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     I get tired just looking at my calendar for 
the next few months.  I use Microsoft 
Outlook to try and organize my business 
and personal life to the point that I pretty 
much know what I’m supposed to be doing 
at all times.  God help me if I ever loose it.  
My calendar is color coded too…red for a 
meeting…blue for “personal” (like “don’t 
forget to make a tee time”)…green is for 
business (write newsletter article)…purple 
for an “event” (pot luck on Sunday) orange 
represents my “to do list” that my calendar 
reminds me to “check daily”.  Right now 
there are 24 items that I will obviously not 
get to today.  So…when I look at the 
calendar for January-March it looks like the 
rainbow…colors all over the place 
reminding me of the events and the 
meetings and the conferences and the 
weddings and the Sunday night Lenten 
classes and the retreats and the EYC events/
discussion that I’ll be attending.  And then 
there’s that “to do list”!!!!!  Here’s what I 
noticed about my calendar…I don’t see a lot 
of blue for “personal”.  Don’t think that I’m 
complaining because I’m not…it’s just that 
I wonder sometimes how I manage to find 
any time at all for “personal”.  You know…
a few hours to read…an hour to rock my 
son to sleep…a day trip somewhere or a 
“date night” alone with Ellen at Main 101 
feasting on the “Pasta St. John” without 
worrying (and praying) about whether or 
not Lorenzo’s gonna get tired of the booster 
seat long before the entrées arrive.  It’s not 
just me either.  Since Vesco has been 
working out of the church office the last 4 
months I’ve noticed that Ellen keeps herself 
very busy all day…then she comes home to 
cook and wash and clean…now she works 
as our youth pastor so the “pitch” is feverish 
most of the time.  Sound familiar to anyone 

out there???  Again…not complaining. 
     It just so happens that my bible is opened 
to Matthew 14:23; “After he sent the 
crowds away Jesus went up on the mountain 
alone to pray”.  Ok…I will admit that 
serving as the “rector” of the church can be 
a heavy responsibility and all but it’s a drop 
in the bucket compared to “Savior of the 
World”, “Messiah”, and “Son of God”.  
They do not make enough memory on any 
computer to store that kind of calendar.  
Everyone pressing in on Jesus all the time…
thousands seeking help…maybe tens of 
thousands.  I believe Jesus meant to help 
them all…and yet…when he needed it he 
found a way to make the time himself to be 
alone with God.  Sound familiar to anyone 
out there???  Wait…I’m not hearing as 
many of you saying “yes” to that one.  
See…I am learning (slowly) that I must 
make time for myself…I need rest…I have 
to carve out personal alone time with God…
Ellen…Lorenzo…and even with myself.  
Let me rephrase…we ALL need to carve 
out that time…it’s essential to our physical 
and spiritual health.  This is especially 
important for folks like me who take 
vacations and spend a lot of time thinking 
about…well…work!!!  Our busy lives 
dictate that we do need to be very 
intentional about making that time…as well 
as being very intentional about following 
through with it rather than saying…nice 
idea but now look…no time!!!  If Jesus can 
pause and take a break then we can too…we 
must!!!!  Now…about that to do list… 
 
I love you St. John’s…take it easy 
(literally)!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
Father Mike+ 
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 One hundred children were given Christmas 
gifts from the community on December 19th.  The 
gifts represented over $5,000 in cash donations to at-
risk children.  Air Liquide America gave to over half 
of the 100 students.  Three economically 
disadvantaged families were chosen to receive a 
family Christmas from individuals and business 
owners in the La Porte area.  The gifts included:  Wii 
game system with games; PSP game systems; mp3 
players; clothing; gift cards; and much more.  The 
community came together to help children have a 
great Christmas, even though Hurricane Ike affected 

most of these businesses and individuals.  It was very 
humbling to have an individual who lost 
EVERYTHING during Hurricane Ike (home, 
clothing, personal belongings) to come and ask if he 
could give money to help a child in need.  And this 
happened many times!  The owner and employees of 
Vesco Business Supplies supplied an extraordinary 
Christmas to a family, even though their offices were 
destroyed by Ike, as well as, the owner’s home.  A 
mere thank you is not enough.  This community is the 
wind beneath our wings.  May you all be blessed 
beyond measure this new year! 

+,-'&�./�0-1./�2�+,�-�
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 On December 11th  the students of St. John’s 
Music Program presented their Christmas Recital in 
Faith Hall.  Due to Hurricane Ike, the children lost 
several lessons.  Bonnie Gilbert, the music teacher, 
and Cody Burns, the music assistant, worked 
overtime, preparing the students for their recital. 
 The result was fantastic!  Most of the students 
played solo pieces.  Three children played a trio 
piece.  The music was great and the children were 
rewarded with lots of applause and high               
f i v e s  f r o m  t h e  a u d i e n c e  . 

 Music builds a child’s self-esteem.  It also 
improves a child’s attention span and gives a sense of 
responsibility.  Children in our programs have had 
higher grades in math after enrolling in music 
classes.  This is due to the teaching of            
f rac t i ons  i n  o rder  t o  read  mus ic . 
 The next recital is scheduled for May 12th at 
5PM in Faith Hall.  The public is welcome to attend.  
If you would like more information, please feel free 
to call Kathy  
(281) 470-2575. 
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The big news this month is that Clint Brown 
will be taking over as Music Director when I retire at 
the end of June, which was announced at the Annual 
Meeting on Jan. 11.  We had planned to start doing 
transitional things right along, but thanks to 
circumstances beyond our control, Clint got to take 
over completely the very next Sunday, with about 25 
minutes’ notice.  And did a superb job of it, too!  
Many thanks to Clint and to all the Music Team 
members who rallied ‘round to help him. 

Don’t miss the Shrove Tuesday pancake 
supper and talent show on Feb. 24 – the Music Team 
will have some surprises for you. 

And Lent and Easter will have lots of special 
music this year – anthems for the choir, solos, and 
performances by the String Quartet and Brass 
Ensemble.   Stay tuned! 

    ��	���
����/��	�           Brenda McNenny 
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Saturday, February 14, 2009Saturday, February 14, 2009Saturday, February 14, 2009Saturday, February 14, 2009    
Faith HallFaith HallFaith HallFaith Hall    
6p 6p 6p 6p ---- 10p 10p 10p 10p    

    

$40 per couple$40 per couple$40 per couple$40 per couple    
    

Dinner, Dessert, DancingDinner, Dessert, DancingDinner, Dessert, DancingDinner, Dessert, Dancing    
Renewal of W edding vowsRenewal of W edding vowsRenewal of W edding vowsRenewal of W edding vows    

(if desired)(if desired)(if desired)(if desired)    

Tickets available from Tickets available from Tickets available from Tickets available from     

the youth the youth the youth the youth     

or the church officeor the church officeor the church officeor the church office    

    

Proceeds  benefit the Proceeds  benefit the Proceeds  benefit the Proceeds  benefit the     

St. John’s Youth GroupSt. John’s Youth GroupSt. John’s Youth GroupSt. John’s Youth Group    
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 “As we face the new year, determine to be 
faithful in the small, day-to-day duties of your life.  
Treat people kindly, deep you word, fulfill your 
responsibilities, work hard.  Steven Spielberg may 
never make your life into a movie, but your 
Heavenly Father will be pleased.  And know that 
you can be faithful...because Jesus Christ the 
Faithful One, lives in you.”  Dennis Pollock, 
Teacher/Evangelist, SPIRIT OF GRACE 
MINISTRIES, McKinney, Texas. 

 Edna Westbrook’s birthday was January 
14th.  Happy Birthday. 

 The Spring Assembly is being set for 

February 14th, Valentine’s Day and Barbara Cloud 
will bring an appropriate talk for our meeting in 
Faith Hall at 2:00 pm.  Come a few minutes early for 
coffee and fellowship.  Bring you January prayer list 
for updating. 

 Daughters of the King is open to all women 
of the church.  You may come visit at any time.  For 
more information, please call me at 281-471-4256. 

For His Sake, 

Alice Sparks 
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SUBSTITUTES: 
Carroll Blakeway               
     (281) 326-5231 

 Carole Colley   (281)474-2702 
Robert Plant     (281)470-6838 
Norma Barron  (281)842-9611 
Alice Sparks     (281)471-4256 
Susan Ehlers     (281)471-6414 
Elizabeth Whitehead  
     (281)839-1321 
Barbara Peters (281)471-1863 
Lea Vest            (281)471-4861 
Loretta Carter  (281)471-3159 
Edna Westbrook   
      (281)479-8750 
 
THERE ARE MANY OPEN 
DAYS LEFT ON THE 
ROCKING CALENDAR!!! 
DON’T MISS OUT!  THESE 
BABIES NEED  OUR LOVE! 
 
CALL KATHY BUSKIRK TO 
SCHEDULE YOUR DATE: 
     (281) 470-2575 
     (713) 478-5927 

���������	
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ON FEB. 19TH MS. KATHY NEEDS SOMEONE TO WORK NOON  
UNTIL  2 PM.  SHE HAS DR. APPTS.    ALSO,  ON MARCH  6TH MS. 
KATHY NEEDS SOMEONE TO WORK 7AM UNTIL NOON.  

ST.  JOHN'S TEEN PARENT CENTER ROCKING SCHEDULE 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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 The teen parent program was gifted a feeding 
table by Barbara and Jack Peters!  This table will 
accommodate 6 infants/toddlers and can be used for 
puzzles, art activities, or feeding.  This table will help 
make the nursery safer for our infants because it cannot be 
pulled over if a child uses it for support when pulling up.  

Barbara volunteers with the babies every Tuesday 
morning from 7AM until 8AM, assisting Ms. June as the 
children arrive for school.  We are very blessed to have 
her supporting this program with her time, talent, and 
treasure.  


����(������(��
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 Happy New Year everyone! Last month we had a 
tremendous Acolyte training! We inducted 10 new 
Acolytes and trained one of our current Acolytes as a new 
Crucifer. There are others who are still interested in 
becoming a Crucifer from our ranks, so I will be 
announcing a Crucifer training sometime in the month of 
February. Stay tuned to hear the announcement in church 
and in the worship bulletin.  Also, I am happy to announce 
that we have several new commitments to serve at 
the 8:00 service. I know that this will be a great new year 
for our Acolyte worship leaders, so give them a pat on the 
back or a thumbs-up when you get the chance.  
Remember: new Acolytes will serve twice with an 
experienced Acolyte at an 8:00 service as part of their 
training before getting on the regular scheduled 
rotation.  There are so many new Acolytes that you will 
often see two of them serving at an 8:00 service!  If you 
have any other Acolyte related questions please call me at 
832-212-1217 or email me at lsborkowski@hotmail 
.com.    
 Fr. Mike has also asked for the acolytes to please 
have less communication and fidgeting during the service, 
especially during communion since this can be a 
distraction to him and to those worshipping in the 
congregation. Our Vergers have asked me to remind the 
Acolytes to please refrain from wearing open toed-shoes 
and sandals while serving. 
  

As always the following items of note for Acolytes or 
the parents of Acolytes still apply: 
  
 1) If you are interested in becoming an Acolyte do 
not hesitate to call me at 832-212-1217. 
 2) If you need a different size robe than is 
available currently in the Acolyte preparation room, let me 
know  (again at the above number if you can’t get a hold 
of me in church) so that I can order more and get the 
matter  resolved. 
 4) Normally you should let me know before the 
10th of a given month if you are unavailable to serve in the 
sub sequent month so that I can include your absence 
on the schedule. The month of February has already been 
 scheduled. If you find that you have been 
scheduled on a day that you cannot serve, let me know or 
see item 5 below. 
 5) Remember, it is your responsibility to find your 
replacement if you are not able to serve on your scheduled 
Sunday. Acolyte trainees at an 8:00 service will not need 
to find a replacement but should still let me know if you 
cannot serve so that they may be placed at another 8:00 
service to finish their training. 
  

You  have all been doing a great job! 
  

Your Acolyte Master, 
Nick Borkowski 
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***We are also looking for chicken foot and bridge players*** 

For info call Gordon Robb at 281-471-4671 
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Congratulations to John and Marion Morris, the proud grandparents of Jake 
Shoemaker.  He is their 15th grandchild!  He was born January 12, 2009. He 
weighed 7lbs, 6oz and was 20 1/2 inches long with a FULL head of dark hair. 
Pictured is the happy family:  Jake being held by his mother, Ashlie, (Marion’s 
oldest daughter), Sam, (the big brother) and Shoe, (the proud father).   
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Congratulations to Steve and Sandi Harris on the birth of their grandson Cade 
Gonnering.  He was born January 13, 2009 at 7:32pm.. He weighed 8.05 lbs. 
and was 20 inches long. Cade is the first child of Mark and Jennifer Gonnering  
(Steve’s daughter).  Also welcoming him home is his aunt Christine and uncles 
Adam & Nicholas.               
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St. John’s invites you to share your special gifts! 
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If you have a talent that must be shared contact Dan Blanchard at 281-471-2363                  
or Sandi at the church office or sign-up in Faith Hall�
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   Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to Thy never failing care and love, for this life 
and the life to come, knowing that Thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or pray 
for, through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

+���*������	D+���*������	D+���*������	D+���*������	D� ���
O God, our times are in Thy hand.  Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another 
year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in Thy goodness all 
the days of their life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Feb   1 Austin Witt 
Feb   4 Ryan Vest 
Feb   5 Kristen Neumann 
Feb   6 Linda Robertson 
Feb   8 Matt Wilson 
Feb   8 John Napier 
Feb   9 Virginia Pierson-Turner 
Feb  12 Vivian Gomer 
Feb  12 John Blakeway 
Feb  13 Gene Gribbin 
Feb  14 Marion Morris 
Feb  16 Wayne Norton Jr. 
 
 

 
Feb  17 Mike Furin 
Feb  21 Deb Gallington 
Feb  23 Nylia Stevenson 
Feb  24 Jackie Norton 
Feb  24 Vivian Permenter 
Feb  25 Jonah Gallington 
Feb  28 Robert Blakeway 
Feb  28 Hudson Stein 
Feb  28 Savannah Stein 
Feb  28 Dallan Salter 
Feb  29   Lea Vest 

Editor’s Note:  If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please notify the Church Office. 

Rector    
The Rev. Michael Besson 

 
 

Senior Warden  
Teri Hemingway 

 
 

Junior Warden  
Wes Sallee 

 
 
 

After School Director  
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 

Teen Parent Director     
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 
 

Music Director 
 Brenda McNenny 

 
 
 

Office Administrator  
Sherry Burns 

  
 

Lay Assistant to Rector 
&  Ministry Coordinator 

Sandi Harris 
 
 
 
 

Youth Pastors 
Ellen Besson 

 
 
 
 

Christian Education 
Sharon Hill 

 
 
 
 
 

Vestry Members  
Charles Ashford  
Bob Blakeway 
Dan Blanchard                        

Ed Buskirk 
Barbara Cloud 

Maura Free 
Steve Gallington 
Desmond Lang 
Debra Morris 
John Morris 
Myra Wilson 
 Tricia Wilson 

 
 
 
 
 

Finance Committee 
Virginia Pierson-Turner 

 Paul Berner 
Robin Vest 

John Cardenas 


��	��������":�	��������������		
��	��������":�	��������������		
��	��������":�	��������������		
��	��������":�	��������������		I II I  Paul, Ed, Rodney, Jennifer, David, Marion, Bill, 
Maura, DJ, Ross, Mary Ann, Mary Jo, Joan, Carol, Cindy, Patsy, Randall, Steve, Celeste, Casey, 
Dorothy, Kevin, Gene, Jeanie, Nancy, Debbie 

7������� ���� ���#�"������"7������� ���� ���#�"������"7������� ���� ���#�"������"7������� ���� ���#�"������"I�   
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Alex Segura, Alex Burdick, Alexandria Horton, Bobby Lay, Celeste Alverado, Christopher 
Compton, Dennis Cox, Donnie McCoy, Evan Knight, Garry Tossing, George Dick, Jason 
Parramore, Jeff Latham, Jorge Mazariegos II, Josh Hardy, Josh Theroux, Josh Yeomans, Karen 
Bryant, Matthew Hemmingway, Patrick Hall, Scott Dorand, Austin Hall, Justin Craggs,  Chris 
Cooke Mahre, Benjamin Stilwell, Cary Coughlin and Combat Main, PT1 Able Co. 1st Battalion 
26th Light Infantry Regiment 1st Infantry Div. (The Big Red One) 

 
 
Welcome to all our newcomers!!! 

 
Feb   5 Frederick & Barbara Cloud 
Feb   9 Wes & JoLynn Sallee 
Feb  14 Cindy & David Stamps 
Feb  19 Alan & Patty Ward 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

If you have an article or notice you would 
like published in the next issue, please 
submit it via e-mail  by the 10th of the month  
to: 

elpwhitehead@yahoo.com 

If you cannot email your document, call 
Elizabeth Whitehead at home 281-839-1321 
or the church office at 281-471-0383. 
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