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          At the Annual Parish Meeting several 
weeks ago I talked to you briefly about the 
St. John’s Teen Parent Program which 
provides child care for mothers who are 
currently enrolled at La Porte Junior High 
and High School.  For the past several years 
this ministry has helped to enable those 
young moms (and dads) to continue their 
education through to graduation…what a 
blessing it has been!  Over the past couple 
of years the program has experienced its 
share of problems.  First…due to fluctuating 
enrollment (beyond our control) and 
staffing issues the program began to loose 
money.  As you may know, the finance 
committee dropped the $22,000.00 in 
income that we had in our budget last year 
so that the program could survive.  Thanks 
to tremendous creativity by our staff, 
finance committee, and vestry we were able 
to do that.  However, since all but one of 
our “private pays” (children in the day care 
who did not belong to teen parents) chose 
other day cares as the school year began it 
became increasingly difficult to figure out 
how to keep the program above water…
after Ike this became a tremendous 
challenge.  The second issue involved 
staffing.  The state licensing system requires 
a certain number of adults to be present 
based on the number of kids in the daycare.  
Since the number of kids changes from 
week to week…sometimes day to day…we 
are forced to let employees go when the 
census goes down and either hire them back 
on the day it goes back up or hire someone 
else altogether.  The program does not make 
enough in revenue to keep a full staff all the 
time.  On many occasions Kathy Buskirk is 
working in the nursery all day with June 
Osborne or a member of our office staff will 
fill in when needed.  Needless to say we 

have used all available resources to try and 
make this work. 
     The vestry has been in conversation for 
some time to determine the future of this 
program.  At the vestry retreat, after much 
lengthy discussion, it was decided that we 
will not seek the contract for the 2009-2010 
school year.  Please know that the school 
district seeks and receives a number of 
“bids” for the program every year so we 
know for a fact that the ministry will 
continue in some other place.  In other 
words…the parents and kids will have some 
place to go (the ministry will not be 
“ending).  I also want you to know that this 
was not an easy decision to make.  Kathy, 
Litha, and June have been so very dedicated 
to this program as have all of you…it has 
made a real impact in our community…so 
much so that the district considers it 
important enough to continue.  I want to 
thank Kathy, Litha, June, and all of the 
employees and volunteers who have helped 
us to continue the program…your 
dedication is incredible.  I also want to 
thank all of you who have given of your 
time, your talent, and your treasure over the 
past few years. I also want you to know that 
this does not affect the After School 
Program…in fact…we may now be able to 
focus even more on that profound ministry 
that we hope will begin to grow even more. 
     As always…I welcome your questions 
and concerns if you have them.  Please 
contact me if you wish to speak to me about 
this decision and know that it was 
prayerfully made with the best interest of 
the parents, babies, our employees, and St. 
John’s in mind… 
God bless you… 
 

Father Mike+ 
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Barbara and Jack Peters graciously donated a new 
table for the nursery in January.  The infants and 
toddlers are able to eat, paint, color, and work with 
puzzles at the table.  The children LOVE it!  But not 
as much as the staff! 

The infants enjoy music, reading, blocks, and many 

other stimulating activities during the day.  We truly 
appreciate all the volunteers who have helped us give 
loving arms to the babies in the nursery over the last 
year.  You time and your heart has been invaluable to 
our children.  Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts for your contributions. 

 ��	���
��'�)��	�           Brenda McNenny 
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We are blessed.  We are at or near budget in 
virtually every category as of January 31st. Even 
though we paid a full three months insurance 
premium of $2200 we were within $350 of breaking 
even for the month.  We were even able to replenish 
savings by $6000.  This represents $2000 that we 
drew from savings last summer when things were a 
little tight, and $4000 that we pulled out to make 
payroll right after IKE hit.   I have been so humbled 
by our receipts over the last few months.  I know 
God is equipping us to be his light in the months 

ahead.  So let us all keep our eyes and ears open to 
those that may be in need among us and in our 
community (even those that won't ask!) We will be 
that “Acts 4 church”!  I am reminded of the three 
servants in Matthew, each given talents by the 
master.  We've been given our talents, let's put them 
to work for the hope and healing of our community 
and watch them grow.   

 Thank you for your faithfulness 
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Fiesta Dinner to help send Kids to 
Camp 

Thursday, March 26 th at 6:45pm in Faith Hall. 
 

 Tickets - $10 donation.  
 

 Take out orders available 30 minutes after dinner i s served.  

Volunteers are needed.  

See Carl or Pam Gilman or call the church office. 

����������	����������	����������	����������	� ���
March 1 – April 5 

 Sunday Evenings 5:30-7:30 

Soup/Salad for dinner 

�

@�����������������@�����������������@�����������������@������������������ ���
 

Palm Sunday 

April 5 

8a – service  

10:30a – Procession of Palms and service 

 

Maundy Thursday 

April 9 

    7p service with stripping of the altar 

8p prayer vigil  
 

Good Friday 

April 10 

12 (noon) service and stations-of-cross 

7p stations-of-cross  
 

Holy Saturday 

April 11 

6p Easter egg Hunt  

7p Easter Vigil with Baptism 
 

Easter Sunday 

April 12 

8:30a look for Alleluia banners 

9a Flowering of the Cross 

Family Service (Rite II) 

Easter Breads in Faith Hall 

parish picture 

11:30 Holy Eucharist Rite I 
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 The next few months I will submit articles to the 
Eagle explaining or defining customs/words used in the 
Episcopal Church.   Some you may be quite familiar with 
but others you may remark “I didn’t know that”.  I hope 
these will enlighten your knowledge of our church and 
enhance your spiritual walk.   This month we will start 
with the season that has just descended upon us….. 

LENT  

The dictionary for Episcopalians by John Wall tells us 
that lent is a season of preparation for Easter and is a time 
of fasting, penitence, prayer and study.  In line with this, 
St. John’s  will have soup suppers and  Father Mike will 
be leading a study group on “The Shack” each Sunday 
evening during Lent.   In the early church, sinners who 
had been excommunicated began a forty day period of 
penitential discipline so that they could be re-admitted to 
communion on Easter Sunday.  This custom lies at the 
root of the congregational Lenten observance today and 
most Episcopal churches keep the season of Lent with 
special programs, reading groups, midweek services and 
prayer groups.  The climax of Lent is the Baptismal 
Liturgy and renewal of baptismal vows at Easter.  Many 

festive elements of the liturgy are missing from the 
church services during this time such as the “alleluias” 
and the Gloria”.  Church furnishings also reflect this 
austerity.  The liturgical colors are purple or unbleached 
linens.   

ASH WEDNESDAY  

Ash Wednesday is a “Day of Atonement, fasting and 
penitence” that marks the beginning of the Lenten 
season.  The name Ash Wednesday derives from the 
traditional rite in which the Celebrant makes the sign of 
the cross in ashes on the foreheads each worshiper while 
saying “Remember thou art ashes and to ashes thou shall 
return”. This practice has it’s root in the Hebrew Bible 
where sackcloth and ashes are a sign of mourning and 
repentance.  In the early church public sinners who had 
been excommunicated from the church began their forty 
day penitence to be re-admitted to communion on Ash 
Wednesday. 

Your Brother in Christ 

Bob Blakeway 

=:9��0@9�0@�:��
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What a great job all of our new Acolytes have been 
doing! If you haven't noticed, we have been putting two 
new trainee Acolytes to assist at each 8:00 service. This 
is invaluable on-the-job ministry training. Soon they will 
be serving at 10:30 and special services (Easter is on its 
way) and may decide to become Crucifers as 
well. Acolyte schedules are sent via the newsletter and 
are also posted in the lay ministry schedule on St. John's 
website. I know I said it would happen in February, but 
watch for a March Crucifer training!  If you have 
any other Acolyte related questions please call me at 832-
212-1217 or email me at lsborkowski@hotmail .com.    
  Fr. Mike has also asked for the acolytes to please have 
less communication and fidgeting during the service, 
especially during communion since this can be a 
distraction to him and to those worshipping in the 
congregation. Our Vergers have asked me to remind the 
Acolytes to please refrain from wearing open toed-shoes 
and sandals while serving. 
  
As always the following items of note for Acolytes or the 
parents of Acolytes still apply: 
  
1) If you are interested in becoming an Acolyte do not 

hesitate to call me at 832-212-1217. 
2) If you need a different size robe than is available 
currently in the Acolyte preparation room, let me know 
(again at the above number if you can’t get a hold of me 
in church) so that I can order more and get the matter 
resolved. 
4) Normally you should let me know before the 10th of a 
given month if you are unavailable to serve in the 
subsequent month so that I can include your absence on 
the schedule. The month of March has already been 
scheduled. If you find that you have been scheduled on a 
day that you cannot serve, let me know or see item 5 
below. 
5) Remember, it is your responsibility to find your 
replacement if you are not able to serve on your 
scheduled Sunday. Acolyte trainees at an 8:00 service 
will not need to find a replacement but should still let me 
know if you cannot serve so that they may be placed at 
another 8:00 service to finish their training. 
  
You  have all been doing a great job! 
  
 Your Acolyte Master, 
Nick Borkowski 

� � � � � 5�������)��	� � � )������	�������	���
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SUBSTITUTES: 
Carroll Blakeway               
     (281) 326-5231 

Carole Colley   (281)474-2702 
Robert Plant     (281)470-6838 
Norma Barron  (281)842-9611 
Alice Sparks     (281)471-4256 
Susan Ehlers     (281)471-6414 
Elizabeth Whitehead  
     (281)839-1321 
Barbara Peters (281)471-1863 
Lea Vest            (281)471-4861 
Loretta Carter  (281)471-3159 
Edna Westbrook   
      (281)479-8750 
 
THERE ARE MANY OPEN 
DAYS LEFT ON THE 
ROCKING CALENDAR!!! 
DON’T MISS OUT!  THESE 
BABIES NEED  OUR LOVE! 
 
CALL KATHY BUSKIRK TO 
SCHEDULE YOUR DATE: 
     (281) 470-2575 
     (713) 478-5927 

����������	�

ST.  JOHN'S TEEN PARENT CENTER ROCKING SCHEDULE 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

� � � � � � �
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This is the first installment of the “verbatim” letters 
from our after school children who would like to 
attend Camp Allen this summer.  We hope to send 
the children July 26th through August 1st.  This is 
the same week as some of the  other children are 
attending.  
 

Here are the words of a 4th grade girl: 

“I like Mrs. Kathy.  They teach me sign language, 
piano, and gardening.  The teachers and Mrs. Kathy 
helps with my homework every day.  They teach 
my to love Jesus.  To never to say bad words to 
people.  To love each other with all are hearts and 
souls.  To be a good person forever.  To love Jesus 
and the people around the world.  To do the right 
thing for people and God.  To be the best person 
you can be for the Lord.” 

I will try to place a new letter in each month until 
the children go to Camp Allen.  This is always such 
a positive experience for our children.  They are 
surrounded with God’s beauty as well as Christian 

leaders and friends.  You can see a difference in a 
child’s eyes when they return from Summer Camp 
each year. 

If you would like to help send an after school child 
to Camp Allen this summer, you can donate to the 
Ralph and Russell Hampton Scholarship Fund 
through Kids Count Foundation.  You can contact 
Kathy Buskirk at (281) 470-2575 if you have 
questions. 

A���G�5?8�0@+�?�5**�+8��1:�A���G�5?8�0@+�?�5**�+8��1:�A���G�5?8�0@+�?�5**�+8��1:�A���G�5?8�0@+�?�5**�+8��1:�� ���

@5�*
:)��0@:�5��@+*@5�*
:)��0@:�5��@+*@5�*
:)��0@:�5��@+*@5�*
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1 lb ground beef, turkey, or cut up chicken   1 can whole hominy 
1 pkg. original ranch dressing mix    1 can Rotel 
1pkg. Taco seasoning mix     1 can yellow corn 
1 can pinto beans      1 can chicken broth 
1 can red beans 
 

Brown meat and drain.  Add all other ingredients ( do not drain the liquids from the vegetables).  Simmer at 
least 30 minutes or more.  Serve with cornbread.   (This recipe can easily be multiplied-great for our Lenten 
soup suppers)! 

?�'!����!�� �
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   Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to Thy never failing care and love, for this life 
and the life to come, knowing that Thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or pray 
for, through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

0����������	-0����������	-0����������	-0����������	-� ���
O God, our times are in Thy hand.  Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another 
year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in Thy goodness all 
the days of their life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
 
Mar   2 Curtis Wilson 
Mar   3 Kelli Shipp 
Mar   3 Travis Clawson 
Mar   5 Jessie Hampton 
Mar   8 Richard Crofoot 
Mar   9 Sophia Borkowski 
Mar  11 Charlie Niemeyer 
Mar  13 Anne Norris 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Mar  14 Jerri Gorham 
Mar  19 Debbie Holleman 
Mar  22 Christopher Simmons 
Mar  25 Patty Hall 
Mar  26 Joe Permenter 
Mar  28 Wes Sallee 
Mar  28 Lori Borkowski 
Mar  30 Kim Plant 

Editor’s Note:  If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please notify the Church Office. 

Rector    
The Rev. Michael Besson 

 
 

Senior Warden  
Teri Hemingway 

 
 

Junior Warden  
Wes Sallee 

 
 
 

After School Director  
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 

Teen Parent Director     
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 
 

Music Director 
 Brenda McNenny 

 
 
 

Office Administrator  
Sherry Burns 

  
 

Lay Assistant to Rector 
&  Ministry Coordinator 

Sandi Harris 
 
 
 
 

Youth Pastors 
Ellen Besson 

 
 
 
 

Christian Education 
Sharon Hill 

 
 
 
 
 

Vestry Members  
Charles Ashford  
Bob Blakeway 
Dan Blanchard                        

Ed Buskirk 
Barbara Cloud 

Maura Free 
Steve Gallington 
Desmond Lang 
Debra Morris 
John Morris 
Myra Wilson 
 Tricia Wilson 

 
 
 
 
 

Finance Committee 
Virginia Pierson-Turner 

 Paul Berner 
Robin Vest 

John Cardenas 


��	���������2�	��������������		
��	���������2�	��������������		
��	���������2�	��������������		
��	���������2�	��������������		L LLL  Paul, Ed, Rodney, Jennifer, David, Marion, Bill, 
Maura, DJ, Ross, Mary Ann, Mary Jo, Cindy, Debbie, Sy, Catherine, Mark, Andy, Sandra, Tim, 
Brooklyn, Austin, Sally, Deanne, John, Damey, Jeff 

1�������,����,�������!�����1�������,����,�������!�����1�������,����,�������!�����1�������,����,�������!�����L�   
��'���	��,�����'���������'���	��,�����'���������'���	��,�����'���������'���	��,�����'�������L LLL� ���
Alex Segura, Alex Burdick, Alexandria Horton, Bobby Lay, Celeste Alverado, Christopher 
Compton, Dennis Cox, Donnie McCoy, Evan Knight, Garry Tossing, George Dick, Jason 
Parramore, Jeff Latham, Jorge Mazariegos II, Josh Hardy, Josh Theroux, Josh Yeomans, Karen 
Bryant, Matthew Hemmingway, Patrick Hall, Scott Dorand, Austin Hall, Justin Craggs,  Chris 
Cooke Mahre, Benjamin Stilwell, Cary Coughlin and Combat Main, PT1 Able Co. 1st Battalion 
26th Light Infantry Regiment 1st Infantry Div. (The Big Red One), Marcus Hamilton, Jacob 
Troutman 

 
 
Welcome to all our newcomers!!! 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

If you have an article or notice you would 
like published in the next issue, please 
submit it via e-mail  by the 10th of the month  
to: 

elpwhitehead@yahoo.com 

If you cannot email your document, call 
Elizabeth Whitehead at home 281-839-1321 
or the church office at 281-471-0383. 
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