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��#�4�2	�           Brenda McNenny 
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 '�����8�����%��#���������� *Choir members and all sorts of instruments accompanying the 
Procession of the Palms from Faith Hall to the Church!  *Special Music by the Brass 
Ensemble and the Choir!  

  '�����3������������
���	����-�#��� *Special Music by the String Ensemble and the 
Choir! *Charlie Niemeyer and Clint doing "Were You There?"   

 9'�����,:�����;����&���������������-�#��� *Clint will be playing during the Stations 
of the Cross.   April 11 Easter Vigil 7p.m.: *Charlie Barrett will be singing the Exsultet.   

 '�����,(�����/�	����3��#��&�#�������������� *Special Music by the 
Children's/Youth/Handbell Choirs!   

 '�����,(����/�	����,,�):��#������������������ *A special offertory!    
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This is the most significant week of the church year, 
beginning on Palm Sunday with a procession, 
blessing of the palms and ending on Easter Sunday.  
The earliest Holy Week services seem to have taken 
place in fourth century Jerusalem.  The Book of 
Common Prayer provides special services for most 
of the week.   

Wednesday…..The service of Tenebrae may be 
used on Wednesday. This service is a focused 
meditation  in preparation for the remembrance of 
Christ’s Passion.   

Thursday ….. is known as Maundy Thursday on 
which we remember Jesus’ institution of the Holy 
Eucharist or “Last Supper”.  Maundy is a Medieval 
English form of the Latin word Mandatum meaning 
commandment and refers to Christ’s “New 
Commandment” to love one another. At St. John’s, 
immediately following a service with Holy 
Eucharist, the lights are dimmed, the altar is stripped 
and all crosses are veiled.  The congregation is 
invited to remain in the church for meditation and 
prayer: then leave in silence.   

Friday…. is referred to as Good Friday and is a day 
in which Christians remember and meditate upon the 
Crucifixion of Jesus.  Services take place in a bare 
church where the Altar has been stripped.  No 

Eucharist is celebrated on this day.   St. John’s 
tradition is a midday service of “Liturgy of the 
Word” followed by “Stations of the Cross”.  The 
Evening service is “Stations of the Cross” only.   

Saturday…. is referred to as “The Great Vigil of 
Easter”.  It is a service with scripture readings, 
baptism and lighting of the new fire and paschal 
candle, a tradition that has been observed since the 
fourth century.  At St. John’s the service 
traditionally starts outside the church or in the 
narthex with the lighting of the paschal candle, 
procession of the entire congregation, the Exsultet 
chanted by a member of the choir and continues 
with readings from both the old and new testaments.   
When possible the service culminates with a 
baptism.   

Easter Sunday…. is the central and most ancient 
feast of the church year.  Easter celebrates Christ’s 
resurrection from the dead and occurs on the first 
Sunday following the first full moon of spring which 
occurs between March 22 and April 25th each year.  
Traditionally our first service on Easter begins with 
the flowering of the cross by the children of St. 
John’s. 

Your Brother in Christ 

Bob Blakeway 

0=>��61>�61�=��
1�4;��0=>��'0�4=
�1'?/�@4=�4AAA��
Below is the next in the series explaining or defining customs/words/services used in the Episcopal 
Church.   Some you may be quite familiar with but others you may remark “I didn’t know that”.  I hope 
these will enlighten your knowledge of our church and enhance your spiritual walk.   This month we 
continue with more on Holy Week. 
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To: St. John’s  EYC  

Thank you!!  I know that we don’t tell you often enough 
just how much we appreciate you, but we do!! The 
Sweetheart Dinner Dance was absolutely wonderful!!!  
The food, atmosphere, and music was great!  And the 
service was fantastic!  I heard someone say the service 
provided by our children was better than that of a four 
star restaurant, and I couldn’t agree more.  It was 

outstanding, to say the least. 

We are all so very proud of you!  You ARE our shining 
stars!  You are all an excellent example of today’s youth 
and tomorrow’s leaders. 

Again thank you for a wonderful evening. 

May God bless you and keep you. 

�     From the Senior Warden   Terri Hemingway� �
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March 1 – April 5 
 

 Sunday Evenings 5:30-7:30 

Soup/Salad for dinner 

 

 
 

1�����������������1�����������������1�����������������1������������������ ���
 

 

%��#�������%��#�������%��#�������%��#�������� ���

April 5 
 

8a – service  

10:30a – Procession of Palms and service 

 

 

 
�������
���	����������
���	����������
���	����������
���	���� ���

April 9 
 

    7p service with stripping of the altar 

8p prayer vigil  

 

;����&�����;����&�����;����&�����;����&������ ���
April 10 

 

12 (noon) service and stations-of-cross 

7p stations-of-cross  

 

 
1������������1������������1������������1������������� ���

April 11 
 

6p Easter egg Hunt  

& 

Hunt for the Alleluia banners 

7p Easter Vigil with Baptism 

 
 

/�	����������/�	����������/�	����������/�	����������� ���
April 12 

 

9a Flowering of the Cross 

Family Service (Rite II) 

Easter Breads in Faith Hall 

parish picture 

11:30 Holy Eucharist Rite I 

/�	�������������
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 The objectives of the Daughters of the Republic 
of Texas (DRT) are to perpetuate the memory and spirit 
of the men and women who achieved the independence 
of  Texas; to foster the preservation of documents and 
relics relating to the history of Texas; to promote the 
celebration of the Texas Honor Days; and to secure and 
memorialize historic sites.   Members are required to be 
women who can prove lineal descent from a man or 
woman who served Texas before annexation (1864). 
 Nancy Matlock assisted by Dottie Blankenship, 
representing the James W. Brown Chapter of DRT will 
give a presentation of the Traveling Trunk, which is a 

collection of books, writing instruments and other relics 
from the 1800's school houses. Some of our members 
will be in period dress from the 1800's to present this 
presentation. On April 3rd, at 4PM, the Daughters of 
the Republic of Texas will be at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church, located at 815 S. Broadway in La Porte, to make 
a presentation to the elementary school students from La 
Porte Elementary,  that attend St. John’s  After School 
Program.   If any parents of elementary school students 
would like to bring their child to see the “Traveling 
Trunk”, you are encouraged to do so.  Parents are 
required to stay for the full presentation. 

H�
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As you may have noticed, our new Acolytes have 
transitioned to the 10:30 service! What a great job all of 
our Acolytes have been doing!  Acolyte schedules are 
sent via the newsletter and are also posted in the lay 
ministry schedule on St. John's website.   Look closely in 
the April schedule for special Easter service assignments. 
Remember to check for Good Friday, Easter Vigil, 
Maundy Thursday, and all the Easter Sunday services to 
see if you are scheduled!  If you have any other Acolyte 
related questions please call me at 832-212-1217 or email 
me at lsborkowski@hotmail .com.   Well, with all that 
has been going on after church the last few Sundays and 
with busy-ness in my own personal schedule, another 
month has gone by without that Crucifer training I've 
been promising. One option is for those who want to train 
as crucifer to contact me and I could provide individual 
or small group Crucifer trainings immediately following 
a service of their choice. Just let me know. Otherwise, it 
may be after Easter when we could organize a group 
Crucifer training. 

  Fr. Mike has also asked for the acolytes to please have 
less communication and fidgeting during the service, 
especially during communion since this can be a 
distraction to him and to those worshipping in the 
congregation. Our Vergers have asked me to remind the 
Acolytes to please refrain from wearing open toed-shoes 
and sandals while serving. 
  
As always the following items of note for Acolytes or the 

parents of Acolytes still apply: 
  
1) If you are interested in becoming an Acolyte do not 
hesitate to call me at 832-212-1217. 
2) If you need a different size robe than is available 
currently in the Acolyte preparation room, let me know 
(again at the above number if you can’t get a hold of me 
in church) so that I can order more and get the matter 
resolved. 
4) Normally you should let me know before the 10th of a 
given month if you are unavailable to serve in the 
subsequent month so that I can include your absence on 
the schedule. The month of February has already been 
scheduled. If you find that you have been scheduled on a 
day that you cannot serve, let me know or see item 5 
below. 
5) Remember, it is your responsibility to find your 
replacement if you are not able to serve on your 
scheduled Sunday. Acolyte trainees at an 8:00 service 
will not need to find a replacement but should still let me 
know if you cannot serve so that they may be placed at 
another 8:00 service to finish their training. 
  
You  have all been doing a great job! 
  
  
Your Acolyte Master, 
Nick Borkowski 

� � � � � '�������4�2	� � � 4������	������2	���
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EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 
 

SUNDAY,  APRIL 12, 2009 

6:30 AM 
�

AT SONJA ANGELO THEATRE 
�

SPONSERED BY: 

La Porte Ministerial Alliance 

and  

Interfaith council of La Porte 
 

ALL ARE INVITED TO THE CELEBRATION ! 
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This letter was from a 5th grade child.   

St. John’s has helped me by taking really good care 
of us.  They taught us a lot of sign language for 
people who can’t talk.  They also taught a lot of 
music on keyboards so we can know when we get 
in 6th grade.  And they taught us how to be 
respectful, how to respect God, how to expect that 
you can’t hide from God.  They teach us how to 
respect God’s home and keep his area clean.  They 
taught us how to respect others.  They taught         

us to respect the adults and treat them                     
the way we want to be treated. 
 

Thank you so much for making it possible for 
these children to realize God’s love every day.  
You are the reason they are here. 

 

Love you, 

Ms. Kathy 

6�#��'������������	���6�#��'������������	���6�#��'������������	���6�#��'������������	���� ���

'������������%��
��#'������������%��
��#'������������%��
��#'������������%��
��#� ���

 Last month John Hall and John Gallaher 
approached me about a project they would be 
undertaking in the next few months.  Fr. Mike had 
told them that the La Porte Health Care center needed 
some work in their chapel.  “THE TWO JOHN’S” 
visited and decided they could help the center by 
some renovations to the chapel area.   It sounded very 
exciting! 

 

 “THE TWO JOHN’S” asked if we could 
make something special to go on the wall of the 
chapel from the After School Program.  After much 
thought and brainstorming with the office, we 
decided a cross with pictures of our children from the 
after school program would be unique.  Pictures were 
taken of our kids, faces cut out, and decoupaged to 
the cross.  Included in the faces was that of Ms. 
Barbara, a very loyal volunteer of the after school 
program who is also a social worker at La Porte 
Health Care.  We thought it would help bring 
together the residents of La Porte Health Care and St. 
John’s After School Program to have Ms. Barbara’s 

familiar face on the cross.   The children were very 
proud of the end result. 

 The cross will be placed in the Chapel when 
the work is completed.  Plans include a stained glass 
section also.  I am sure the residents will feel the love 
of Christ through the outreach of the St. John’s 
Community. 

 Kathy Buskirk 

Mark 10:14 
 

“Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and fo rbid them not; 

FOR SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD.” 

(emphasis mine) 
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us to respect the adults and treat them                     
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1 1/2 cup flour      1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. baking soda     3/4 cup sugar 
2 eggs, beaten      1/2/ cup oil 
1 to 2 1/2 cup apples, chopped   2 T. cinnamon 
1/2 tsp. vanilla 
 
Mix dry ingredients in a bowl.  Make a well in the center and add remaining ingredients.  Stir and pour into 
muffin cups.  Bake at 350 for 20 to 25 minutes. 

'�����������	�
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��#�#!������%�������#�#!������%�������#�#!������%�������#�#!������%������ ���
   Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to Thy never failing care and love, for this life 
and the life to come, knowing that Thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or pray 
for, through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

6���!������	$6���!������	$6���!������	$6���!������	$� ���
O God, our times are in Thy hand.  Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another 
year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in Thy goodness all 
the days of their life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
 
April   4  Rob Thornton 
April   5  Debbie Cardenas 
April   7  John Kilpatrick 
April   8  Adam Harris 
April  11 Ali Sidoran 
April  12 Carol Ford 
April  12 Ryleigh Shubert 
April  17 Jacob Holloman 
 
 
 

 
 
 
April  18 Millard Whitehead Jr. 
April  20 Robin Vest 
April  23 Rachel Hampton 
April  24 David Simmons 
April  26 Lorenzo Besson 
April  29 Nancy Miner 
April  30 Cory Payne 
April  30 Ronnie Cheek 
 

Editor’s Note:  If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please notify the Church Office. 

Rector    
The Rev. Michael Besson 

 
 

Senior Warden  
Teri Hemingway 

 
 

Junior Warden  
Wes Sallee 

 
 
 

After School Director  
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 

Teen Parent Director     
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 
 

Music Director 
 Brenda McNenny 

 
 
 

Office Administrator  
Sherry Burns 

  
 

Lay Assistant to Rector 
&  Ministry Coordinator 

Sandi Harris 
 
 
 
 

Youth Pastors 
Ellen Besson 

 
 
 
 

Christian Education 
Sharon Hill 

 
 
 
 
 

Vestry Members  
Charles Ashford  
Bob Blakeway 
Dan Blanchard                        

Ed Buskirk 
Barbara Cloud 

Maura Free 
Steve Gallington 
Desmond Lang 
Debra Morris 
John Morris 
Myra Wilson 
 Tricia Wilson 

 
 
 
 
 

Finance Committee 
Virginia Pierson-Turner 

 Paul Berner 
Robin Vest 

John Cardenas 


��	��������� �	����2���������		
��	��������� �	����2���������		
��	��������� �	����2���������		
��	��������� �	����2���������		M MMM  Paul, Ed, Rodney, Jennifer, David, Marion, Bill, 
Maura, DJ, Ross, Mary Ann, Mary Jo, Cindy, Jeanie, Jay, Browning, Anne, Hector, Sylvia, Ada, 
Bob, Savannah, Dorothy, Marvin, Debbie, Helen, Franca, Carol 

&��������������������������&��������������������������&��������������������������&��������������������������M�   
��#!��	��������#���������#!��	��������#���������#!��	��������#���������#!��	��������#�������M MMM����
Karen Bryant, Alex Burdick, Christopher Compton, Dennis Cox, Justin Craggs, George Dick, Scott 
Dorand, Austin Hall, Patrick Hall, Marcus Hamilton, Josh Hardy, Matthew Hemingway, Alexandria 
Horton, Evan Knight, Jeff Latham, Bobby Lay, Chris Cooke Mahre, Jorge Mazariegos II, Donnie 
McCoy, Jason Parramore, Brent Roberts, Alex Segura, Benjamin Stilwell, Josh Theroux, Garry 
Tossing,  Jacob Troutman, Michael Windham, Josh Yoemans, Cary Coughlin, and Combat Main, 
PT1 Able Co. 1st Battalion 26th Light Infantry Regiment 1st Infantry Div.  (The Big Red One) 

 
 
Welcome to all our newcomers!!! 

 
April   6  Steve & Sandi Harris 
April   8  Wayne & Courtney Norton 
April  20 Ed & Kim Buskirk 
April  26 Gordon & Frances Robb 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

If you have an article or notice you would 
like published in the next issue, please 
submit it via e-mail  by the 10th of the month  
to: 

elpwhitehead@yahoo.com 

If you cannot email your document, call 
Elizabeth Whitehead at home 281-839-1321 
or the church office at 281-471-0383. 
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