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 Hello and Happy New Year – here’s to ’09.  As 
Mike announced last Sunday, we’ve completed the 
budget process and will propose a surplus budget for this 
year.  The Lord has certainly made good on his promises 
to St. John’s.  However, I do not anticipate ’09 to be a 
year we can sit on our laurels.  “To whom much is given, 
much will be expected”.  We’ve been given so much, 
from so many sources over the last three months.  I’d like 
to share one example with you.  In our first full vestry 
meeting after Ike, the vestry approved transferring all 
unallocated memorial funds to Father Mike’s 
discretionary fund.  They felt it was important for him to 
have the resources to quickly, confidentially, and 
compassionately help those in need.  It wasn’t a lot of 
money – just over $2,000; however, it was not an easy 
decision either.  After several years, we’d finally made 
up our minds to renovate the upstairs of Stein Hall.  Even 
with Wes Sallee’s countless hours of work, the price tag 
for this work was significant.  That along with the 
parking lot, a couple of A/C’s etc, had left us with about 
$18,000 for our reserve for repairs.  Well along came Ike 
and about $25,000 of damage, and well, we were left 
with less than $20,000 total in undesignated funds and 
that $2,000 was 10%.  Ten percent – the magic number – 
isn’t it?  Well Sherry made that transfer as of November 
30, and guess what God did with it.  As I contemplated 
this a few nights ago, I realized that with the $10,000 
from the Diocese, and $8,000 from other sources, God 
had increased our $2,000 to $20,000 – pretty cool, huh?  
But you know your banker treasurer – hmmm – whatever 
I give, God will give me back 10 fold (that 10 again) but 

this was 9 times – not 10.  I figured God would smite me 
for such a thought, questioning his math like that – so I 
quickly put that thought out of my head.  The phone call I 
got from Sherry about knocked me off my feet yesterday 
when guess what – the other $2,000 came in.  No – I am 
not kidding – in less than 30 days, God gave us $20,000 
when we had offered $2,000 – a 10 fold increase – no 
one can argue with those numbers. 
 So, this is why I believe ’09 is going to be 
amazing.  God has equipped us and given us an 
opportunity to shine in this community as never before 
(and I’ve been here since ’63)  We stepped out in faith 
and put in our coins, and look what he’s done.  So now, 
what are we to do?  I realize we can’t fix every house, 
replace every car and restore everything that’s been 
broken.  But God doesn’t expect that from us – all we 
have to do is plant the seed, help people not lose hope.  It 
might be a gift card for nice dinner at Main 101, or a 
carpet remnant to cover a concrete floor.  It could be a 
bike for a child, some tools, or just a helping hand in 
hanging some sheetrock – labor that the insurance won’t 
cover.  It’s time for us, each of us, to be the hands and 
feet.  We must ask each other, and our neighbors, whom 
we love as ourselves, what we can do to help.  They 
won’t ask for more than we can handle, because God will 
provide it.  His yoke is easy, his burden is light – I think 
in part because as Christians – we are share the load.  So 
let’s lift up Shoreacres, La Porte and Seabrook.  Let’s 
shine and not let one person doubt that God is with them 
and that they are loved and that, most importantly, they 
have hope in 2009! 
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Dear St. Johns, 
Hi, I would like to thank you for your support in sending this care package. When we receive items like 
this it greatly boosts the morale of the troops. It’s people like you and your church who keep the heart 
of America alive and beating.   
 
A1C Eric J. Ring 
407ESFS/AEG 
332AEW/AFCENT 
U.S.A.F.  
(a.k.a. Worm) 

This letter was sent in response to the care package sent from our “shower for the troops” 
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   Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us to Thy never failing care and love, for this life 
and the life to come, knowing that Thou art doing for them better things than we can desire or pray 
for, through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 
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O God, our times are in Thy hand.  Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another 
year.  Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in Thy goodness all 
the days of their life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Jan   1 Madison Montgomery 
Jan   3 Patrick Hall 
Jan   8 Sean Chilton 
Jan   9 Jeff Coughlin 
Jan  10 Melissa Witt 
Jan  11 Kayla Blanchard 
Jan  12 Nicole Napier 
Jan  13 Robert Neumann 
Jan  13 Jessica Pierson-Turner 
Jan  14 Edna Westbrook 
Jan  14 Desmond Lang 
Jan  16 Crystila Baker 
Jan  19 Jeffrey Coughlin 
Jan  21 Avery Witt 
Jan  22 John Grimaud 
Jan  25 Anna Vest 
Jan  26 Adam Hall 
Jan  31 Jana Joerns 

Editor’s Note:  If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please notify the Church Office. 

Rector    
The Rev. Michael Besson 

 
 

Senior Warden  
Robin Vest 

 
 

Junior Warden  
Wes Sallee 

 
 
 

After School Director  
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 

Teen Parent Director     
Kathy Buskirk 

 
 
 

Music Director 
 Brenda McNenny 

 
 
 

Office Administrator  
Sherry Burns 

  
 
 

Lay Assistant to Rector 
&  Ministry Coordinator 

Sandi Harris 
 
 
 

Youth Pastors 
Ellen Besson 

 
 
 
 

Christian Education 
Sharon Hill 

 
 
 
 

Vestry Members  
Charles Ashford                         

Ed Buskirk 
Teen Parent 

John Cardenas 
Barbara Cloud 

Maura Free 
Terri Hemingway 

After School Program 
Sharon Hill 

Pastoral Care 
Melody Kilpatrick 

Desmond Lang 
Sharon Mazariegos 

Myra Wilson 
 Tricia Wilson 

 
 
 
 

Finance Committee 
Virginia Pierson-Turner 

 Paul Berner 
Robin Vest 

John Cardenas 
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����* ** *  Paul, Ed, Rodney, Jennifer, David, Marion, Bill, 
Maura, DJ, Ross, Mary Ann, Mary Jo, Brook, Joan, Marvin, Sonny, Carol, Cindy 
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���*�  Bill Shipp, Jody Riddle, Trish Rahl 
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Alex Segura, Alex Burdick, Alexandria Horton, Bobby Lay, Celeste Alverado, Christopher 
Compton, Dennis Cox, Donnie McCoy, Evan Knight, Garry Tossing, George, Jason Parramore, Jeff 
Latham, Jorge Mazariegos II, Josh Hardy, Josh Theroux Josh Yeomans, Karen Bryant, Matthew 
Hemmingway, Patrick Hall, Scott Dorand, Austin Hall, Justin Craggs, & Chris Cooke Mahre 

 
 
Welcome to all our newcomers!!! 

 
 
Jan   2 Wayne & Jackie Norton 
Jan   9 Les & Alice Sparks 
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

If you have an article or notice you would 
like published in the next issue, please 
submit it via e-mail  by the 10th of the month  
to: 

elpwhitehead@yahoo.com 

If you cannot email your document, call 
Elizabeth Whitehead at home 281-839-1321 
or the church office at 281-471-0383. 
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La Porte, Texas 

Permit No 17 
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