
Sharon Hill 

 
 
 

Vestry Members  
Charles Ashford  
Bob Blakeway 
Dan Blanchard                        

Ed Buskirk 
Barbara Cloud 

Maura Free 
Steve Gallington 
Desmond Lang 
Debra Morris 
John Morris 
Myra Wilson 
 Tricia Wilson 

 
 
 

Finance Committee 
Virginia Pierson-Turner 

 Paul Berner 
Robin Vest 

John Cardenas 


��	��������$3�	����&���������		
��	��������$3�	����&���������		
��	��������$3�	����&���������		
��	��������$3�	����&���������		1 111  Ed, Rodney, Jennifer, David, Marion, Maura, DJ, 
Ross, Mary Ann, Mary Jo, Cindy, Hector, Bob, Savannah, Dorothy, Debbie, Carol, Jim, Warren, 
Christina, Richard, Fannie, Rachel, Jimmy, Tristan, Sally, Wendy, Sonja, Larry, Art, Jack, Sharon, 
Renee 

��������!����!�����$�0����$��������!����!�����$�0����$��������!����!�����$�0����$��������!����!�����$�0����$1�  Bill Stout 
��"���	��!�����"���������"���	��!�����"���������"���	��!�����"���������"���	��!�����"�������1 111� ���
Karen Bryant, Alex Burdick, Christopher Compton, Dennis Cox, Justin Craggs, George Dick, Scott 
Dorand, Austin Hall, Patrick Hall, Marcus Hamilton, Josh Hardy, Matthew Hemingway, Alexandria 
Horton, Evan Knight, Jeff Latham, Bobby Lay, Chris Cooke Mahre, Jorge Mazariegos II, Donnie 
McCoy, Jason Parramore, Brent Roberts, Alex Segura, Benjamin Stilwell, Josh Theroux, Garry 
Tossing,  Jacob Troutman, Michael Windham, Josh Yoemans, Cary Coughlin, and Combat Main, 
PT1 Able Co. 1st Battalion 26th Light Infantry Regiment 1st Infantry Div.  (The Big Red One) 

 
 
Welcome to all our newcomers!!! 

 
June  10 Charlie & Christine Barrett 
June  22 Michael & Emilie Eskridge 
June  22 Ken & Lisa Lester 
June  22 Jorge & Sharon Mazariegos 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

If you have an article or notice you would 
like published in the next issue, please 
submit it via e-mail  by the 10th of the month  
to: 

elpwhitehead@yahoo.com 

If you cannot email your document, call 
Elizabeth Whitehead at home 281-839-1321 
or the church office at 281-471-0383. 
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