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Ellen, Lorenzo (now referred to as When love ones are near

“renzo”) and | were heading back to La  It's the most wonderful time of the year

Porte on Friday after a wonderful The words are true to the season arer

Thanksgiving in Beaumont. | saw family - hey (except maybe for the ghost stories)
that I had not seen in years...I ate more  gq here comes a cliché...wouldn't it be

than my share of food...Lorenzowas \yonderful, wouldn't it be something...
providing more than his fair share of wouldn't it be amazing if somehow
entertainment...a good time! So we're in someway we could find a way to kéep

the car traveling V‘feSt onl-10whenl 4 rselves in that mindset for the rest of tH
realized that Ellen’s favorite radio station year? Oh surely that's not possible right]

(Sunny 94 or something like that) was o . read the words in bold again. | see
playing Christmas music all day. When  1o550n in this world why we can't. | mea
she turned it up so we could listen I heard |\ can do it for 4 weeks out of the year
Andy William's version of “It's the most ¢4t we? And besides...I find it ironic
wonderful time of the year”. Although,  that the little baby boy whose birthday we
like you, I've heard it more times than | ¢ejeprate this time of the year...the little
coulql even begin to count | realized that boy whose birthday brings about the “goc
day in the car that | had either never really haer” and “glowing hearts” will one day

stopped to listen to the words...or lhad  \yhen he’s around 30 years old ask us all

forgotten them altogether.

It's the most wonderful time of the year
With the kids jingle belling

And everyone telling you "Be of good
cheer

It's the most wonderful time of the year
It's the hap-happiest season of all
With those holiday greetings and gay
happy meetings

When friends come to call

It's the hap- happiest season of all

There'll be parties for hosting
Marshmallows for toasting
And caroling out in the snow
There'll be scary ghost stories
And tales of the glories of
Christmases long, long ago

It's the most wonderful time of the year
There'll be much mistltoeing
And hearts will be glowing

live just like that every single day of our
lives. By the time you've read this | will
have preached a sermon on blessings...
all have them.Count them dalily...every

single one of them...take not one of them

for granted...and you may just find
yourselves living right smack dab in the
middle of the happiest season of all...no

matter what time of the year it is! See...|

am convinced that the key to living life
with a glowing heart is to (1) count

blessings daily, (2) understand where the

come from and (3) imagine what may be
store!!!!

Have a safe and happy holiday seaso

St. John’s...you are still the greatest gift

my family could ever receive...and for tha

we are thankful...

God bless you all...
Father Mike, Ellen, and Lorenzo
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In case you hadn't noticed, the new Acolyte 1) If any Acolytes have not yet received the ngw
format has taken affect. During the ministry megtom Acolyte Cross, please let me know so that | maygyre
Sunday 8/24 it was revealed that the Crucifer's wehs more for you.

going to be expanded. The additions to the seraiee 2) If you are interested in becoming an Acolyte
that all Acolytes are now required to wear whitevgls do not hesitate to call me at 832-212-1217.
(which are provided) , the sacraments now propests 3) If you need a different size robe than |s

ahead of the offering plates, and the Crucifer fidlte available currently in the Acolyte preparation rqdet
wine cruet during the communion in front of theaaltme know (again at the above number if you can'taget
When the chalice bearers need refills of wine ctiueifer hold of me in church) so that | can order more getdthe
pours the wine for them. The Vergers are well egrism matter resolved.
the new procedures if you are further interested in 4) Normally you should let me know before the
details. If you have any other Acolyte relate@sfions 10" of a given month if you are unavailable to semve |i
please call me at 832-212-1217 or email me that subsequent month so that | can include yowsrales
Isborkowski@hotmail.com. Keep in mind that we ane the schedule. The month of December has alrepdy
heading in the season of Advent, and that therkebgilbeen scheduled. If you find that you have beenddbd
more services (Christmas Eve and Christmas Day) thraa day that you cannot serve this summer, leftmogy
in the standard months and more candles to light. or see item 5 below.

5) Remember, it is your responsibility to fing

Fr. Mike has also asked for the acolytes/q@ replacement if you are not able to serve ouryq
please have less communication afgouied Sunday.
fidgeting during the service, especially  vyou have all been doing a great job in with the
during communion since this can beneav Acolyte responsibilities and now the Advent and
distraction to him and to those worshippififfistmas season are upon us!
in the congregation.

ACOI \’ua

T ) 4

As always the following items of note for Acolytesthe your Acolyte Master, J—*‘-;-*'- >
parents of Acolytes still apply: Nick Borkowski N R ) (3

2 A

F{ﬁﬂsﬁﬁhg -/ "10*.(/1 " 223 Faijms

| |

ETTIAS

I 4 % $5




PAGE 4 THE EAGLE DECEMBER 2008

|“|)1 " ( |\<‘,’
‘Aé? "0 -. " 9. 1."8111 %$% ’ eAéE@

All the names on our Christmas list were taken@®yme get in the Christmas Spirit! The childremr&t.
November 3! And many of you who signed up for dohn’s After School Program will present a recia6PM
gift were devastated by lke. This church body irisFaith Hall, promising traditional Christmas tsneThe
phenomenal! This was half of the children. Aiglide children work very hard to play the keyboard. Co
America on Bay Area Blvd. has again stepped upsaind celebrate their accomplishments with us and meehéw
they would buy for the remaining 50 children. Weuld music teacher!
like to give some fruit and nuts to the childrentimeir
Christmas bags. If anyone would like to donaRPLES,

ORANGES, PECANS, OR ANY OTHER FRUIT OR g q j_xg . / "/ (Q*: "
NUT, please call me.
The children from the After School Program w
. __participate in both services on Decembeél.1#alf of the
There are no words to describe the fee“ngcﬂﬁdren will perform a song in sign-language féret

God's mighty grace that is seen in the After Schggbiiory at the 8:00 service. The other half vdt the
Program year after year! Thank you so much forryQUine 4t the 10:30 service. This will be the fiirsie the

support! And if you would like to help in any wWayyjigren have performed for the 8:00 service andave
contact Kathy at (281) 470-2575.

very excited. The song they will be performing“ss

Song of Peace”. Ms. Courtney has been working thi¢h
iwaamzm.  Children every week on this song. I'm sure it wdlich
hearts.

| & ! 4 8

The nursery cares for the children of high schdotlents each day. The impact made through f{
program is something we cannot measure in dollars.

Ms. June has a wish list for her babies. If yon gave towards the purchase of these items, | ktiaw
God will bless you and these children. You carc@lgour donation in the offering plate (designédtad
nursery wishes) or bring it by the office.

BIG WISH:
6-seat toddler table

This will allow all the children to eat lunch toget, participate in art activities at the same tipiay with
puzzles or other manipulatives, and various s@davities.

COST: $549.99
LITTLE WISHES:

Batteries (D, C, AA, and AAA)
Extra disposable diapers
Tempra paints

Large paint brushes

Toddler puzzles (4 piece — 8 piece)

me

his
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st Music Notes o

The debut of the St. John’s String Quartetin that serviceDon’'t miss any of thi
was a great success, and they’ll be back to do thgreat music in December!
offertory on December 14 We'll also have a very
special piece with Charlie Niemeyer and Clint
Brown that day.

vbA
%
Its been terrific to have s »$%+
many new faces on the Music Team
the past few months. We welcome Adam Barrn
And the St. John’s Brass Ensemble will beAvery Blanchard, Colton Costanzo, Dan Blanch
back at the 6 p.m. Family Service on Christmas Eveand Robin Vest to the Music Team!
doing several pieces. Our youth will be doing imus
in the Christmas Pageant, tobhere will be carol
singing before the late service Christmas Eve, and
wonderful solo by Charlie Niemeyer as the offertory

If you're interested in playing an instrume
or singing, contact Brenda McNenny at 281-6
2201 or mcnenny@aol.com
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As the season of Advent begins and we look forwamahy families had lost so much and yet she satd
to the future, | can say with complete honesty Btatwas one of the most vibrant congregations she
Johns never ceases to amaze me. After so muclsdesin a long time." The parish she is so imptks
happened, you still remain faithful where othersymwth is St. Johns, ( no surprise to me ) and Bis
not have, faithful to God and faithful to each aotien Harrison didn't mind telling people that she wish
always proud to claim St. Johns as my home pamsbre parishes could be as enthusiastic as you.
and | was flush with pride the week aftprayers are with you all and | hope that yd
confirmation. The week after confirmation at &hristmas and New Years turn out to be everyth
Johns, Bishop Harrison came to my field parish, y®u hope, especially spiritually.

James in LaGrange for confirmation. While Bishop

Harrison was talking to different members of tWéth all of our love and prayers, ST
congregation she kept mentioning the week before to m

them. She kept talking about this parish in whiohDoug, Robi, Craig, and Emily —

had
bse
nop
ed
My
ur
ng

! ; "

Several people attended the Ordination sof he could live at Camp Allen. JoAnne told |
Canon Andy Doyle as Bishop Coadjutor of Texamther that she was going to marry Andy so
November 22nd at St. Martin’'s Episcopal Churebould live at Camp Allen too.

Sharon & Don Hill, Myra & Curtis Wilson, Chris &

Pam Hamblen and Les & | all were there to witn%LssJaC
this great event. What a majestic service it tdroet
to bel

There will only be Sunday’s gathering at Joy
kie's home at 2 pm the 7th this month—
meeting! Plan to gather in Faith Hall at 2 pm Jagu
10th to begin our 2009 activities.

The November edition of the Texas
Episcopalian did a great article entitled, “Graﬁﬁskir
prepares the way”. It included how the Doylestfi th)
met in 1982 at Camp Allen where Andy was on
summer camp’s senior staff and JoAnne wad-0&His Sake,
counselor. As a kid, Andy had decided that he @iy Sparks
to be Mel Brindley (a longtime caretaker of the gam

We celebrate two birthdays this month. Kat
k (December 10th) and Joyce Bell (Decem

ner
she

ce
no

hy
ber
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As year 2008 winds down, it has been ongreét

challenge and excitement. Forty one families+ dile sthis path with the plans that are in place for tisa of

dealing with the aftermath of Hurricane Ike andt ifhas
taught me anything, it is that your life can trube
changed in a blink of an eye. Having the support
family, friends and St. Johns has been criticalthie
painstaking task of putting life back together. Astiall

of this we continue to grow in many ways. In factr 0 Robin

<

youth group is busting at the seams and will cation
our church. May everyone have a wonderful holid
season and a very happy new year
bfessed in so many ways!

Have a great day!

+ + + / & | | ! _ ! 41
! D) + + Lo
P+ 41 ) )
e {st Baptist Pasadena youty
T 1% < .
A parishioner, Larry Lisle, from St. James help Mth dean'“p

Episcopal church in Alexandria, Virginia visitg
with us on Thursday, October 9, 2008. He way
town for a meeting and stopped in to check on
He reported back to his congregation and t
decided to put out envelopes for 2 weeks to r;
monies for us. Father Kris Kramer sent

concerns and extended an offer to visit us as we

[+ 1+ 4+

4 )% 7!

q

pu

Several parishioners from St. Stephens

5 in

hey
hise
his

d

us.

ent

personal checks to help in the relief effort aftes
devastating effects of hurricane lke. The Reuv.
Wm. Patrick Gahan also sent a check from
discretionary fund. The people of this pari
wanted to let all of us at St. Johns know that t
stand with us. Their generosity and love
overwhelming.

/I &
We would be remiss if we did not once again thg
the many St. John’s parishioners who helped in
days after hurricane Ike. You gave so generol
of your time, talent, and treasure. The prayers
love that were given to your church family w
never be forgotten! There is still mc-3
work to be done but we know God V\@

give us the strength to carry out his ple

Dryv 4 / +

his neo% 7!
SAs a seminarian at the Episcopal Theologid
'SYeminary in Austin, | stayed with Bob and Carrg
'Blakeway during the summer of 2003 while | di

Porte was a welcome respite for me during the
week intense CPE training, and | have foi
ANkemories of the folks there, who were
thRelcoming and friendly. | am sending a check f
ISPpur discretionary fund to help with clean-u
ABfforts after the hurricane. Know that your siste
lland brothers in Northwest Texas are lifting you

prayer. May God continue to bless you all and t

important work you are doing in His name.

q

fu

The Rev. Celia Ellery

my CPE at St. Luke’s in Houston. The church in L

ay

we are fruly
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#5. For years you've wanted to know who sits in theklpsws but were always afraid to
turn around.

#4. You get to take communion first.

#3. You want to make sure you have a seat up fronCforstmas and Easter.

#2. You want to be the first to know when Fr. Mike adty levitates while he's preaching|

And finally . . .

#1. You love worshiping the Lord through your gift olisic!

! -

It's that time of year when we take time to reflbatk on Our youth experienced mission work in Bay St. Lou
what has happened over the past 12 months of e fississippi. The face lift to the upstairs of &télall is

Did we keep those resolutions we made? Did we lknalnost complete, giving our young people a place
everything off the “to do” list? Did we stop spémgiand learn and socialize. We celebrated an adoptiathi
start saving? Did we lose those 10 pounds? If greubaptisms, confirmations and weddings. We also s
anything like me the answers to these questionsgams-bye to loved ones. Oh yes, | almost forgot

probably ‘NO’. But instead of feeling badly abostirvived a hurricane!!

everything we didn’t do, lets rejoice in the things did. L
So let’s reflect back and answer these questiddist |

This year at St John's we introduced the Shepherdati my family ‘I love you’ today? Did | call aiend just

program, designed to give our newcomers an immediatause? Did | listen when someone needed anlzidr?
friend and link to the church. We increased ouwiaol try not to complain? Did | offer a hug? Diddnd a

events to include movie nights, the clue game, rd8y helping hand?

school dance, not to mention the tailgate parti€ur _

soldiers serving our country are getting some ‘md/‘\t the end of this year, and for the start of tbgvryear,

thanks to all the items brought to the soldier strowwe My hope and prayer is that all of our resolutiore t@

embarked on a new adventure and put on the kiystinto the Acts 2 & 4 church we have been catizte.

‘Family Fun Day-Crawfish Festival’ which created !4e€l we are well on our way.

starting balance of $1,500 in our ‘Camp Allen’ un a ﬂ H E ﬁ E ﬁ E ﬁ

n
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The Sharecroppers would like to invite anyone w
does a portable craft (crochet, knitting, etc.)jdim

no

scrapbook each month. We have a great time and

want to share the fun with more of you! If yo

u

would be interested in learning a simple craft that
might be used in a future fund-raising event please

contact Melody Kilpatrick at 281-479-1194.

o %

) SCRAPBOOKING >

858

We now meet on a can-do basis and have irreguilar

meetings. If you want to work on a scrapbook

or

any other craft for an upcoming event please contac

us and let us set up a time that will work fq
everyone.

br
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My husband and | had been happily ketchup all over herself and

married (most of the time)
for five years

rolled up in a blanket to see
how it felt to be a hot dog,

but hadn't been blessed with a baby.l tried to see the humor

| decided to do some serious
praying and promised God

that if he would give us a child,
| would be a perfect mother,
love it with all my heart

and raise it with His word

as my guide.

God answered my prayers

and blessed us with a son.

The next year God blessed us
with another son.

The following year,

He blessed us with

yet another son.

The year after that we

were blessed with a daughter.
My husband thought we'd

been blessed right into poverty.
We now had four children,

and the oldest was only

four years old.

| learned never to ask God

for anything unless | meant it
As a minister once told me,

"If you pray for rain,

make sure you carry an umbrella.
| began reading a few verses
of the Bible to the children
each day as they lay in their cribs.
| was off to a good start.

God had entrusted me

with four children and

| didn't want to disappoint Him.

| tried to be patient the day

the children smashed

two dozen eggs on

the kitchen floor searching

for baby chicks.

| tried to be understanding...
when they started a hotel for

rather than the mess.

In spite of changing over
twenty-five thousand diapers,
never eating a hot meal

and never sleeping for more
than thirty minutes at a time,

between Mary and the shepherd
and was stopped by an angel,
who bent her halo and lost

her left wing.

| slouched a little lower

in my seat when Mary

dropped the doll representing
Baby Jesus, and it bounced
down the aisle crying,
"Mama-mama."

| still thank God daily for my childrenMary grabbed the doll,

While | couldn't keep my promise
to be a perfect mother -

| didn't even come close...

| did keep my promise

to raise them in the Word of God.
I knew | was missing the mark
just a little when | told

my daughter we were going

to church to worship God,

and she wanted to bring

a bar of soap along to

"wash up" Jesus, too.
Something was lost

in the translation when

| explained that

God gave us everlasting life,
and my son thought it was
generous of God to give

us his "last wife."

My proudest moment came
during the children's

Christmas pageant.

My daughter was playing Mary,
two of my sons were shepherds

wrapped it back up
and held it tightly as
the wise men arrived.
My other son stepped forward
wearing a bathrobe
and a paper crown,
knelt at the manger
and announced,
"We are the three wise men,
and we are bringing gifts
of gold,
common sense
and fur."
The congregation
dissolved into laughter,
and the pageant
got a standing ovation.
"I've never enjoyed a Christmas
program as much as this one,"
laughed the pastor,
wiping tears from his eyes
"For the rest of my life,
I'll never hear the
Christmas story without

and my youngest son was a wise mahinking of

This was their moment to shine.
My five-year-old shepherd

had practiced his line,

"We found the babe wrapped

in swaddling clothes.”

But he was nervous and said,
"The baby was wrapped

in wrinkled clothes."

homeless frogs in the spare bedroonMy four-year-old "Mary" said,

although it took me nearly two hours"That's not 'wrinkled clothes,’ silly.

to catch all twenty-three frogs.
When my daughter poured

That's dirty, rotten clothes."
A wrestling match broke out

gold,

common sense

and fur."

"My children are my pride

and my joy and my greatest
blessing," | said as | dug
through my purse for an aspirin.
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Rachael Hampton will be making her famous cakese& o raise money for scholarships to send
children to Camp Allen
(these desserts will be made to order for your sioca)

'0 F$222
I F?22
or 1 r 1$35% 2 !

)

A note of thanks to St. John’s Episcopal Church;

You make a joyful noise unto the Lord...Thanksdbaring your music, and your fellowship. | attedd
your Wednesday evening service as a guest of Juhiit@éna Bordelon, and | was truly blessed by tlzemth of
every person | met. And | especially want to thgold for sharing your message with me... | will gatrwith me
as | go about each day.

Always,

Shirley Stough THANK YOU
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Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to u3y never failing care and love, for this life

and the life to come, knowing that Thou art doiagthem better things than we can desire or pray
for, through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen.

% I | I Paul, Ed, Rodney, Jennifer, David, Marion, Bill,
Maura, DJ, Jody, Ross, Steven, Mosby family, Rorpésy, Trish, Mary Ann, Wedmann family,
Mary Jo, Bonnie, Sy

6 ! )+ |
DI I |

Alex Segura, Alex Burdick, Alexandria Horton, Bobbgy, Celeste Alverado,

Christopher Compton, Dennis Cox, Donnie McCoy, EKaight, Garry Tossing, George Dick,

Jason Parramore, Jeff Latham, Jorge Mazariegdssh Hardy, Josh Theroux, Josh Yeomans,
Karen Bryant, Matthew Hemmingway, Patrick Hall, 8dorand, Austin Hall, Justin Craggs &
Chris Cooke Mahre

Judy Claire Blanchard

. ]
O God, our times are in Thy hand. Look with fawge, pray, on your servants as they begin anoth
year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and graod strengthen their trust in Thy goodness a
the days of their life, through Jesus Christ ourd_oAmen.

Dec 1 Anne Greer Dec 19 Carole Colley

Dec 1 Dan Blanchard Dec 19 Michael Eskridge

Dec 4 Carroll Blakeway Dec 20 Emily Cardenas

Dec 7 Greg Holleman Dec 21 David Stamps

Dec 7 Dustin Holleman Dec 24 Joyce Bell

Dec 8 Joan Dudley Dec 24 David Dix

Dec 9 Wayne Norton Dec 25 Sherry Burns

Dec 10 Bonnie Cairns Dec 27 Carolyn Miller
m’ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ@y® Dec 10 Kathy Buskirk Dec 27 Jorge Mazariegos

Dec 10 DeAnna Bell Dec 27 JoLynn Sallee

Dec 11 Sharon Hill Dec 28 Chloe Eskridge

Dec 12 Kay Blanchard Dec 29 Cara Blankenship

Dec 12 Courtney Norton Dec 30 Daniel Lang

Dec 15 Austin Hall Dec 31 Roberta Steele

Dec 15 Brayton Norton

Dec 16 Rick Thornton

Dec 18 Ken Lester

Dec 16 Mary Kay & Alberto Garcia

Dec 19 Bill & Ricia Kerber

Dec 28 Joe & Vivian Gomer

Dec 28 Robert & Kim Plant

Dec 31 John & DeAnna Bell

We welcome all our newcomers !l

Editor's Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed orlisted incorrectly, please notify the Church Gdfic

~

Rector
The Rev. Michael Besson

Senior Warden
Robin Vest

Junior Warden
Wes Sallee

After School Director
Kathy Buskirk

Teen Parent Director
Litha Murray

Music Director
Brenda McNenny

Office Administrator
Sherry Burns

Lay Assistant to Rector

& Ministry Coordinator

Sandi Harris

Youth Pastors
Lindsay Gallaher
Ed Buskirk IlI

Christian Education
Sharon Hill

Vestry Members
Charles Ashford
Ed Buskirk
Teen Parent
John Cardenas
Barbara Cloud
Maura Free
Terri Hemingway
After School Program
Sharon Hill
Pastoral Care
Melody Kilpatrick
Desmond Lang
Sharon Mazariegos
Myra Wilson
Tricia Wilson

Finance Committee
Virginia Pierson-Turner
Paul Berner
Robin Vest
John Cardenas

Youth Council
Charlie Barrett
Ellen Besson
Fr. Mike Besson
Ed Buskirk
Austin Hall
Sharon Hill
Brenda McNenny
JoLynn Sallee
Cindy Stamps
Catherine Whitehead
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE ;

a
If you have an article or notice you would
like published in the next issue, please
submit it via e-mail by the 10th of the mongh
to:

elpwhitehead@yahoo.com

If you cannot email your document, call E
Elizabeth Whitehead at home 281-839-1321
or the church office at 281-471-0383. c

a
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